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IrfORONI (R) — The prime minister and acting president of the 
Comoros his formed a new government, a month after a' failed 
ccw W by veteran French mercenary Bob Denard. Mohammad 
Cubi AI Yachrouotu named the 15-person government, the 
second since the coup was reversed by French military interven- 
tion. on Tuesday evening. The new “government of national unity 
and transition" rod udes four ministers from panics that supported 
die coup by Mr. Denard and some 30 mercenaries, whose action 
led to the removal and exile of President Said Mohammad Djobar. 
They included Rural Development. Fishing and Environment 
MQmstcr Ansuddme Abdullah and his colleague from the Utfcrima 
Party, Minister of Planning, Industry and Cottage Industries Said 
Ben Oussdn. The other ministers from a party that backed the 
coup are Information, Post and Telecommunications Minister 
Mohammad Abdou and Islamic Affairs and Employment Minister 
Ddifou Omar. Both are members of the Comoros National Union 
for Democracy Party. After his release by Mr. Denard, Mr. 
Djobar was taken from Comoros to the French Indian ocean island 
of Reunion by French troops. 
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Yeltsin ‘does not look good**— aide 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A presidential advisor who met with 
Mr. Boris Yeltsin Wednesday for the Russian leader's first 
working visit since being hospitalised last week said Mr. 
Yeltsin does not look good. “The atmosphere in the 
hospital is taking its toll on Mr. Yeltsin and I cannot say 
that the president looks good,” presidential adviser Viktor 
Ilyushin told the ITAR-TASS news agency. “The president 
himself is aware that a second cardiac episode in four 
months is no joking matter,” the aide said. Mr. Yeltsin was 
hospitalised in July for the same problem that landed him 
in die hospital Thursday — restricted blood flow to the 
heart, a condition which can lead to a heart attack. Ilyushin 
met with Mr. Yeltsin for 10 minutes. The meeting was 
originally to have lasted an hour but was cut short at the 
request. 
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Qatar slams U.S. 
Congress vote 

DUBAI (R) — Qatar on 
Wednesday described last 
week's vote by the U.S. Con- 
gress to move the American 
embassy to Jerusalem by 
1999 as a negative resolution 
that could gravely barm 
peace efforts, the Qatari 
News Agency said. It said the 
Qatari cabinet, meeting 
under the emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni, “has expressed its denun- 
ciation of the attitude of the 
U.S. Congress on moving the 
U.S. embasy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem. “It is a negative 
resolution that will gravely 
harm the efforts to complete 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and which contradicts 
U.N. resolutions on the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem," the 
cabinet said. 

Peace deals cost 
Israel $1b— report 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
has budgeted nearly SI bil- 
lion through 1998 for carrying 
out its peace agreements with 
the Palestinians and Jordan, 
an Israeli newspaper said 
Wednesday. The figures were 
contained in the proposed 
1996 state budget which was 
approved by parliament in a 
first reading Wednesday. 
According to the Haaretz 
daily, Israel's withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
1994 cost S356 million. The 
next pullback from West 
Bank towns and villages, 
slated for later this year, is to 
cost $533 million. Included in 
that sum is the cost of paving 
bypass roads for Jewish set- 
tlers. The finance ministry 
has dismissed estimates by 
senior army officials who said, 
last wttsk tficT West Bank' 


.an ui.uuu.- pullback could cost as much 

; was annound %as *l bmion ' Im P' cme ™ ad .°° 
- of the peace agreement with 

Jordan, including the con- 
struction of new border cros- 
sings , cost $70 million. 
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Kuwait, S. Arabia 
‘not to deal with Saddam 1 


KUWAIT (AP) — The emir 
of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Ai 
Ahmad Al Sabah, and Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd have 
agreed in talks this week they 
would continue to have no- 

^ thing to do with Saddam Hus- 

DSoal public viflh sein, Al Qabas newspaper 
n>cirif»nts "jW* reported Wednesday. The in- 
.ned home* for I dependent daily said King 
IS efi Fahd and Sheikh Jaber, who 
or patro returned home Tuesday after 

ashing yell . - a two-day visit to Saudi Ara- 

of their cars- ^ ^ ^ yj ewe< ] the Iraqi 
rampage !r president as a danger to the 
t off IS- l ue> liK , security and stability of the 
region. The Kuwaiti emir’s 
visit to Saudi Arabia followed 
a call last month by the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates for the 


level 
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r flare-uP < ^ lifting of U.N. sanctions im- 
2 , Wa> ff.rts P 0 ^ on Inw l f° r its August 
ty s e '' ns' 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
»d the arre* - Kuwait rejected the call, 
50 juvenile 1 saying lifting the sanctions 
Ihe city' 55 hP-Jj. was a matter only for the 
uifew. n j< United Nations to decide. 
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Saudi Arabia is known to 
share Kuwait's view on the 


, „ vi r Arcl^ f issue. Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
'J'r- j ^ent. 1 * and the UAE are grouped in 
T- re i»How M* Cooperation Coun- 

ishing y c j va ir cil (GCC) — a regional 
s, tr ui-k 5 * alliance of which Qatar, 

rer, he cam ^ ^ Oman and Bahrain are also 
lie would I" 1 . ^ members. Qatar was the only 
until ww ^ GCC member to publicly 
ip “Thii » " -nr welcome the call. Egypt and 
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Sudan also welcomed it. 
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families 


enter Gaza 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
has allowed eight Palestinian 
families expelled from Libya 
to enter the Gaza Strip, army 


ndhi’s sac 

text to be 

auction* 1 

— , ,o\^ radio reported. Prime Minis- 
>ON t ter Yitzhak Rabin allowed 

indenoe their entrance as a humanita- 

nja ph?.', nan gesture in answer to a 

py of ^ ■ d “wt plea from Yasser Ara- 
a, the sllC jjd K fat, die report said. The fami- 
iat be r e £ 3 7tii> ^ Kes have been sitting on the 
influence c]) .^ * border betwen Egypt and the 
5cnld 31 a CV.Gaza Strip for weeks after 
* ffilips fV Libya deported over a 
a - 5 The ^wosand Palestimans from 
5^“ , 0. its territory since September, 

d on P* 1 ^'.ji f* ^ hundreds of whom were 
ected to # . stranded for weeks on the 
8,000 fsyptian border. Several 

yQ). Palestinians expel- 

^nt Ibal 1*5 If* 1 fRWL Libya crossed into 
IocsIduI^ .Jj. autonomous West Bank 

ijestf'S • of Jericho from Jordan 
)n ^ h[> supi** ^ ^ month, but they all held 
35 )? id Permits to live in the 

e ^Thi's c#" Gaza Strip. 
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King: Jordan will serve as model 
for democracy, political pluralism 

MENA summit reflects public-private sector interaction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
reiterated his belief that Jor- 
dan would serve as a model 
of democracy, political plur- 
alism and respect for human 
rights and that all in the 
Middle East region would 
feel the fruits of peace. 

The King, in an interview 
with Cable News Network 
(CNN) broadcast on Jordan 
Television Wednesday even- 
ing, also said that the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit which con- 
cluded in Amman on Tues- 
day, was the fruit of interac- 
tion between the private sec- 
tor and government. 

The King also reiterated 
his call for a dialogue be- 
tween the three main ele- 
ments of the Iraqi society 
aimed at solving the country's 
problem and putting an end 
to the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

Following is the King's in- 
terview with CNN in a ques- 
tion and answer form: 


QUESTION: If we could be- 
gin by looking ax Jordan's 
changing role within the re- 
gion and perhaps Jordan’s 
changing role with Iraq, if 
you could give us your 
thoughts on where you be- 
lieve Iraq's future lies or 
should lie? 

ANSWER: With regard to 
Iraq I believe it is a very 
important country in this re- 
gion. It is a country with a 
very rich heritage; it is a 
country where pluralism 
could be a fact of life; it is a 
country where democracy is 
missing; it is a country where 
respect for human rights is 
unfortunately not there. I be- 
lieve that the future is impor- 
tant for Iraq in the sense that 
we hope that it wQl be an 
important, vital part of this 
area. And I believe that the 
only way to achieve that is to 
encourage, as rapidly as 
possible, a meeting and a 
dialogue between all the 
components that make up 
Iraq. This will, I believe help 


very much indeed in bringing 
about the change for the bet- 
ter and save Iraq from what it 
is suffering right now. 

Q: But there was quite a 
change over the past number 
of years, and Jordan is now at 
the forefront of the peace 
process taking a very active 
role. How has this come ab- 
out do you believe, and what 
does it mean for the future of 
your country? 

A: I believe that Jordan has 
found that it has a message, it 
has something to say, it has 
something to contribute in 
this region. And Jordan is a 
democracy which we hope 
will offer an example to 
others in the region. It is a 
pluralistic society, and we 
hope that our respect for 
human rights will also be an 
example to others. We hope 
that we can do whatever is 
possible to stress the import- 
ance of the individual in 
shaping responsibly the fu- 
ture of his country wherever 
he is. As far as the peace 


process is concerned, we 
have always sought peace as a 
dream that has become a 
reality; peace for ourselves, 
our future generations, peace 
for our neighbours, peace for 
the region, and with it 
obviously, all the advantages 
that hopefully will materialise 
in a change of the quality of 
life for all Jordanians and for 
all the people in this region. 

Q: Your's has been a very 
active participation in the 
peace process... there are 
those however, who believe 
or fear that this is still a 
King’s peace. What does it 
take to make it a people's 
peace as well? 

A: I believe it is a people's 
peace. It is coining along 
very, very rapidly in that 
direction... the majority of 
people in this country, 
through the constitutional 
process, have approved of 
peace, have opted for it. In 
fact, that was the case before 

(Conthraed on page 7) 


Peace Now: Settlers squat 
in empty W. Bank houses 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Hundreds of 
Jewish settlers have moved 
illegally into empty houses in 
West Bank settlements, an 
Israeli peace group has said. 

There are 3,300 empty 
housing units in the West 
Bank, according to Israel's 
housing ministry. The minis- 
try refuses to rent or sell 
them because of the govern- 
ment’s freeze on settlement 
building. Construction of the 
units began under the pre- 
vious government, which en- 
couraged settlement in the 
occupied territories. 

Mossi Raz, political secret- 
ary of the group Peace Now, 
which supports giving the 
occupied territories to the 
Palestinians, said govern- 
ment documents show that 
about 650 of 3,300 
government-built bouses in 
the West Bank are illegally 
occupied. Some of these 
houses are in areas that are 
expected to be turned over to 
Palestinian control. 

Mr. Raz said many of the 
settlers are there not for 
ideological reasons, but with 
the intention of asking the 
government for compensa- 
tion if they lose their homes. 


“They are stealing and 
most are not idealistic,” he 
said. 

“Most of these people 
want a comfortable place to 
live and then hope to get 
compensation when they 
.move out.” 

' When someone is found 
■living illegally in a 
government-built house, a 
complaint is filed with the 
police, according to the hous- 
ing ministry.' The ministry 
keeps no records of how 
many complaints have been 

In Ramallah, unknown 
gunmen seriously wounded a 
Jewish settler in a drive- by 
shooting on Wednesday, 
Israeli police and a settlers' 
spokesman said. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack, but 
Palestinian militants opposed 
to peace with Israel nave in 
the past carried out similar 
shootings on West Bank 
roads. 

Police said the settler, 32- 
year-old Rabbi Uzi Nevo, 
was seriously wounded by 
shots apparently fired from a 
stolen United Nations car. 

Two masked men stole the 
car minutes before the 


attack, police said. It was 
later found abandoned in the 
nearby town of Al Birch with 
bullets in it. 

Asked about the attack, 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat told reporters 
in the Palestinian-ruled Gaza 
Strip: “We are against it com- 
pletely.” 

But Mr. Arafat doubted it 
would slow peace moves with 
Israel. 

“We have to expect some 
events here and there. But 
the main thing is what we 
have agreed upon and 
signed,” be said. 

Settler spokesman Aharon 
Domb said three bullets were 
fired at Rabbi Nevo's cz r 
near the entrance in Kochav 
Yaacov, a settlement of 200 
families beside main road 
linking Jerusalem to Ramal- 
lah. 

Security sources said Israel 
barred Palestinians from en- 
tering self-ruled Jericho in 
the West Bank to prevent the 
attackers from seeking re- 
fuge. 

About 140,000 Jews live in 
settlements scattered among 

(Continued on page 7) 


PLO, Hamas say Shaqaqi 
killing destroyed truce bid 


GAZA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials and rival 
Hamas leaders said on 
Wednesday the killing of Isla- 
mic Jihad chief Fathi Shaqaqi 
in Malta harms Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
contacts with hardline groups 
to end attacks against Israel. 

Shaqaqi, 43, was gunned 
down in Malta on Oct. 26. 
Islamic Jihad in the Gaza 
Strip accused Israel of the 
assassination and vowed to 
avenge his death. 

“What happened in Malta 
destroys the meetings which 
are taking place between us 
and Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad,” Mohammad Dahlan 
told Israel Radio. 

“It creates a barrier of mis- 
trust in the (PNA's) promises 
to these organisations that we 
will live in stability without 
interventions from the Israeli 
side.” 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has been trying to 
persuade Hamas, the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, to 
abandon armed attacks 
against Israelis threatening 
the PLO’s peace deal with 
Israel. 

Hamas spokesman 
Mahmoud Al Zahhar told 
Reuters; “It puts a lot of 
difficulties in front of dia- 
logue between any Palesti- 
nian faction and the (PNA)." 

He said that the main de- 
mand by the PNA in the 


dialogue had been to suspend 
armed struggle against Israel. 

“How can Hamas or Isla- 
mic Jihad accept what harms 
it?** he said, insisting that 
Hamas made no pledges yet 
on suspending armed attacks. 
He said such a decision will 
be made only after negotia- 
tions with the PNA are con- 
cluded. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Tuesday 
he hoped for a reconciliation 
between the PLO and 
Hamas, the PLO’s main mili- 
tant rival. 

Mr. Rabin said he hoped 
for an agreement that would 
end “terrorism.” Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, which remain 
implacably opposed to Israel, 
have killed scores of Israelis 
in suicide bomb attacks. 

Hamas leaders at home 
and abroad have appeared at 
odds over how to deal with 
the PNA as Israel hands over 
Palestinian towns and villages 
in the West Bank to the PLO. 

In Damascus, the successor 
to Shaqaqi threatened to take 
revenge against Mr. Rabin. 

“We say to Rabin: You 
will pay dearly. We have a 
rendezvous with you, you co- 
wards who assassinated Sha- 
qaqi in the back when he 
dared to face you,” warned 
Islamic Jihad’s new leader, 
Ramadan Abdullah Shallah. 

He was speaking at Sha- 
qaqi’s funeral in a Palestinian 
refugee camp of the outskirts 


of Damascus. 

“We are addressing you, 
you assassins, and we say to 
you, Rabin... listen closely: 
you have triggered a hard war 
because the head of Shaqaqi 
is worth Jerusalem,” said Mr. 
Shallah. 

He denounced the PNA 
for failing to ensure Shaqaqi 
be buried in his native Gaza 
Strip. 

“The authority of shame 
and defeat which promises, us 
a state has not even been able 
to ensure a tomb in Palestine 
for Shaqaqi,” who was expel- 
led by Israel in 1989, he said. 

Tens of thousands of mour- 
ners attended the funeral, as 
Shaqaqi was laid to rest 
alongside other fallen Palesti- 
nian militants. 

“Resistance is our honour, 
our dignity, our destiny," 
read a banner carried by the 
mourners. 

Armed Syrian police 
escorted cars in the funeral 
motorcade, which carried 
members of the Iranian- 
backed Lebanese group Hiz- 
bollah, as it wound its way 
towards the Yarmouk camp 
where Shaqaqi was buried. 

After prayers in a mosque, 
a white shroud was removed 
from the coffin and replaced 
by flowers. The coffin was 
carried more than a 
kilometre to its resting place 
alongside other fallen Palesti- 

: (Continued on page 7) 


France 
argues for 
nuclear 
weapons 

THE HAGUE (R) — France 
urged the International Court 
of Justice on Wednesday to 
•reject a United Nations re- 
quest for advice on the legal- 
ity of nuclear weapons. 

A French foreign ministry 
legal official argued that the 
request was inappropriate 
ana that a nuclear deterrent 
was key to national self- 
defence. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) and the 
U.N. General Assembly have 
asked the court, the U.N.’s 
main judicial body, to give an 
historic, though non-binding, 
pronouncement on whether 
international law permits tire 
threat or use of nuclear 
weapons. 

On the second day of pub- 
lic bearings at the court, 
France argued that the re- 
quests were “manifestly in- 
admissible” and “disturbing” 
and should be rejected. 

Marc de Brichambaut, 
foreign ministry legal affairs 
director, insisted that indi- 
vidual nations should be 
allowed to determine their 
own defence policies, parti- 
cularly in the case of self- 
defence. 

“I would warn the court 
against a formula which ... 
would imply an assessment of 
a defence policy based on 
deterrence,” he told the 14 
judges. 

“Such an approach would 
call into doubt the very basis 
of legitimate defence, a prin- 
ciple which ... protects the 
existence of states when they 
suffer armed aggression." 

Last Friday France staged 
its third nuclear test in the 
South Pacific since Septem- 
ber, one of a series planned 
by Paris before it signs an 
international treaty tanning 
all tests. The tests have met 
widespread international 
condemnation. 

Mr. De Brichambaut said 
France was committed to 
working towards a nuclear- 
free worid, fait only through 
foe existing channels of nego- 
tiation and not through ab- 
stract legal finding. - 
“France wants to make a 
significant-' contribution to 
peace and stability, both by 
affirming a strictly defensive 
doctrine and by participating 
in a determined and construc- 
tive manner in efforts to re- 
duce arms and, beyond that, 
towards a general and com- 
plete disarmament under effi- 
cient international control,”' 
he said. 

Underlining the French 
argument, Alain Pellet, pro- 
fessor of international law 
and member of France’s legal 
counsel, said: “The court is 
not a legislator, it is a purely 
judicial body,” and had no 

1 (Continued on page 7) 
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His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday receives Bahraini Trade Minister Sheikh 
Saleh AJ Saleh at the Royal Court (Petra photo) 

King receives Bahraini minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met 
at the Royal Court on 
Wednesday, with Sheikh 
Saleh Al Saleh, Bahrain's 
minister of trade, who con- 
veyed to the King greetings 
from Bahraini ruler Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa 


and congratulations on the 
success of the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 

s ummi t, . 

During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed topics 
discussed at the conference 
as well as regional and in- 
ternational issues of com- 


mon concern. 

The meeting was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem and His Royal 
Highness Prince Tala! Ben 
Mohammad, the King's 
military secretary. 


Rival Balkan leaders in 
‘last-chance’ peace talks 


DAYTON (Agencies) — 
Balkan rivals were meeting 
on Wednesday for what are 
being hailed as last-chance 
talks to end four years of 
Moody war and rearrange ex- 
Yugoslavia to allow sworn 
enemies to co-exist in peace. 

Cajoled by international 
mediators, they face the 
daunting task of dividing up 
the ruins of Bosnia to give 
separatist Serbs a territory of 
their own while meeting Bos- 
nian government demands 
for a unified state. 

A second issue on the table 
is thq peaceful return of 
Croatia's eastern Slavonia re- 
gion from rebel Serbs to gov- 
ernment control, with the 
threat of Zagreb’s armed in- 
tervention if the talks fail. 

U.S. President BUI Clin- 
ton, who has put his full 
weight behind the peace in- 
itiative, insisted the parallel 
talks must not fail. 

“It may be the last chance 
we have for a very long 
time,” he said on Tuesday. 
“Only the parties to this terri- 
ble conflict can end it. The 
world now looks to them to 
turn the horror of war to the 
promise of peace.” 

The parties themselves, the 
leaders of Serbia, Bosnia and 
Croatia expressed cautious 
optimism when they arrived 
on Tuesday evening at the 


high-security conference site, 
Wright-Patterson air force 
base near Dayton. 

But after four years of de- 
vastation, 200,000 killed or 
missing and more than two 
million displaced, nobody 
was underestimating the diffi- 
culties facing the talks, which 
could go on for weeks. 

Meanwhile the Bosnian 
Serbs are continuing to expel 
Bosnian Muslims and Croats 
from Serb-held areas of 
northern Bosnia, in con- 
travention of the terms of the 
current Bosnian ceasefire, 
the state-run Croatian news 
agency Hina said in Zagreb. 

Some 44 Bosnians — 36 
Muslims and eight Croats — 
who had been “violently 
thrown out of their homes by 
the Bosnian Serbs,” crossed 
the Sava River from Bosnia 
into Croatia late Tuesday, 
the agency said. 

They were in Wednesdat in 
Croatian town of Davor, it 
said. 

On Tuesday, the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said that 
“ethnic cleansing” of the 
Croats and Muslims from the 
region was continuing. 

Over 22,000 Muslims and 
Croats have been kicked out 
of the area by the Serb au- 
thorities since Aug. 14, 1995, 
according to UNHCR fi- 


gures. Of these, some 14,417 
are' Bosnian Croats, 7,619 
Muslims and 41 belong to 
different ethnic minorities. 

U.S. chief negotiator 
Richard Holbrooke said in 
Dayton on Wednesday the 
opposing factions were 
hardening their positions in 
advance of the talks and he 
could not be sure of a suc- 
cessful outcome. 

“They are digging in," he 
told NBC television’s “To- 
day" show. “They're harden- 
ing their positions over the 
last few days in anticipation 
of very tough talks and we’re 
not promising anything here 
except our best shot." 

Bosnia’s Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic said he had 
high hopes the talks would 
bring “justice and democra- 
cy." 

• “We cannot revive the 
dead. We cannot revive the 
17,000 children dead in Bos- 
nia. But we can get justice 
here and that justice means a 
fully functional Bosnian 
state, integrity, sovereignty, 
justice and democracy.” 

Arriving amid controversy 
over whether he should be 
allowed to attend at all, Ser-‘ 
bia’s President Slobodan 
Milosevic said he was optimis- 
tic the talks would yield a 
settlement. 


Opposition accuses Baghdad 
of blast that killed 28 in north 


ANKARA (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi opposition official said 
on Wednesday Baghdad was 
responsible for the bomb that 
killed at least 28 people and 
wounded 70 in Kurdisb- 
controlled northern Iraq. 

“It was definitely the Iraqi 
regime that did it," Hamid Al 
Bayati, London representa- 
tive of the Supreme Council 
for the Islamic Resistance in 
Iraq (SCIRI). told Reuters 
by telephone. 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress (INC) umbrella opposi- 
tion group, which wants to 
overthrow President Saddam 
Hussein, said at least 28 peo- 
ple died on Tuesday when a 
bomb exploded in its security 
office in the town of Salahud- 
din in northern Iraq. 

The London press office of 
the organisation said work 
was stiJI under way to dear 
the rubble. 

The Ankara office of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), which controls SaJa- 
huddin, said the number of 
bomb attacks had risen in the 
town, but it was" too early to 
speculate on the identity of 
the bombers. 

The KDP is one Of two 
warring Iraqi Kurdish groups 
that have split the region into 
competing territories. 

The INC, headquartered in 


northern Iraq since 1992. has 
tried to mediate between the 
KDP and rival Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK). 

Since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war northern Iraq has 
been protected from attacks 
by Baghdad by a Western 
allied air force based in Tur- 
key. 

Iraqi Kurds have often 
blamed Baghdad for attacks 
in northern Iraq, induding 
some directed at aid agencies 
to rebuild the region. 

In early September an Ira- 
qi Kurdish leader escaped un- 
harmed when a bomb planted 
at a roadside in the PUK- 
controlled dty of Erbil was 
detonated by remote control 
as his motorcade passed. 

The INC said Monday that 
Shiite Muslim rebels had 
been deployed in northern 
Iraq to launch joint attacks, 
on Iraqi government forces. 
An unsped fied number of 
militiamen from the Badre 
Brigade arrived south of the 
dty of Sufaymaniya. 

The INC has launched an 
investigation to try to deter- 
mine who was behind the 
blast. 

"We condemn this mon- 
strous action. We are waiting 
for'the outcome of the inves- 
tigations but it seems Saddam 
Hussein had a hand in it,” 


INC Vice President Latif 
Rashid said. 

'“This is the dictatorship in 
Baghdad’s first present to the 
people since the referen- 
dum, " Mr. Rashid said, re- 
ferring to the October 15 vote 
which returned President 
Saddam Hussein to power for 
another seven-year term. 

But he refused to speculate 
on who else could be behind 
the attack, saying informa- 
tion was still sketchy. 

Northern Iraq has been the 
scene of violent inter-Kurd 
dashes, as the PUK led by 
Jalal Talabani and Masoud 
Barzani’s KDP have fought 
.over sharing power and vital 
tax revenues since May 1994. 

More than 2,000 people 
have died in the clashes, 
according to Kurdish sources. 
Apart from the INC, the 
United States and Turkey 
have also been frying to 
mediate a peace accord. 

In February a massive car- 
bomb killed up to 80 dvilians, 
and wounded 200 others 
when it ripped through a busy 
Shopping area in Zakho in 
northern Iraq. 

In September two bombs 
attacks in Erbil, the main 
town of northern Iraq, left 
eight people dead and 14 
wounded. 
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UAE likely to spare 
maid from the whip 


AL ’AIN (R) — President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan may pardon the 
young Filipina maid facing 
100 lashes in a United Arab 
Emirates prison, sources 
close the case said on 
Wednesday. 

“It (a pardon) is not defi- 
nite but it is under serious 
consideration," one of the 
sources told Reuters. 

An Islamic Sharia law 
court on Monday sentenced 
the maid. Sarah Balabagan, 
to 100 lashes and a year in jail 
for killing her 70-year-old 
Gulf Arab employer. 

She would then be de- 
ported. 

The sentence reignited an 
international outcry sparked 
by an earlier death sentence 
against her for the premedi- 
tated murder last year of 
Almas Mohammad Al 
Baloushi in this oasis town. 

She said she stabbed him 
34 times in self-defence as he 
raped her. a plea rejected at 
her second trial although the 
verdict at the first hearing 
was that she had been raped. 

Protests in Manila were 
rapidly followed by pleas 
from ’the French foreign 
ministry and members of die 
U.S. Congress for her to be 
spared corpora) punishment. 

The prospect of death by 
firing squad was swept aside 
last month after Sheikh 
Zayed persuaded the 
Baloushi family to accept 
150.000 dirhams ($41,000) 
blood money in exchange for 
dropping their insistence on 
her execution. 

The UAE leader was 
praised in Philippines news- 
papers for bis compassison. 
One paper said he had shown 
that mercy could be found 
even in the harsh Arabian 
desert. 

Much international atten- 
tion focused on the maid's 
age. Ms. Balabagan and her 
family said she was 16 but the 


UAE government, citing her 
passport as evidence, said she 
was 28. Philippines author- 
ities said her papers were 
forged by labour racketeers 
to get her a job in the Gulf. 

Fresh outrage at the pros- 
pect of a caning was undim- 
med by assurances that Ms. 
Balabagan would not be flog- 
ged violently. 

The lashes — to be admi- 
nistered by a policewoman 
holding a book tucked under 
her arm — would be purely 
symbolic and painless. Philip- 
pines President Fidel 
Ramos’s chief of staff Ruben 
Torres said in an attempt to 
ease public shock. 

‘ The chief judge who pro- 
nounced Monday’s sentence. 


Sheikh Biy'a Ben Saliq, later 
told Reuters the number of 


told Reuters the number of 
lashes at any one time would 
depend on Ms. Balabagan's 
pain threshold. 

In a telephone call to her 
father from prison on Tues- 
day. Ms. Balabagan pleaded 
for mercy and appealed to 
Sheikh Zayed to pardon her. 

The maid's parents, Karim 
and Bai Balabagan. took her 
bananas and fresh clothing 
when they visited her in Al 
'Ain prison on Wednesday. 

Philippines embassy offi- 
cials present at the reunion, 
their first meeting since Mon- 
day's sentence, found the 
maid dressed in a bright pur- 
ple blouse and dark skirt and 
in a subdued mood. 

They said she told her pa- 
rents: 

“I am willing to take the 
lashing if it means immediate 
freedom. But I'm still hoping 
for a pardon from Sheikh 
Zayed. If being lashed means 
freedom now, I will take it." 

She also told her parents 
she saw two Filipina women 
being lashed in prison, the 
officials said. She massaged 
one of them to comfort her 
after the lashing. 


Musaveni to visit Egypt 
amid tension with Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ugan- 
dan President Yoweri 
Museveni is to make a three- 
day visit to Egypt starting on 
-Thursday to meet his Egyp- 
tian counterpart Hosni 
Mubarak, an official said 
Wednesday. 

, The two leaders will hold 
talks on “African matters and 
bilateral relations,” the offi- 
cial. with the Egyptian pres- 
idential office, said. 

Egypt and Uganda both 
have running disputes with 
Sudan and the visit comes 
after Khartoum accused 
Kampala on Sunday of send- 
ing troops into south Sudan 
to back a rebel offensive 
there. 

Uganda denies involve- 
ment, but Sudan said Tues- 
day it plans to bring a com- 
plaint before the United Na- 
tions. 

Kampala broke diplomatic 
ties with Khartoum in April, 
accusing it of backing a 
Christian militant guerrilla 
faction, the L’ rd’s Resist- 
ance Army (LRA). which is 
fighting’ to overthrow 
President Museveni. 

Cairo accuses Khartoum of 
backing militants waging a 
violent three-day campaign 
against the state and of assist- 
ing the June assassination 
attempt on Mr. Mubarak in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa. 

Uganda said on Wednes- 
day it was taking seriously 
threats by Sudan, and would 
fight back with foil force if 
attacked. 

“It is the duty of a national 
army to defend the integrity 
of the country. If they come, 
let them be assured that we 


shall be there." Minister of 
State for Defence A mama 
Mbabazi told Reuters in 
Kampala. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad Taha 


said on Tuesday that fighting 
in southern Sudan was “by all 


in southern Sudan was “by all 
standards an open military 
invasion of Sudan.” 


He said Sudan would take 
diplomatic, political and 
military measures to protect 
itself. 

Mr. Taha said Uganda 
must be behind the fighting 
because the rebel Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army 
jfiPLA) was not able by itself 
to launch the kind of military 
Offensive waged against 
Khartoum's forces in the 
south in the last week. 

Sudan said on Monday 
Uganda had launched a 
cross-border attack backed 
by tanks and artillery in sup- 
port of the SPLA. 

But Uganda and the SPLA 
denied there was any Ugan- 
dan involvement in the fight- 
ing. Uganda said Khartoum 
was trying to divert attention 
from a successful SPLA 
offensive. 

Aid workers and diplomats 
said last week the SPLA had 
begun its largest anti- 
government attack for years 
and captured the town of 
Parajok. They said SPLA 
forces continued to head 
north. 
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Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
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Fair wcalhcr conditions arc ex- 
pected Iq prevail during the 
weekend wifft skies partly cWudy. 
There will he a chance of scattered 
showers and winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
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PKK 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey on 
Wednesday criticised Russia 
for allowing a meeting of a 
Kurdish group that indudes 
representatives of rebels 
fighting a separatist insurgen- 
cy in Turkey and demanded it 
be stopped immediately. 


“It is up to Russia to im- 
mediately heal the wound 
that has been inflicted on 
bilateral relations," Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Omer 
Akbel told a news briefing. 


“We now expect the meet*, 
ing to be stopped.” 

Mr. Akbel said Turkey did 
not accept Russia’s explana- 
tion that they had allowed die 
meetings as it was originally 
billed as a scientific seminar 
and not a political gathering. 


Turkey at the start of the 
week lodged a complaint with 
the Russian ambassador over 
the three-day meeting in 
Moscow that began on Mon- 
day. Mr. Akbel said the 
meetings could adversely 
affect relations between the 
two countries. 


MILITANT REMINDER: Palestinian members of Islamic Jihad, whose leader Fafchi 
Shaqaqi was killed in Malta on Oct 26, wear shrouds dotted with blood, speak to 
reporters in Gaza threatening Israel and the U.S. for the killing of Shaqaqi (see 
page one) (AFP photo) 


The Kurdish Labour 
parliament-in-exile includes 
representatives of the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 
whose 11-year fight with the 
Turkish army for autonomy 
or independence in southeast 
Turkey has killed more than 
18,000 people. 


Belgian court easy on Somalia soldiers 


BRUSSELS (R) — A Brus- 
sels military court on Tues- 
day acquitted nine Belgian 
soldiers accused of maltreat- 
ing Somali children during a 
United Nations mission in 
1993, and gave another an 
eight-day suspended jail sent- 
ence. 

Judgment was suspended 
in the case against six remain- 
ing soldiers from a* group of 
16, based in SomaQia as part 
of a peacekeeping mission. 

Ail 16 had been accused of 
threatening behaviour and 
violence against young Soma- 
lis who entered their camp 
and frequently stole personal 
effects and equipment. 

Lieutenant Bruno Vander- 
vcllen, given the eight -day 
suspended sentence, admit- 
ted carrying out mock execu- 
tions. making the children dig 
what they thought would be 
their graves and frightening 


them by firing into the air. 

The prosecutor had de- 
manded six-months' impris- 
onment. 

“(The judgement) takes 
account of the situation on 
the ground," said lawyer Jac- 
ques Piron. 

Mr. Piron had defended 
another soldier accused of 
dangling a child from a bridge 
over a river said to be in- 
fested with crocodiles. - 

“Maybe it was excessive 
behaviour, but the court mar- 
tial considered that in the 
exceptional circumstances of 
Somalia it was acceptable,” 
he said, speaking after the 
judgement. 

“It was perhaps a way of 
reacting to children who, ex- 
cessively and repeatedly, 
came to their camp and stole 
their civilian and military 
material,'* Mr. Piron added. 

In 1993 some 1 ,000 Belgian 


U.N. peacekeepers were in 
Somalia, iminly in Kismayu. 
They were responsible for 
patrolling an area about twice 
the size of their home coun- 
try. 


Russia has denounced the 
meeting, saying it had no- 
thing to do with the 
parliament-in-exile. The in- 
auguration of the group last 
April in the Hague sparked a 
diplomatic row between Tur- 
key and the Netherlands. 


In July of that year inde- 
pendent human rights group 
Africa Rights published 
allegations of abuses by U.N. 
troops in Somalia and singled 
out the Belgian force as being 
particularly brutal arid hated 
as a virtual army of occupa- 
tion. 


Mr. Akbel also welcomed 
a call by the European Parlia- 
ment's foreign affairs com- 
mittee to renew contacts with 
Turkish deputies by lifting its 
block on the Turkey- 
European parliament joint 
committee. 


The Belgian defence minis- 
try said at the time incidents 
in the report had been blown 
up out of proportion. 

More than 30,000 U.N. 
troops were deployed at the 
peak of the U.N. operation, 
begun in 1992 to keep militia- 
men and bandits from block- 
ing supplies to end famine in 
the country. 


“The European parlia- 
ment. by doing this, will cor- 
rect a mistake it made in the 
past,” Mr. Akbel said. 


The block was instituted 
last year to protest against 
the trial of eight Kurdish 
parliamentarians for alleged 
separatist activities. Four re- 
main in jail serving 15-year 
terms. 


Study: Masada siege lasted only weeks, not months 


Mr. Mbabazi said Uganda 
was committed to dialogue 
with Sudan to end mistrust 
and accused Khartoum of not 
being committed to a recon- 
ciliation agreement signed 
fast June. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Taking a 
whack at a cherished legend 
of Jewish valor, an American 
scholar says the Roman siege 
of the mountaintop fortress 
of Masada lasted weeks — 
not years as many Israelis 
believe. 

Calculating the Roman 
army’s work capacity. 
Jonathan Roth of San Jose 
State University in California 
concluded that the siege 
lasted, at most, two months 
after the 10th legion arrived 
at the steep-sided Mesa near 
the Dead Sea, where 967 
Jewish zealots were holding 
out. 

“The siege only lasted as 
long as it took to build the 
ramp” leading np to the for- 
tress, Mr. Roth said in a 
telephone interview from 
California. “That took a 
minim um of four weeks, a 
maximum of eight and most 


probably about six weeks.” 
Some Israeli archaeologists 
are challenging the conclu- 


sion, saying it ignores ele- 
ments like the extreme heat 


of the Dead Sea area. Meir 
Ben-Dov, who helped exca- 
vate Masada in the 1960s, 
maintains the siege lasted ab- 
out eight months. 

Masada, southeast of Jeru- 
salem . was the last outpost of 
the zealots during the Jewish 
revolt against Rome that be- 
gan in 66 A.D. After Roman 
battering rams breached the 
fortress* gates, the Jews com- 
mitted stndde rather than be 
taken prisoner. 

First-century historian 
Josephus Flavius reported 
that the Romans laid siege to 
Masada in 73 A.D. while 
building a ramp about 90 
metres tali. Most archaeolog- 
ists have estimated the siege 
lasted between four and 


seven months. Popular wis- 
dom holds it lasted years. 

The notion that Jewish 
zealots held the Romans at 
bay became one of modern 
Israel’s most compelling 
national myths. At one time, 
Israeli armoured troops 
swore allegiance on the 
plateau by declaring “Masa- 
da shall not fall again.” 


rock formation. 

Mr. Roth computed that it 
usually took about 20 days 
for the Roman army to build 
ramps during their siege of 
cities. At Masada, “there 
were too few defenders for 
them to have slowed down 
the Romans in any significant 
way,” he said. 


Mr. Rothman assistant pro- 
fessor of history, said the 
story has been greatly ex- 
aggerated. 


He said the Roman forces 
numbered some 9,600, not 
including thousands of slaves 
and conscripted Jewish 
labourers. They first built a 
4.2-kilometre stone wall sur- 
rounding the plateau and 
then erected the ramp, 
which, according to Dan Gill 
of the geological survey of 
Israel, was laid on a natural 


His conclusions were pub- 
lished in the latest issue of 
Scripts Classics Israelica, an 
annual academic journal of 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, and appeared last 
week in the Haaretz news- 
paper. 


Professor Hannah Cotton, 
an editor of Scripta Classics 
Israelica, said the essence of 
the Masada story remains un- 
blemished. 

“Even standing op to the 
Romans for four weeks is 
significant enough,” she said. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Suharto: No Israel ties discussed 


Iranian diplomat released from Argentine hospital 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Iran’s top diplomat was 
released from hospital Tuesday, 10 days after he was shot 

and seriously wounded by a gunman on a motorcycle. 


Under tight security and accompanied by family m ® mDen s 
Charge d’ Affaires Gholamali Rajabt Yazcfi drove hom e 


u ruiaiiu w.iwib...— - — j _ . . . . , . 

from the Sacred Family Clinic where he had been held m 
intensive care for three days. A gunman shot Mr. Rajah 
Yazdi through his car window Oct. 21 as he was rawing 
through the suburb of Belgrano with tas wfe and too 
vouna daughters. The diplomat managed to keep driving 
until he reached the medical clinic. Reports did not say 
whether his family was injured. The Iranian govemmem 
blamed the attack on Israel, which denied involvement. A 
senior Iranian official travelled to Buenos Aires las 
Sunday to investigate the shooting. The Israeh govern- 
ment local Jewish organisations and some Argentine 
officials have blamed Iran for backing the bombuig of a 
Jewish cultural centre that killed 95 people m July 1994. 
Iran also was suspected in Che 1992 bombing of the Israel 
embassy in Buenos Aires, which killed 29 people. 


Eight killed in Saudi fire 


RIYADH (AFP) — Eight people died in their sleep earfj 
Wednesday when a fire swept through an apartmem 
building in Saudi Arabia’s southwestern city of Abba, tlx 
newspaper Al Riyadh reported. General Salah Al Wabd, 
civil defence chief in the Assir region, told the newspapo 
most of the dead were Saudis and that seven other people 
were hurt in the blaze which may have been caused by i 
short circuit. j 


Riyadh, Ankara plan joint anti-drugs fight 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia and Turkey are trying t 
hammer out a cooperation accord to fight drug traffiddq 
Turkish ambassador to Riyadh Turkeku) Kurttekin sa 
Tuesday. “Contacts are going on between officials fromth 
two countries' interior ministries to look at documeo 
linked to a cooperation accord to fight the trafficking g 
drugs,” he said without giving any date for the signing o 
such an agreement. Four Turks caught smuggling dng 
into the kingdom were publicly beheaded by sword in Said 
Arabia on Aug. 11 and 14. And another 70 Tuitisl 
nationals are detained in Saudi prisons for traffic^ 
narcotics with 20 having been sentenced to death, tin 


Turkish Foreign Ministry said. Ankara has opted for 
“discreet diplomacy” in the affair in order not to haniitix 


fate, Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer . 
said in August. The Saudi anti-drug squad anno 


Tuesday it had arrested several foreigners and seized A 
kilogrammes of heroin worth S14 million, the biggest ha 


for years. Since 1987 Saudi Arabia has imposed the de 
penalty on drug traffickers and repeat abusers. Riyadh 1 
carried out a record 191 beheadings this year, mainly I 
drug trafficking. 


OAU to send 50 observers to Algeria 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The Organisation of Africa 
Unity (OAU) said on Wednesday it was sending S 
observers to Algeria to monitor a presidential electro 
guerrillas have threatened to wreck. The OAU said th 
observers, consisting of OAU staff and representatives u 
member states, were being sent for the Nov. 16 election i 
response to a request from the Algerian government. Th 
team would set up command post in Algiers and depfo 
across the 48 regions of Algeria for the election, it added 
African diplomats in Addis Ababa said Musa Traore, th 
former president of Mali, might lead the observer team B 
Algeria. leaving Addis Ababa on Nov. 11. An OAl 
spokesman declined to comment on who would head tb 
observer mission. 


Kuwait's Arab, Western allies plan war games 


KUWAIT (R) — U.S. officers have demonstrated 3i 
American war management computer programme to Aral 
and Western counterparts preparing exercises among Gut 
war coalition countries. Kuwait’s Defence Ministry said ot 
Wednesday. “The (computer) system is being used outsit 
the U.S. for the first time.” a ministry statement said aft* 
four days of talks by officers from Egypt, Syria, France, th< 
united States, Britain and six Gulf Arab countries. It sak 
the allies used the so-called Battle Analysis System todn% 
up scenarios for exerdse ultimate resolve aimed a 
showing the 1991 alliance against Iraq is still in operation 
The exerase from April 13-17 will be a compute 
generated command post manoeuvre to help the 12 aJfe 
standardise procedures and communications and improv 
team-building skills and coordination on logistics an 
fighting. 
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Air. Aswan .... SJJDp.m. every 


. Beirut (RJ) 
Aqaba (RJ ) 


MARKET prices 

Upper lower price in tits per kg. 


Muscat (RJ) 
.... Abu Dhabi, Al’Ain (RJ) 

...... Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

ParolRJ) 

London (RJ) 

Athcm(RJ) 

i ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

1 Umaea(RJ) 

i Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


1 Delhi. Kuali Lumpur (add) 

(RJ) 

5 Cairo (RJ) 

i Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

OfcSO Beirut. London (BA) 

•7*5 Beirut (ME) 

1300 

Ahu Dhabi. Al Am. Moscal (GF) 

1300 Algiers (AH) 

««O0 Riyadh (SV) 


Apple 

Banana 

5**® (Mukarnmar) .. 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (targe) 

Cucumbers (small) .... "* 

Eggplant ;;; 

Garik 

Grapes ”” 

Grape Fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 200/ 14 

Olives (green) 4sn/3S 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Pepper (hoi) 200/ ]50 

Pepper (sweet) 2ttvi5fl 

Potato 2ft 

Radish 



JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian President Suharto said on 
Wednesday he did not discuss opening diplomatic ties with 
Israel during his recent talks with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. “The meeting was to exchange informa- 
tion, so there were no other problems discussed, such as 
diplomatic relations, etc..,,” President Suharto told repor- 
ters on board his aircraft. He was returning to Indonesia 
after an 18-day trip to the Americas, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. “The meeting was only a continua- 
tion of my (previous) meeting... because Israel sees 
Indonesia as the country whose majority of people are 
Muslim,” he said. President Suharto held talks with Mr. 
Rabion in New York on Oct. 21. the second such meeting 
between the two leaders. Mr. Rabin made a surprise visit to 
Indonesia two years ago to meet President Suharto, the 
first by an Israeli leader, but Jakarta has so far ruled out 
opening diplomatic ties. 
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Spinach 

Slrine Beans ................ 760 1 * 


Siring Beans 760 / f- 

Tangerine 2SWI 

Tomato 14ffl 
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HRH Princess Basina Wednesday meets with the head or the regional dfrice of the 
United Nations Development Programme, Sa’ad Frarji, UNDP Resident Representa- 
tive Jorgcb Lissner at the Queen Alia Fund for Social Development (Petra photo) 
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UN presents Princess Basma 
with anniversary booklet 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A 
booklet issued on the Unit- 
ed Nations' 50th anniver- 
sary and which includes 
two Jordanian projects car- 
ried out in cooperation with 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme 

(T r NDP) was presented 
Wednesday to HRH 
Princess Basma by the head 
of the regional office of the 
UNDP, Sa’ad Frarji. 


The UN official also 
delivered to the Princess a 
UNDP list containing 100 
prominent personalities 
including the Princess and 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 


san. 

Princess Basma thanked 
the UNDP for its contribu- 
tions to Jordanian develop- 
ment projects especially 
those aiming to improve the 
living conditions of the 


poor and rural communities 
with pazticular attention to 
women and children. 

The Princess reviewed 
with the UN official the 
role of the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF) through 45 centres 
around the country. 

UNDP Resident Repre- 
sentative in Jordan J 0 rgen 
Lissner and QAF officials 
attended the meeting. 


Magic Wcrld looking fpr legal 
options m alleged defamation issue 


jrsto Alget 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — An American 
company Wednesday said it 
is continuing to explore 
legal options against a local 
newspaper for a story it 
alleges is defamatory. 

Richard Ligon, chief 
operations officer of Magic 
World, a company planning 
for a mold-million dollar 
theme park on the southern 
shore of Aqaba, said that 
Magic World, and its parent 
company, Group LLC, 
would continue to consult 
with legal councils in 
Amman to examine all pos- 
sible legal options a g ai ns t 
an Arabic daily after the 
paper failed to print a 
retraction of statements 
published on Oct, 24 and 28 
alleging that the company 
was a “phoney entity” with 
a $2j00 capital. 

The daily on Wednesday 
ran what Mr. Ligon called a 
“nearly verbatim" state- 
ment the company made to 
the press prior to the open- 


ing day of the Middle East 
and North Africa summit, 
which said that the com- 
ments published - in the 
paper were “absolutely 
false.” 

“What was published 
today (Wednesday) should 
have been done in the first 
place ” said Alan Fulscher, 
director of business ven- 
tures at Group LLC, “but 
it’s .not a retraction. We 
’woufd like a foil apology 
and a foil retraction of 
those statements” 

The two businessmen 
said that they had written 
communication from the 
daily saying that “the com- 
pany bore us no ill-will and 
thar the information was 
received from ‘official 
sources.’ and that the paper 
“indicated it was planning 
to write a retraction.” 

“We would like to express 
our disappointment that the 
paper did not print a retrac- 
tion,” Mr. Fulscher said. 

Aqaba Regional Authori- 
ty (ARA) President Fayez 
Kbasawneh said last week 


that after investigating the 
company, official informa- 
tion held that Magic 
World’s financial situation 
“was contrary to what was 
primed in the press.” 

Group LLC also present- 
ed a letter to Lhe Jordan 
Times from the company’s 
certified public accountant 
which stated that Group 
LLC bolds assets in excess 
of $3 million, and showed 
the company’s expenditures 
on the Aqaba project thus 
far to be nearly $1 million. 

To date. Magic World has 
signed a letter of agreement 
with ARA to build a resort 
on 56 6 dunums of Aqaba’s 
south coast, complete with 
a 400-dunum theme park 
and a 256 room, five-star 
hoteL 

Mr. Khasawneh told the 
Jordan Times that ARA was 
prepared to proceed with 
the ratification of the pro- 
ject and expected it to be 
referred to the cabinet for 
debate. 


Delegations leave Jordan on optimistic note 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Kuwaiti delegation to the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit led by Abdul Muh- 
sen Hanif left for home 
Wednesday praising the 
outcome of the meetings 
which ended Tuesday 
evening and saying that the 
region should start feeling 
the results of the three-day 
conference in the near 
future. 

Mr. Hanif , who is under- 
secretary of the Kuwaiti 
Finance Ministry, said his 
country did not submit any 
proposals for projects but 
that they did take part in 
discussions over various 
proposals at the national 
and die regional levels. He 
noted that the region has 
vast potential for investors 
by the private sectors. 

The Kuwaiti official and 
his delegation were seen off 
at the airport by Finance 
Ministry Secretary General 
Suleiman Hafez and the 


Kuwaiti charge d’affaires in 

Amman. 

Also Wednesday Director 
General of the Qatari 
Chamber of Industry and 
Trade Majed Maliki said 
die chamber will soon 
organise an exchange of 
visits to Qatar and Jordan 
by Jordanian and Qatari 
businessmen to follow up 
discussions on topics taken 
up by the MENA meeting. 

The 43-member Qatari 
delegation discussed pro- 
jects for joint investments 
to be earned out in Jordan 
and the Palestine self-rule 
areas, according to Mr. 
Maliki. 

He sa d members of the 
Qatari delegation to ■ the 
MENA summit included 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
businessmen living and 
working in Qatar 

The first Deputy Foreign 
Minister of China Tian 
Ching left Amman for the 
West Bank Wednesday after 
taking part in tbe MENA 



Kuwaiti Under-secretary of Finance Abdul Muhsen Hanif Wednesday is seen off from 
Marka Airport by his Jordanian counterpart Suleiman Hafez (Petra photo) 


conference at the head of a 
13-member delegation. He 
described tbe meeting as 
highly success fuL 
The Chinese official said 


that the Chinese delegation 
held talks with Jordanian 
business people on 
prospects for joint invest- 
ment projects. Mr. Ching 


also said the Chinese gov- 
ernment supports and will 
organise further meetings 
between tbe business com- 
munities in both countries. 


Mideast needs 30m more telephone lines, says company executive 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Middle 
East region needs 30 mil- 
lion more telephone lines 
and $112 billion to procure 
them, a senior executive of 
the communications giant, 
Motorola, has said. 

Telecommunications con- 
stitute one essentia] compo- 
nent for economic develop- 
ment, as well as a source of 
education for a “booming 
generation”, a panel of six 
speakers agreed during a 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) summit 
workshop on Information 
Superhighway and 

Telecommunications held 
Tuesday evening. 

Regional telephone densi- 
ty- currently registers an- 
average 5.5 per cent, but to 
accelerate economic devel- 
opment this needs to be 
increased to 30 per cent, 
said Nynex (USA) Presi- 
dent Dan Petri. 

“In Jordan, there are six 
to seven telephone lines per 
100 people. This is slightly 
higher chan the regional 


average. In tbe United Arab 
Emirates, there are 30 per 
100, and this level needs to 
be seen throughout region,” 
Mr. Pe*ri said. 

One barrier to such 
expansion of telecommuni- 
cation networks is the justi- 
fication of the cost against 
the value, noted Hanan 
Achsaf, managing and 
country director of Motoro- 
la, Israel. 

Mr. Achsaf said: “There is 
a need for 30 million more 
telephone lines in the Mid- 
dle East” and this would 
require $112 billion in 
financing, be added. 

Among the panelists there 
was also a consensus on tbe 
need for regional coopera- 
tion and strategic partner- 
ships, as well as the neces- 
. sity for training ip telecom- 
munications. 

“There is a need for more 
trained people . . . there 
must be investment in peo- 
ple .. . there is a booming 
generation of youth who 
are waiting to be used,” 
said Olivetti’s Senior Vice- 
President Bruno Lam- 
borghini from Italy. 


Mr. Lamborghini added 
that the countries of the 
region needed to “open 
their borders” to benefit 
from each others' telecom- 
munication systems and 
advancements, and to 
improve “links between the 
Middle East and Europe.” 

The vice president and 
-general manager of strate- 
gic markets for Ericsson 
Telecom, Goran Rasmus- 
son, reiterated the call to 
promote regional and inter- 
national cooperation and 
said that time should be 
spent on the “harmonisa- 
tion of telecommunication 
standards” regionally and 
internationally, particularly 
with Europe given its geo- 
graphical proximity. 

Out of Jordan’s 27 official 
projects proposed-, during 
this week’s suipmit, four 
were dedicated to telecom- 
munications. 

The projects included fre- 
quency management and 
licensing, a national infor- 
matics infrastructure, digi- 
tal telecommunication 
infrastructure and project 
opportunities for the private 


sector. 

As a first step towards 
modernising and liberalis- 
ing the Kingdom’s telecom- 
munications sector, the 
government approved a 
new Telecommunications 
Law which is currently 
waiting parliamentary 
endorsement. 

The law will provide a 
framework for regulated 
competition and calls for 
tbe establishment of an 
independent telecommuni- 
cations regulatory office. 

The regulatory office will 
man age the radio frequency 
spectrum so as to promote 
the delivery of quality 
telecommunications ser- 
vices while maximising the 
return from this valuable 
but limited resource. 

. During '- the economic 
forum two telecommunica- 
tion agreements were 
signed between Jordan and 
international corporations. 

Announced on Sunday 
was a sealing of a joint ven- 
ture between ASAS Trad- 
ing and In vestment and 
Sprint, a major U.S, 
telecommunications firm 


that will provide Internet 
access to Jordan. 

Sprint International 
(USA) President Chris 
Rooney said during Tues- 
day’s workshop that his 
company Had already hiiwt 
a first group of engineers 
for the project implementa- 
tion. 

Tuesday saw the signing 
of a JD 25 milli on deal 
between the Telecommuni- 
cations Corporation (TCC) 
and Siemens, a major Ger- 
man electronics manufac- 


turer. 

Siemens will supply, 
install and commission 
local line plant networks, 
with a capacity of 300,000 
subscriber lines. The pro- 
ject, which has been 
financed by a loan from die 
European Investment Bank, 
is scheduled for completion 
in 1998. 

Within the next three 
years, the TCC therefore 
hopes to have increased the 
penetration of telephone 
services to about 13 per 
cent 


British Institute looks for clues to ancient life in Wadi Faynan 


By Lola KeQani 

Special to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A Byzantine 
cemetery recently excavat- 
ed in southern Jordan could 
contain some of the most 
significant clues to ancient 
life in tbe region despite the 
delapidated state of some 
of tbe tombs there, accord- 
ing to the British Institute 
for Archaeology and Histo- 
ry (BIAAH) which was 
established in 1978. 

More than half of the 
1,200 graves excavated so 
far have been pilfered. The 
cemetery, which is part of 
the archaeological site in 
Wadi Faynan, was known 
to exist in the 19th century 


but excavations started only 
in March 1994 by tire 
BIAAH. 

Wadi Faynan, located in 
tbe north of Petra, was con- 
sidered the industrial heart- 
land of Jordan due to cop- 
per-mining and processing 
carried out there as early as 
4500 B.C. 

Tbe wadi entombs tbe 
remains of earlier settle- 
ments, dating as far back as 
the Neolithic to tire mediae- 
val period. 

“The excavation projects 
are currently being carried 
out by the BIAAH, in coop- 
eration with the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the 
Yarmouk University,” said 
Alison McQuitty, director 


of the institute. 

Some of tire headstones in 
the cemetry have crosses 
engraved on them, and one 
was found with an engrav- 
ing of a Nabatean god. 

Tbe one grave that 
archaeologists have chosen 
to uncover contained the 
skeleton of an adult male 
who bad been buried with 
bis leather shoes and 
wrapped in a shroud, but no 
“grave goods” were found. 
Tbe site contains tire largest 
collection of Byzantine 
skeletons in Jordan. 

Tbe first phase of tire pro- 
ject was completed in 
Aug. 1994, and two more 
phases should be carried 
Out: tbe p lanning of the 


south cemetery and Khirbal 
Faynan. 

Ms. McQuitty also said 
that the financial support 
for Wadi Fynan was given 
Jby the Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Office of Great 
Britain, but the Byzantine 
cemetery excavation pro- 
ject is financed by the 
British embassy. 

“Tbe bulk of our financ- 
ing is coming from private 
individuals, so we aim to 


increase excavation aware- 
ness through fund-raising,” 
Ms. McQuitty, who has 
been in Jordan since 1981, 
told the Jordan Times. 

Plans for further excava- 
tion of tbe Byzantine ceme- 
tery is considered to be 


extremely important 
because 700 gravestones 
have been stoles, and grave 
robbing is still continuing. 

“A number of special sur- 
veys, environmental, eco- 
logical and archaeological 
should also be part of tbe 
study in advance of further 
development,” Ms. 

McQuitty said 

Khirbal Faynan, the main 
settlement site with the col- 
lapsed remains of dense 
Roman-Byzantine stone 
buildings, needs an imme- 
diate and surface survey for 
pottery and artefacts, espe- 
cially since the ancient field 
is still in use today. 
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fund-raising for excavation 


Thursday at 5.00pm 


* Fund-raising event to finance the excavation project 
in Wadi Faynan, organised by the British Institute at 
Amman for Archaeology and History, at the British 
Embassy dub on Friday (noon - 4:00 pm) (Tel. 
841317) 


“Legacy of the Mamluks” (with commentary in Ara- 
bic by Dr. Khalid Khreis) at Daxat Al Funun, on 
Thursday at 5.30pm. 


BANI HAMIDA FALL EXHIBITION 


SEMINAR 


"The Aftermath of Women’s Beijing Conference — 
Jordanian Impressions" (in Arabic) with the partici- 
pation of Kheiri Mansour, Asma Khader and Nawal 
Fa'uri at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman on Thursday at 6.00pm. 


* The Bani Hamida Women’s Weaving Project pre- 
sents ''Winds of Change" its fall exhibition at the 
Jerusalem Insurance Company in Shmeisani (TeL 
658696) 


EXHIBITIONS 


FILM 

Mosquito Coast," at the American Center on 
iy at 5:00 p.m. 



TCika" at the Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman on 


* Metal works by Ammar Khammash at Liwan, off 
Wadi Saqra Street Also displaying all kinds of 
handicrafts. (Tel 699141) 

* Paintings by Sal am K ana an and ceramics by 
Najwa Annab and Margaret Tadros at Alia Art 
Gallery. 
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MONDAY & THURSDAY 

FREE ENTRANCE 

From lOtfO pm to 3:00 ajn. 


Under Tbe Mronage of HRH Princess Sumaya ElHassan 


The Wadi Faynan Ghouls & Ghosts Gig 
At the British Embassy Club 
Friday 3rd November 1995, l2-4pm. 


Ticket cu gate :3fD Free entry for children under 12 years 
Contact Tel: 841317 * 


* u 


Sponsored by 








& 


The most 
Exciting 
Sound & 
Light show 


Ramada Hotel 

Tel. 825941 -816722 
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4 World News 


Sri Lanka army fears rebel 


chemical weapon attacks 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka’s army fears rebel 
ambushes and possible 
chemical weapon attacks as 
it stands poised to seize the 
northern Tamil Tiger guer- 
rilla stronghold of Jaffna, 
military sources said 
Wednesday. 

Aid workers say the army 
could move into Jaffna City 
possibly “within hours” if it 
wanted to after a mass exo- 
dus of more than 100,000 
rebels and civilians left it a 
virtual ghost town. 

“They may have tried to 
depopulate Jaffna so that 
they can use chemical 
weapons when our troops 
move in,” a senior military 
officer told Reuters. 

The rebels used chlorine 
gas to attack troops in 1990 
during a failed attempt to 
overrun an army camp, but 
caused no harm. The officer 
said the army was taking the 
chemical weapon threat 
seriously and had distrib- 
uted gas masks to some of 
the troops. 

Althougb soldiers were 
dose to the outskirts of the 
battered city tbeir advance 
would be slowed by mine- 
fields, booby-traps and 
ambushes laid by the 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), be said. 

“We should be able to 
move in quickly if there is 
do resistance," be said. “But 
we're obviously going to be 
careful of walking into a 
trap.” 

A senior Western relief 
worker in touch with col- 
leagues in Jaffna told 
Reuters (be town looked 
almost empty with the army 
just north of the dty. 

“It could be in Jaffna City 
within hour s tod ay," he 
said. “The LTTE has left 


Jaffna City. Apparently 
they're not ready to fight in 
Jaffna. This is good for the 
people, but it has triggered 
an exodus of dvilians and 
we’re trying to ensure tbeir 
safety.” 

He said only those who 
could not move remained at 
the J affn a Hospital which 
army sources said they want 
to capture to block its use by 
the rebels. 

In the eastern Batticaloa 
district, the rebels killed 
eight police commandos in 
an ambush Wednesday 
morning, the military said. 

An army statement said 
five soldiers and 10 rebels 
died in Tuesday’s fighting 
for two road junctions on 
the way to Jaffiia. Air force 
ground attack aircraft 
bombed the rebels in the 
Urumpirai and Kopay areas, 
it said 

At least 35 rebels and 
eight soldiers were killed 
Monday night when troops 
beat off rebel attempts to 
infiltrate army defences, it 
said The bodies of 20 
rebels, including eight shat- 
tered by shelling, were 
found during a later search. 

Rebel resistance to the 
army’s two-pronged 
advance crumbled Monday 
after troops captured 
Neerveli, 10 kilometres 
northeast of Jaffiia, where 
the rebels had an under- 
ground hospital and bunker 
complex and their air wing 
headquarters. 

Three army divisions of 
more than 21,000 men 
backed by tanks, artiUezy 
and aircraft have pushed 
south from tbeir Palaly Air 
Base and now stand less 
than 5-1 12 kilometres of the 


Ocl 17 is the army’s biggest 
against the Tigers, fighting 
for an independent home- 
land for minority Tamils in 
the north and east of the 
island nation. More than 

50.000 people have died in 
the 12-year wdt 

At least 751 rebels have 
been killed and more than 

2.000 wounded in the offen- 
sive. The army has lost 192 
men and had more than 700 
wounded. 

K. Pormambalam, the top 
government administrator 
in Jaffna, told Reuters be 
had urged the government 
to declare Tenmaradchi, the 
southeastern quarter of the 
peninsula where 65 per cent 
of Jaffna’s population have 
taken refuge, a safety zone. 

He said he had asked the 
government to request aid 
agencies for immediate 
shipments of tents, roofing 
mate rial, food and disinfec- 
tant tike chlorine required to 
fight diarrhoea and eye dis- 
ease spreading fast among 
refugees. 

Indian troops on alert 


city centre. 

The offensive launched on 


Meanwhile police in 
India’s southern state of 
Tamil Nadu have been 
placed on alert for a possi- 
ble infiltration of Tamil 
rebels fleeing an advancing 
army in Sri Lanka, senior 
intelligence officers said 
Wednesday. . 

“We are keeping a watch 
at the airport, ports and car- 
rying out random checks -at 
railway stations for any pos- 
sible infiltration,” a senior 
intelligence officer told 
Reuters. 

The officer, who asked not 
to be named, said security 
for Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Jayalalitha had 
also been intensified. 


Jayalalitha has been a tar- 
get of the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
since sbe ordered police in 
Tamil Nadu in 1991 to crack 
down on rebels taking 
refuge in the state. 

“In general there is a secu- 
rity alert here because of the 
situation in Jaffna,” he said. 

The Indian official dis- 
missed a new spape r report 
which said LTTE leader 
Velupillai Prabhakaran had 
sneaked into Tamil Nadu to 
elude capture by tbe Sri 
Lankan government “That 
is nonsense. As of now, 
Prabhakaran is net here,” he 
said. 

The official said heavy 
patrolling of Indian and Sri 
Lankan navies along tbe 
Palk Strait that separates 
northern Sri Lanka from 
southern India would make 
it difficult for Tigers to 
sneak into India. 

“But anything is possible. 
Maybe some of their cadres 
may try to enter India not 
from southern coast waters 
but from the east coast, say 
from Calcutta,” he said. 

Indian support for the 
Tigers, which was consider- 
able at one time, has been 
waning in re cent years. 

The LTTE is suspected to 
have assassinated former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi in 1991, after Mr. 
Gandhi sent Indians troops 
to northern Sri Lanka in 
1987 to help Colombo in 
trying to disarm the Tigers. 

But many Indian Tamils 
sympathise with Sri Lankan 
Tamil separatists and some 
local politicians have 
appealed for a halt to civil- 
ian killings that the Sri 
Lankan army is alleged to 
have carried out in the cur- 
rent fighting. 


Another blaze reported on disaster-hit Azeri metro 


BAKU (R) — Another fire 
was reported Tuesday on 
the underground railway 
njetwork in Azerbaijan’s 
capital Baku, three days 
after 300 people died in a 
blaze there, bat this time no- 
one was hurt 

A Russian newspaper said 
passengers fled to safety 
from toxic fumes. 

The incident came as 
Azeri and Russian investi- 
gators hunted for clues to 
the world’s worst under- 
ground rail disaster amid 
speculation in this 
Transcaucasian state that 
die deaths may have been 
caused by sabotage. 

Russia's Interfax News 
Agency quoted deputy 
Prime Minister Abbas 
Abbasov as telling a gov- 
ernment commission that a 
train engine caught fire at 
the Kara Karayev Station 
Tuesday. 

He said it was promptly 
put out by station workers. 
No one was hurt 


First findings from tbe 
tunnel in central Baku, 
where Saturday’s victims 
were crushed, electrocuted 
or burned to death after a 
fire started under tbeir train, 
seemed to point away from 
a bomb attack. 

Investigators said iate 
Monday that the bodies did 
not show evidence of an 
explosion, although 

Azerbaijan President 

Haydar Aliyev said sabo- 
tage could not be ruled out. 

Security Minister Namig 
Abbasov told Interfax dial 
underground workers were 
trying to avoid being 
blamed for tbe disaster. 

“If there was an explo- 
sion, .the dead would have 
bad corresponding wounds 
which were not discovered 
during investigations,” Mr. 
Abbasov was quoted as say- 
ing Tuesday. 

But Mr. Aliyev, whose 
country is feeing a parlia- 
mentary election on Nov. 
12, noted there had been 


two bomb attacks on the 
Underground in tbe last 18 
months, a fart which has 
fuelled tbe sabotage theory. 

Deputy Premier Abbasov 
was quoted in Russia's 
Komsomolskaya Pravda 
daily newspaper as saying 
tbe main cause of the disas- 
ter was “the ageing metro 
system whicb was inherited 
from tbe Soviet era”. 

Interfax quoted bim as 
saying that fire — this time 
without casualties — hit 
another Baku underground 
train Tuesday. 

The popular Moscow 
newspaper Moskovsky 
Komsomolets reported that 
toxic fames spread when 
the Baku train caught fire, 
leaving passengers only 
minutes to escape. 

The disaster should serve 
as a “serious wanting” to 
metro authorities in 
Moscow and other cities 
using similar Soviet-era 
systems, it said. - 

It said foe driver made a 


fatal error by stopping in the 
tunnel instead of going on 
to the next station — a 
move which spared loss of 
life when a train caught fire 
in Moscow in 1987. 

Tbe independent newspa- 
per Izvestiya sounded 
another warning for tbe citi- 
zens of tbe Russian capital, 
reporting that trains were 
stopped for 16 minutes in 
Moscow late Monday after 
oil whicb bad leaked onto a 
track caught fire. 

Azeri Health Minister Ali 
Insanov said at the weekend 
289 people were killed in 
the Baku fire and 269 were 
hurt, but hospital officials 
said 337 had died and 270 
were injured 

On Tuesday life in Baku, a 
city of two million people, 
was more or less back to 
normal although under- 
ground services bad been 
reduced 


Tokyo, U.S. agree not to 


cut U.S. troops in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Japan and 
the United States agreed 
Wednesday not to cut the 
number of U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in Japan but to con- 
sider redeploying some of 
them away from Okinawa, 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said 
In another effort to smooth 
security ties between the 
two allies, Mr. Perry also 
publicly apologised for the 
alleged involvement of 
three U.S. servicemen in 
the rape of a schoolgirl on 
the southern Japanese 
island, the incident that set 
off the current crisis. 

After meeting Japan’s 
Defence Minister Seishiro 
Eto and Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono, Mr. Perry 
announced that a joint spe- 
cial committee would be 
set up to study the possibil- 
ity of reducing the 26,000 
; U.S. troop* - on Okinawa by 
; shirting ic of them to 
) r-foer r ' f J jpan. 

Mr. Perry said in a speech 
to reporters that the U.S.- 
Japan alliance was strong 
despite demands in 
Okinawa for troop cuts 


over tbe rape of the 12- 
year-old girl on Sept 4. 

The three servicemen go 
on trial for the rape in a 
Japanese court on Nov. 7. 

Mr. Perry defended the 
U.S. response to Okinawan 
anger, saying: “We have 
responded quickly, effec- 
tively and with compas- 
sion”. 

“On behalf of all mem- 
bers of tbe aimed forces. I 
want to express my deep 
sorrow and anger for this 
terrible act,” he said in 
measured tones. “I also 
want to apologise for the 
pain and concern this has 
caused the Japanese peo- 
ple." 

Mr. Perry said he felt sad- 
ness for the girl and her 
family, and '‘anger at the 
perpetrators whose actions 
not only caused a tragedy 
for the victims, but also 
unfairly reflected oir*foe 
many fine military person- 
nel in Japan”. 

Officials have raced to 
settle tbe troop controversy 
ahead of a summit meeting 
in Tokyo on Nov. 20 
between President Bill 


Clinton and Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Moray ama. 

Mr. Perry said that in his 
meetings with Mr. Eto and 
Mr. Kono tbe two sides 
agreed the United States 
should keep tbe current 
level of 47,000 troops in 
Japan even if some of them 
were shifted away from the 
United States' main bases 
on Okinawa. 1,600 kilome- 
tres south of Tokyo. 

“We agreed on tbe vital 
importance of the security 
alliance between Japan and 
the United States," he said. 

“We also agreed that it 
was vital to supporting that 
alliance with the United 
States to maintain a for- 


ward-deployed military 
presence of 100,000 troops 
in tbe Asia-Pacific region 
and 47.000 in Japan” 

Mr. Perry said 
Washington was willing to 
reduce the 26.0 00 troops on 
Okinawa if Th.:t was what 
Japan wanted 
About 70 per cent of U.S. 
bases in Japan are on 
Okinawa, where they lake 
op about 20 per cent of the 
land. 


Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota has vowed 
not to sign new land-lease 
contracts required to main- 
tain U.S. bases on the 
island unless the U.S. pres- 
ence there is reduced. 

Before the row. Japan and 
the Uoited States were 
already looking at ways to 
consolidate the number of 
bases in the country so they 
occupied less land. Mr. 
Perry said this process 
would be speeded up and 
completed tty the end of the 
year. 

He said details of the spe- 
cial joint committee would 
be announced by Mr. 
Murayama and Mr. Clinton 
during their summit. 

Mr. Perry said most 
Japanese recognised the 
rape case was an “aberra- 
tion" and that most U.S. 
troops were “good neigh- 
bours”. 

*1 assure you that every 
American serviceman and 
woman in Japan has 
pledged to regain this repu- 
tation and to regain your 
respect.” he said. 
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Former South Korean President Roh The- Woo looks down as he walks past photog- 
raphers into the prosecutor’s office in Seoul for questioning on the $650 million slush 
fund he has admitted amassing while in office from 1987 to 1993 (AFP photo) 


S. Korea’s Roh grilled on slush funds 


SEOUL (R) — With head 
bowed and whispering “I’m 
sorry”. South Korea’s dis- 
graced ex-President Roh 
Tae-Woo presented himself 
before prosecutors Wednes- 
day to be grilled over a 
$654 million slush fond be 
amassed in office. 

Mr. Rob is the first past or 
present South Korean bead 
of state to face questioning 
by prosecutors, the opening 
step in possible criminal 
proceedings. 

‘Today is tbe saddest day 
in our constitutional histo- 
ry,” said Park Ji-Won, a 
spokesman for the main 
opposition National 
Congress for New Politics. 

Live television showed a 
sombre-faced Roh dressed 
in a black suit pushing open 
the revolving doors of tbe 
prosecutor general’s office, 
his eyes lowered and bands 
clenched tightly. 

“I’m sorry,” the retired 
four-star general said in a 
low voice after brushing 
past several hundred 
reporters. 

Prosecutors interrogated 
Mr. Roh about tbe $654 
million he confessed to 
extracting from business 
groups while president from 
-1988-93. -They - want to 
know exactly wbo gave him 
the money, who helped him 
hide it and where foe cash 
was kept 

Mr Roh has declared he 
still has $242 million, but 
prosecutors are not taking 
him at bis word. 

“The questioning is going 
smoothly," said Prosecutor 


Ahn Kang-Min, who beads 
tbe government investiga- 
tion. Mr. Roh was not 
expected to emerge from 
tbe session until iate at 
night. 

“I told prosecutors to ask 
whether his relatives were 
involved in amassing foe 
foods or whether he trans- 
ferred some of foe money 
overseas,” Mr. Ahn said. 

Foreign Minister Gong 
Ro-Myung said Switzerland 
may be approached for help 
in tracking down Mr. Roh's 
money, some of which is 
reports! to be stashed in 
Swiss bank accounts, 
Yonbap News Agency 
reported. 

“If and when judicial 
authorities ask for it, we 
will request Swiss coopera- 
tion through diplomatic 
channels,” Yonbap quoted 
Mr. Gong as telling a parlia- 
mentary session. 

Mr Ahn said that after 
finishing with Mr. Roh they 
will begin questioning lead- 
ers of tbe country’s sprawl- 
ing business groups, known 
as “chaebol”. 

Television helicopters 
buzzed overhead as Mr. 
Roh left his walled borne in 
an exclusive Seoul suburb 
in a black limousine, put of 
a four-car motorcade carry- 
ing his aides. 

Some 3,000 police were 
stationed outside Mr.Roh's 
home and around tbe prose- 
cution office to deal with 
any protests. But there were 
none. 

Mr. Roh, a decorated 
Vietnam War veteran. 


became a popular hero in 
1987 when he announced 
on television he was reject- 
ing a rubber-stamp nomina- 
tion to replace then 
President Chun Doo-Hwan 
and would instead run for 
office in the first democrat- 
ic elections for bead of 
state. 

But his term was blighted 
by labour unrest, economic 
instability and constant 
street protests. He is now 
reviled by ordinary Koreans 
and abandoned by the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) he once headed. 

Current President Kim 
Young-Sam, who ran suc- 
cessfully as the DLP candi- 
date in 1992 elections, has 
accused him of illegally 
raising fonds. 

Political analysts say they 
expect Mr. Roh will be put 
on trial. Public pressure is 
mounting for foe courts to 
make an example of him, 
and with general elections 
due next April. Mr. Kim 
must be seen to take a hard 
line. 

Opposition parties are 
demanding Mr. Roh’s arTest 
and a confession from Mr. 
Kim that be took money 
from foe ex-president to 
finance his presidential 
campaign. 

Mr. Kim has denied any 
involvement in Mr. Roh’s 
slush money, although be 
has said the ruling party 
may have taken money 
from Mr. Roh during the 
campaign. 


Gunmen, police kill 14 in Karachi 


KARACHI. Pakistan (AP) 
— Police shot and killed 
three suspected militant 
activists Wednesday in foe 
southern Pakistani city of 
Karachi, where al least 11 
other people were murdered 
in random shootings. 

Police in central Karachi 
cornered three men armed 
with AK-47 assault rifles, 
an official police 
spokesman said, adding foe 
men were killed in a 
shootout with several offi- 


over foe past several 
months. 

Elsewhere in Karachi, 
unidentified gunmen killed 
1 1 people in a string of ran- 
dom shootings. 

The overnight killings 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
were just tbe latest in 
Karachi's ongoing ethnic 
war, whicb has claimed 
more than 1,600 lives so far 
this year. 

The bruised and beaten 
body of one of foe victims, 
Kushir Mohammad, 35, 
was found abandoned in an 
alley in central Karachi, 
police said. 

A single bullet to the bead 
claimed his life, the police 
spokesman said. 

Two other men killed 
were migrant workers from 
central Pakistan’s Punjab 
province, raising concerns 
they were targeted as ethnic 
opponents to a militant fac- 
tion from the Mohajir 
Qaunri Movement. 

The MQM have been 
blamed for much of the 
escalating violence that has 
wracked Karachi. 


cers. 

The men were allegedly 
milirant members of the 
opposition Mobajir Qaumi 
Movement, which has been 
leading a violent campaign 
against tbe government in 
Karachi. 

A spokesman for foe 
Mohajir group said he was 
unsure whether foe men 
were associated with the 
MQM. 

"We are investigating the 
killings.” MQM spokesman 
Ajmal Dehlvi said. 

Police have killed 52 
MQM activists in street 
encounters or in custody 


International human 
rights groups, however, 
accuse both foe MQM and 
police officers of targeting 
civilians in their ongoing 
urban guerrilla war. 

The latest violence came 
after a two-day strike which 
brought much of Karachi to 
a standstill. The MQM fre- 
quently call for protest 
strikes as pan of their cam- 
paign against the govern- 
ment. 

The MQM. which repre- 
sents Indian Muslims who 
came to Pakistan when the 
country was founded in 
1947, is the largest political 
force in foe country’s south- 
ern Sind province and its 
capital Karachi. 

Mohajirs say they have 
faced widespread discrimi- 
nation since coming to 
Pakistan, and claim they are 
often denied access to good 
jobs and entrance to better 
schools. 

Many MQM activists 
have turned to more and 
more violent methods of 
pressing their demands for 
equal rights. 


Taiwan building fire kills 11 


TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — 
Fire engulfed a 14-story 
building and hotel in 
southern Taiwan Tuesday, 
killing J - ! people and injur- 
ing eight, police said. 


lOth-story room to a lower 
annex and broke his spine, 
police said. 


Five people were killed 
jumping from lOth-story 
balconies to escape the 
fire, while foe others died 
of smoke inhalation, police 
said. 


Police corrected the 
death toll from 12 to 11, 
saying one body was 
counted twice. They said 
20 other people were res- 
cued from the top floor. 


Tbe fire broke out at 
about 2:30 a.m. (1830 
GMT Monday) in foe com- 
plex in Chiayi, 300 kilo- 
metres south of Taipei, 
which houses a department 
store, movie theatre, 
restaurant and a hotel in 
the top four stories, police 
said. 


Three people were seri- 
ously injured, including a 
man who jumped from a 


Among thcbotel guests 
was a 20-member team 
making a new TV soap 
opera called A Fool Gets 
Lucky. Director Tseng 
Shu-Chu and two workers 
were killed in the fire, and 
actor Lin Fu-hsiung was 
treated in an intensive care 


unit for smoke inhalation, 
police said. 

It look 100 firefighters 
four hours to put out foe 
fire because foe building 
had few windows, fire- 
fighter Lin Lou-Yeh said. 
Mr. Lin said the fire may 
have started in a second- 
floor machine shop under- 
going renovation, but foe 
cause was still being inves- 
tigated, 

Taiwan has tightened fire 
safety inspections since a 
nightclub fire in February 
killed 64 people. But 
police said the Chiayi 
building was not found to 
be in violation of safety- 
regulations in its last 
monthly inspection. 


Actress accepts 
libel damages 



LONDON (R) — 

Americas - actress 
Stephanie Powers accepted 
undisclosed libel damages 
and a public apology in foe 
English High Court over 
allegations that she had 
sexually harassed a former 
employee. Powers, 52, was 
not in court to bear the 
judgment against Britain’s 
Daily Mail newspaper. The 
newspaper reported allega- 
tions made in California by 
her former assistant that 
Powers bad sexually 
harassed him and had com- 
mitted adultery. It was also 
alleged that sbe was an 
alcoholic. Tbe lawyer for 
tbe Daily Mail said tbe 
newspaper accepted that 
Powers was wholly inno- 
cent of tbe allegations and 
regretted circulating them. 


William among top 
10 heartthrobs 


Singer James 
Brown arrested 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Soul singer James Brown 
was arrested Tuesday in 
South Carolina and 
charged . with “criminal 
domestic violence” aftgr 
bis wife Adrienne jas- 
lained injuries forcing her 
to be hospitalised, police., 
said. Brown, 67, was® 
released pending a court 
appearance, authorities 
said. He was previously 
jailed in 1988 and 1991 ffi 
assault and' weaposs 
charges. Adrienne Brows 
was previously hospi- 
talised in May for what a 
local newspaper said was a 
drug overdose. She previ- 
ously filed domestic vio- 
lence complaints against 
her husband, but later 
dropped (hem and refused 
to testify against him. 


Whoopi Goldberg 
to host Academy 
Awards 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Actress Whoopi Goldberg 
will host next year’s 
Academy Awards. “I’m 
back and I’m thrilled, 
honey,” Goldberg said 
Tuesday. Sbe had hosted 
the Oscars once before in 
1994. Quincy Jones, who 
runs foe Oscar broadcasts 
picked Goldberg to be mas- 
ter of ceremonies after the 
last host, talk show host 
.David Lenerman, got 
'mixed reviews and was not 
offered a repeat invitation. 
Nominations for the Oscars 
will be announced Feb. 13, 
with the awards show 
scheduled for March 25. 


Hot-footed Beijing 
police seize fake 




LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
William is among Britain’s 
top 10 heartthrobs for 
teens, despite — or perhaps 
because of — his appear- 
ance at a recent party that 
earned him a place on tbe 
front page of the Sun. A 
poll by foe teenage maga- 
zine Smash Hits listed 
Prince William, second in 
line for foe British throne, 
as sixth among Britain’s 
top 20 “heart-breakers." 
The 13-year-old prince 
trails take that singer Marie 
Owen and Manchester 
United footballer Ryan 
Giggs, but comes before 
actor Johnny Depp and 
Oasis singer Liam 
Gallagher in foe teen idol 
sweepstakes. 
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sneakers 

BEIJING (R) — Police in 
the Chinese capital have 
won a victory in the race 
against footwear bootleg- 
gers, seizing a batch of 
fah® Reebok sneakers, 
Beijing media reported. 
Pirated copies of foe run- 
ning shoe as well as Nike, 
Adidas, Puma, Asics and 
other top international 
brands have flooded 
Beijing and many other ' 
cities, selling for 100 yuan 
($12). against a retail price • 
of 500 yuan (S61) or more. 

In the Beijing case, police 
tipped off by a consumer 
raided a private business- 
man's warehouse and * 
seized more than 600 paii>T 

of fake Reeboks worth sev- [ 
era! thousand U.S. dollars. I 
the report said. | 
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Si Africans vote away 
apartheid remnants 
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JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Snath Africans voted away 
the final remnants of offi- 
cial apartheid Wednesday in 
the country’s first all-race 
local government elections. 

“Last vote to freedom," 
the mass-circulation Johan- 
nesburg Star proclaimed in 
a banner headline. 

President Nelson 

Mandela, the country’s first 
black leader, said the elec- 
tions for 588 local authori- 
ties appeared to be going 
well “...1 think they are 
proceeding very smoothly,” 
he told reporters outside 
Johannesburg City Hall. 

Some blacks performed a 
traditional freedom dance, 
but the local polls lacked 
the high drama and tension 
that surrounded the 1994 
national and provincial 
elections that gave the 
country black majority rule 
after centuries of white 
domination. 

The country’s normally- 
bustling commercial bean- 
land was almost -deserted 
except for a line several 
hundred metres long of 
blacks waiting to cast their 
ballots at a polling station in 
the city hall. 

Financial markets were 
closed after (he government 
proclaimed a public holi- 
day. 

A row over the planned 
arrest Thursday of apar- 
theid-era generals, includ- 
ing former Defence Minis- 
ter Magnus Malan, in con- 
nection with a massacre of 
13 blacks eight years ago 
broke days before the polls. 

Although opponents ac- 
cused Mr Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
(ANC) of politicking in 
announcing the arrests 
ahead of time, the president 
said he did not think the 
furore had overshadowed 
the elections. 

“Oh, no I don’t think so. 
Tbe number of people who 
are here...jjhow that tbe t 
Infections'* haVe not beeb 1 
oVferahadbwM," H6 said fit ' 
reply to a question. 


Right-wing Freedom 
From leader Constand 
Viljoen planned to seek a 
judgement from the 
Supreme Court in Pieter- 
maritzburg Wednesday to 
prevent the arrests of Gen, 
Malan and 10 other former 
senior officers under a 
clause in the country’s pro- 
visional constitution. 

“We want to entrench the 
culture of respect for law 
and order and for our judi- 
ciary. If the court decides in 
his favour, then we would 
hold ourselves bound by 
that,” Mr. Mandela said at 
the city hall. 

Few problems were 
reported after polls opened 
at 7 a.m. Voters in black 
townships and traditionally 
white areas formed queues 
from early in tbe morning. 

About 13 million people 
were on the rolls to vote, 
but about four million of 
these were in Kwazulu- 
Naral province and other 
areas where the elections 
have been postponed due 
mainly to demarcation dis- 
putes. 

Residents in three battle- 
scarred townships east on 
Johannesburg's eastern 
boundary said they hoped 
newly-elected local coun- 
cillors would at last begin 
rebuilding settlements 
destroyed by past political 
violence. 

“This is the most impor- 
tant vote in my life. It is a 
vote for my local councillor 
who will have to look into 
my immediate needs," said 
Joel Mkhwanazi, who said 
he had lived in Kathlehong 
township for more than 45 
years. 

In conservative areas in 
the north of the country, 
some whites said they were 
voting to demonstrate sup- 
port for the concept of 
autonomy for Afrikaners. 

“We need our own state 
where we can govern our- 
selves,’’ said a supporter of 
(he * .white separatist 
Conservative Party. 
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U.K., Sinn Fein fail 
to bridge peace chasm 


BELFAST (R) — Britain 
and Sinn Fein, the IRA’s 
political wing, failed to 
resolve a year-old dead- 
lock in Northern Ireland’s 
peace process in intensive 
talks but agreed to meet 
again to try and overcome 
“difficulties”. 

Despite a 15-month- 
long ceasefire by the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
London says it will not 
invite Sinn Fein to all- 
party talks until the 
Republican guerrillas 
hand in their weapons. 

“We have had a detailed 
discussion. There are 
nugor difficulties,” Martin 
McGtrinness, Sinn Fein’s 
chief negotiator, told 
reporters after more than 
three hours of talks with a 
British Minister for 
Northern Ireland, Michael 
Anc ram 

“We have arranged a 
meeting for Friday. 
Regrettably, the impasse 
in the peace process has 
not been broken.” 

Me Ancram said later it 
had been a constructive 
meeting but confirmed 
that a gap remained on 
some key issues. 

“I made it very clear 
today what the British 
government’s position 
was,” Mn Ancram’ told 
reporters. 

“We made progress on 
certain issues, and there 
are other issues — diffi- 
cult issues — which still 
need to be addressed.” 

The talks, tbe latest in a 
series of face-to-face con- 
tacts, took place in an 
atmosphere of deep con- 
cern about the slow pace 
of political momentum a 
year after ceasefires by 
rival guerrilla groups cre- 
ated a shaky calm. 

For* 25 years the IRA 
fought to drive British 
fofoes from the province. 
Pmteaant guerrillas shot 
han&eds in Catholic 
are as,^here the IRA drew 



foes believed truces 
would give them a politi- 
cal voice in all-party talks 


on the future of the region. 

The IRA says Britain’s 
“aims-for-talks” proviso 
is a ploy to lure them into 
surrender, while Protes- 
tant gunmen say their 
guns are for defence only. 

Sinn Fein, with ten per 
cent electoral support in 
Catholic areas, accuses 
Britain, .of strangling the 
peace process by thwart- 
ing its democratic man- 
date. 

Mr. McGuinness said he 
went into the talks seeking 
“substantive engagement” 
with the British on pro-’ 
posals by his party and the 
moderate nationalist 
Social Democratic a nd 
Labour Party for bridging 
the impasse and salvaging 
the peace process. 

“The aim of the proposi- 
tions is to move us to all 
party talks.... and to settle 
the arms issue to the satis- 
faction of all,” he said 
before Tuesday’s meeting. 

Mr. Ancram said Anglo- 
Irish plans for a “twin 
track” precursor to round- 
table talks, involving new 
bilateral talks with Sinn 
Fein and the setting-up of 
an independent panel to 
advise on the disposal of 
weapons, were discussed. 

Britain says the arms 
panel ought provide a way 
around the the “aims 
before talks” stalemate. 

But Britain and Ireland, 
partners in promoting 
peace in Northern Ireland, 
have not been able to 
launch their plans because 
of Sinn Fein opposition to 
elements including the 
panel, which iL fears could 
be “a collection agency” 
for IRA arms. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, due on a peace- 
boosting trip to Northern 
Ireland on Nov. 30, had 
been expected to give the 
two pronged policy initia- 
tive his imprimatur, but 
Anglo-Irish officials are 
unsure if it will be 
launched by that date. 
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Quebec premier quits, Chretien promises reforms 



Quebec premier and leader of the secessionists Jacques Parizeau announces his res- 
ignation to the press with his wife Lissette at his side in Quebec City (AFP photo) 


MONTREAL (R) — The 
narrow defeat of an inde- 
pendence bid in Quebec has 
sent shockwaves through 
Canada, bringing down the 
province’s premier and 
prompting a promise of 
rapid reforms by Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien. 

A resignation announce- 
ment Tuesday by Quebec’s 
separatist premier, Jacques 
Parizeau, came less than 24 
hours after he fell breathtak- 
ingly short of achieving his 
dream of creating a French- 
speaking country in North 
America. 

“I announce today that at 
the end of the fall (autumn) 
parliamentary session I will 
leave the post of premier ...” 
Mr. Parizeau told a news 
conference in the provincial 
capital of Quebec City. 

He said he had decided 
long ago to resign if he was 
defeated in the referendum 
and the decision was unre- 
lated to a storm of criticism 
Tuesday after be blamed the 
referendum loss on Quebec 
minority ethnic groups. 

Mr. Parizeau’s move 
sparked speculation that be 
will be succeeded by tbe 


charismatic Lucien 

Bouchard, who almost sin- 
glehandedly led the sepa- 
ratists to victory after 
assuming the leadership of a 
flagging campaign. 

Mr. Bouchard, head of the 
Bloc Quebecois party, is 
leader of the official opposi- 
tion in Canada’s parliament. 

Separatists came within 
53,000 votes, out of 4.7 mil- 
lion cast, of winning their 
second bid for indepen- 
dence in 15 yeare. 

Official preliminary 
results issued by Quebec's 
electoral office Tuesday 
showed 50.56 per cent 
against separation with 
49.44 per cent in favour. 

The number of spoiled 
ballots was 1 .82 per cent — 
larger than the margin of 
victory. Turnout in the emo- 
tional vote was a huge 93 
per cent, far outstripping the 
previous record. 

The rest of Canada gasped 
in relief after averting the 
crackup of the 128-year-old 
federation. 

But the close result 
increased the urgency 
among Canadians to 
address Quebec's long- 


standing demand for protec- 
tion of its “distinct society.” 

“Is it a wake-up call? I’m 
hoping so... It might be our 
last mutual chance,” said 
John Crispo, a political sci- 
entist at the University of 
Toronto. Referring to 
English Canadians, be told 
Reuters: “Did they learn a 
lesson? I think they did.” 

A chastened Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien, whose political 
credibility was tarnished by 
the slim unity victory, said 
be would move quickly to 
try to satisfy Quebec aspira- 
tions. 

He told parliament in 
Ottawa that be will proceed 
with changes to the consti- 
tution be promised before 
the referendum. These 
would respond to Quebec's 
complaint that its French 
culture and language have 
not been accorded proper 
protection, and give the 
province a veto over furure 
constitutional changes. 

There were signs, howev- 
er, of a tough fight ahead for 
constitutional change. 

Canada’s right-le anin g 
Reform Party, the third 


largest in parliament, reject- 
ed calls for distinct status 
for Quebec. 

“Special status for Quebec 
— it’s a non-starter,” 
Reform leader Preston 
Manning told the House of 
Commons Tuesday. 

Investors cheered the ref- 


erendum results, pouring 
money back into Canadian 
stocks, bonds and currency, 
which had been battered in 
recent weeks by uncertainty 
about the referendum out- 
come. 

Tbe Toronto Stock Market 
staged its third highest rally 


ever. The Bank of Canada's 
Bellwether Bank rate fell 
1.5 percentage points to 
6.18 per cent Tuesday and 
major Canadian banks 
responded by lowering the 
prime lending rates they 
charge their best customers 
by 0.25 per cent to 7.75. 


Yeltsin meets with top aide in hospital 


MOSCOW (R) — - Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin met 
his top aide Viktor Ilyushin 
Wednesday, his first meet- 
ing with an official since be 
was taken to hospital last 
Thursday after suffering a 
mild heart attack, a 
spokesman said. 

“Everything is all right,” 
the spokesman said by tele- 
phone. He gave no details 
of the hospital meeting, 
which ITAR-TASS news 
agency said lasted an hour. 

TASS said the two men 
had discussed foreign and 
domestic policy and the 
“mechanism of contacts 
between the head of state 
and his aides during his stay 
in hospital” 

A Kremlin source told 


TASS that the meeting 
showed the president “had 
begun active work”. 

Mr. Ilyushin, a busted 
Yeltsin aide, was the first 
Kremlin official allowed by 
the doctors to visit tbe 64- 
year-old Russian leader in 
the Central Clinical 
HospitaL Until Wednesday 
only family members and 
security staff had visited 

him. 

No pictures or television 
footage of Mr. Yeltsin have 
been shown since he suf- 
fered his second mild heart 
attack in less than four 
months. 

He will spend five weeks 
recuperating and will be 
confined to bed until the 
end of this week. 


Kre mlin aides and doctors 
have issued a series of bul- 
letins in the past two days to 
calm fears thar they mi g ht 
be hiding details of his con- 
dition. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself sig- 
nalled be was on the road to 
recovery Tuesday by issu- 
ing his first official order 
since he was taken to hospi- 
tal. 

He demanded an explana- 
tion from the head of the 
Centra] Electoral 

Commission of why be had 
barred several parties or 
blocs, including the leading 
reform group Yabloko, from 
Russia's parliamentary 

election on Dec. 17. 


ChecheHpremierTEUc'tt&riSiiotpOssxble now 


GROZNY, Russia (AP) — 
The prime minister of 
Cbechenya’s Moscow- 
installed government said 
Tuesday it is impossible to 
hold elections in the rebel 
republic until its economy 
is restored. 

Tbe statement by Mr. 
Zavgayev, appointed earlier 
this month, apparently 
reflected his wish to hold on 
to the seat despite 
Moscow's promises to con- 
duct elections early next 
year as part of an overall 
peace settlement. 

“It is immoral to have 
elections while many peo- 
ple are living in the base- 


ments of ruined houses, 
without electricity and beat- 
ing,” Mr. Zavgayev said, 
according to the Interfax 
News Agency. 

Elections cannot be held 
“until the republic’s econo- 
my is restored,” be insisted. 

The 54-year-old 

Zavgayev succeeded 
Salambek Khadzhiyev, who 
resigned to take up a new 
post in Moscow. 

Mr. Khadzhiyev had 
grown increasingly outspo- 
ken against tbe rebels since 
his appointment • by 
Moscow earlier this year. 
Rebel negotiators accused 
him of hindering peace 


talks, which have been 
bogged down for months. 

Mr. Zavgayev was speak- 
er of the Chechen legisla- 
ture until it was dissolved 
by rebel President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev in April 
1993. Mr. Zavgayev has 
insisted thai the former par- 
liament be represented in 
the talks. 

Meanwhile, rebel attacks 
on Russian forces contin- 
ued. The military command 
reported 18 such attacks 
Monday. One Russian ser- 
viceman was reported killed 
Tuesday morning in an 
ambush on the outskirts of 
Grozny, the capital. 


Independence movement slants proposal 
for increased Polynesian autonomy 


PAPEETE (AFP) — The 
leader of French 
Polynesia’s largest pro- 
independence movement, 
Oscar Temaru, has slammed 
an autonomy proposal by 
the territory’s chief, Gaston 
Flosse, calling it a “new 
trap.” 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference in Faaa, Tahiti, the 
leader of the Tavini 
Huiraatira Independence 
Party attacked Mr. Flosse’s 


proposal, under which the 
territorial assembly would 
have final authority on all 
matters except defence, jus- 
tice and security, which 
would remain under 
France's control. 

Under Lhe proposal the 
assembly would have the 
final say on such issues as 
fishing rights, the landing 
rights of international air- 
lines and other politically 
sensitive questions. 


Such issues are often 
referred to Paris but if the 
proposal comes into effect, 
laws passed by the assem- 
bly could only be changed if 
they have the support of 
two-thirds of the congress 
and the assembly. 

Mr. Flosse and his gov- 
ernment have said the pro- 
posal, to be debated this 
month in the assembly, is 
“indispensable” if Polynes- 
ians want real autonomy. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor A1 Hussein 
The National Music Conservatory/Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 

presents 

Egyptian Concert Pianist 

ism 

in a 

Piano Recital 

Tuesday, 7 November 1995 - fcOO pjn. The Royal Cultural Centre-Main Theatre 


In the program pieces by:Bach. Chopin, Rachmaninov and Debussy. 



Ticket price: JD 5 

Tickets available at: 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Babiche, tel. 661332 

- Champions Sports Wear, tel. 861065 

- Freddy For Music, tel. 692696 

- Music Box, tel. 815745 

- Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 607100 

- Romero, tel. 644227 

- Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

- National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


Lead Russian reformer says 


his party may be reinstated 


MOSCOW (AP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has de- 
manded an explanation 
from the Central Election 
Commission for a series of 
controversial rulings bar- 
ring several parties from the 
December parliamentary 
elections. 

The presidential press ser- 
vice issued a statement say- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin, who is hos- 
pitalised for the second time 
in four months with heart 
trouble, asked tbe commis- 
sion chairman, Nikolai 
Ryabov, why the parties 
were banned. 

“The president expects to 
receive answers as. soon as 
possible^” the press service 
said. 

The commission’s most 
hotly disputed ruling was 
against the party headed by 
the popular reformer 
Grigory Yavlinsky. 

Mr. Yavlinsky said 
Tuesday the Central 
Election Commission broke 
the law Sunday when, in a 
ruling 'that threw Russian 
politics into an uproar, it 
disqualified his liberal 
Yabloko Party from the 
Dec: 17 ballot for procedur- 
al violations. 

He said the party was 
working on an appeal, and 


he expected the Supreme 
Court to take it up by the 
end of the week. 

‘T expect a positive reso- 
lution but I am prepared for 
a negative resolution as 
well,” Mr. Yavlinsky told a 
small gathering of business 
people. 

A day after saying he 
would consider a union 
with another leading liberal 
party, Russia's Democratic 
Choice, if left off the ballot, 
Mr. Yavlinsky met with that 
party’s leader, Yegor 
Gaidar. 

But he declined to discuss 
the meeting and appeared to 
downplay the possibility 'of 
such a merger,, which could 
significantly strengthen 
returners’ chances in an 
rtion in which Commu- 
nists and nationalists are 
predicted to fare well. 

“I know of only one party 
that was united — it was 
Lenin’s party,” he said, 

Mr. Yavlinsky said that if 
his party can’t participate in 
the Duma elections he will 
immediately begin his cam- 
paign for June’s presidential 
elections. He is consistently 
rated among the top two or 
three most popular politi- 
cians in Russia. 

Some leading democrats 


have vowed to boycott the 
elections if the Electoral 
Commission’s decision is 
not overturned. 

The decision was based 
on a technicality concerning 
the party’s list of candi- 
dates. 

Another prominent move- 
ment that also was barred 
for procedural reasons, the 
great power bloc led by 
prominent hardliner Alex- 
ander Rutskoi, also said it 
was preparing a Supreme 
Court appeal. 

Mr. Gaidar’s faction said 
it was gathering legislators’* 
signatures to call an emer- 
gency - : ses£bn of the Strife 
Duma, or lower house, 
Saturday to amend the elec- 
toral law and restore 
Yabloko’s eligilibity. 

Parliament Speaker Ivan 
Rybldn, addressing concern 
in the West that Yabloko’s 
disqualification would pro- 
duce more of a Communist- 
nationalist tilt in the next 
Duma, told tbe U.S. ambas- 
sador Tuesday that Mr. 
Yavlinsky’s bloc is sure to 
be registered in the end. 

The problem faced by Mr. 
Yavlinsky’s bloc “is not 
worth a rap,” Mr. Rybkin 
told Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering. 



Spice up your nights with a fiery feast 
of Cajun cooking. 

Or tuck into a juicy slab of U.S. prime rib, 
straight from the hot grill. 

Guaranteed to raise temperatures to... 

S iZ zLlNG l 

At Al-Mansaf Restaurant 
Every Thursday from 7:30 pm until 11:30 pm. 



jfcimoft. 

HOTEL 

607607 
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Times of promise - and hard work 

THE MIDDLE East and North Africa Eco- 
nomic Summit (MENA) which ended in 
Amman Wednesday represented a major 
step on the road to rehabilitating the econo- 
mies of the region. That the summit was a 
success is something to which all participants 
have testified. And that it is only a matter of 
time before Jordan, and the area in general, 
start feeling the benefits of the policies and 
projects adopted at MENA is an assertion 
that both politicians and private sector rep- 
resentatives have exerted all effort possible to 
make the conference a success. 

Jordan worked hard to ensure that the 
s ummi t would realise the goals set for it. His 
Majesty King Hussein and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan exerted enormous 
efforts to ensure success for MENA. Their 
efforts stemmed from a repeatedly expressed 
conviction that the countries of the region 
have to work collectively and modernise their 
economies in order to bring about a better 
life for the people of the region. The Jorda- 
nian officialdom cooperated with the private 
sector in preparing for the summit. This 
cooperation paid off — and handsomely so. 

The Kingdom won the recognition of the 
participants as a modern and well developed 
state with many achievements despite the 
limited resources and the numerous burdens 
it hais had to shoulder over the years. It also 
succeeded in drawing the world’s attention to 
the many opportunities that it can offer for 
international investors. The Kingdom’s de- 
veloped infrastructure, stable political en- 
vironment and liberal economic and political 
policies will encourage foreign Investors to 
consider doing business in Jordan. But mak- 
ing sure that these investors will eventually 
decide to commit their capital to the Jorda- 
nian market is something on which the 
Kingdom will have to work. MENA was a 
first step and the road is still long. 

Our efforts in the future should focus on 
improving the investment environment. The 
legislative reforms that were recently intro- 
duced represented a significant start. But red 
tape, bureaucracy and inefficiency are stiB 
plaguing many of the country’s institutions. 
These must be addressed. And so must 
efforts to stamp out corruption proceed with 
vigour and determination. These are times of 
promise for Jordan. But they are also times 
for hard work. This hard work must start 
immediately, for the realisation of the prom- 
ise will first and foremost depend on Jorda- 
nians: government and people. 




STATEMENTS BY Israeli leaders attending the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) economic summit in 
Amman proved that the Israelis are not concerned with 
achieving comprehensive peace, said Taber AI Adwan, a* 
columnist in Al Pus to n r daily. By insisting that Jerusalem is 
Israel's capital. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has stressed 
Israel's clear position with regard to the future of the dty; 
and by claiming that Jerusalem has never been the capital 
of any Arab country, his foreign minister Shimon Peres has 
asserted that the Arabs have no right to the city, according 
to the writer. The Israeli delegation exploited the confer- 
ence as a forum to probagate the Jewish state's political 
stand and project Zionism’s e x t remi sm, giving the econo- 
mic question a second priority, said the writer. Unlike foe 
Europeans who offered financial assistance and used less 
words, the Israelis, like the Americans, talked about 
projects and offered no funds for their implementation, he 
added. For their part, the Arabs timidly whispered words 
about the fear of Israel’s domination of foe region’s 
economics. In fact, he said, foe Arabs are paving foe way 
for the Israeli hegemony by continuing to shelve the role of 
the Arab League and its economic and political institu- 
tions. 

A WRITER in Al Ral daily said regional projects like foe 
Middle East Development Bank can only succeed and help 
improve the quality of life for the people in foe region after 
a comprehensive peace has been achieved. Without includ- 
ing Syria and Lebanon in an overall settlement, the 
economic projects are bound to falter and without making 
the projects concretely felt by the ordinary man in the. 
street, no projects could be described as successful, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. What is needed first is a political 
settlement catering to the legitimate rights of all parties in 
implementation of U.N. resolutions before regional pro- 
jects can be initiated, he added. Saying that foe foreign 
ministers of the Russian Federation and foe United States 
have both stressed the need for a comprehensive peace in 
their addresses to foe MENA conference, foe writer said it 
remains to be seen bow the two sponsors of foe peace 
process can help this aspiration to come true. The people of 
foe Middle East, he said, aspire to the improvement of 
their living conditions and their countries’ economics, but 
they more importantly aspire to foe achievement of a 
genuine and lasting peace and the restoration of their 
legitimate rights. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


After MENA explanation of facts 


THERE IS do doubt that to a careful observer, foe 
individual sessions of foe Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference (which has just concluded its work in 
Amman) and the media reports and comments on foe said 
sessions say a great deal about the shape of things to come. 
One is certainly better acquainted now with the specific 
projects and plans to be soon implemented and with foe 

potential impact of such projects and plans on foe life of the 

peoples of foe region- Much of the ambiguity has been 
- dispelled, and many of the misconceptions and false 
expectations have been put in perspective. 

In this respect, as in other crucial respects (foe excellent 
planning ana organisation, foe quality of services and 
facilities available to participants, the nature and level of 
debates and discussions, the thorough media coverage, 
etc), the conference is indeed a success. Jordan has a lot to 
be proud of. 

Nevertheless, much explanation, discussion, debate and 
analysis are still in order to dispel the ambiguity and 
scepticism and to rectify foe misconceptions and false 
expectations which many among us still harbour. While 
there is no problem for the careful observer, there is a 
problem still for foe casual listener, viewer or reader. The 
average citizen, the so-called man in the street, is still 
immensely unclear about what is going on and what is going 
to happen. 

The average citizens, who usually form opurions and 
build positions on the basis of hearsay, bold two diametri- 
cally opposed views (at times simultaneously) regarding the 
ultimate outcome of the said conference and regarding the 
shape of things to come in the peace era. Sane believe 
MENA will herald an era of great prosperity and wealth, 
an era which is right around the corner. Employment 
opportunities (especially in foe private sector, which to 
many among us is an El Dorado) will be ample, money will 
be so plentiful we wfll virtually swim in dinars and dollars, 
and cars win be so cheap you won't believe it. 

This is not surprising in the least, for foe man in the 
street believes in simple maths and easy equations. If life in 
war or in no-war no-peace situations is harsh and uncom- 
fortable, life in peace must be kind and com for table. 


Furthermore, foe average citizen takes language laterally; 
metaphors mid similes do not make much sense. When he 
bears, as be has been bearing since Madrid 1990, that pwee 
does not make sense unless “the tife of the indjyidual 
ci tizen is changed to the better dramatically/' he will have 
to conclude that employment opportunities will be ample, 
money will be plentiful and cars will be cheap. Otherwise, 
how is peace a "blessing,” a "great reward,” a “big gain, 
etc? 

By contrast, there are those citizens to whom MENA is 
just a show and peace is just a slogan. These people, who 
derive such notions and views from foe pessimists, the 
sceptics, foe cynics, the rejeetkmists and the nihilists 
among us, ding to the conviction that things will either 
re main as they are or get worse. In their view, foe salaries 
wfl] continue to be low, unemployment will remain high, 
wQi increase, and the standard of Bring wfll be 
unsatisfactory. The logic, foe rationale behind such firm 
conviction? 

Well, most often there is no logic, and there is no 
rationale? In many societies, gossip and rumour have great 


to be serious. 

But people can also rationalise to themselves. One idea 
— which is false, in my opinion, or at best half-true — is 
that Israel is obviously (in their opinion, that is) going to 
reap all foe benefits or most of them. Look at Egypt, they 
tell you: bow much have the lives of ordinary Egyptians 
improved after foe Camp David accords? There are other 
similar ideas and arguments. 

Clearly, people who succumb or buy into this logic are 
either mistaken in the way they see things or victims of 
gossip, rumour or crooked logic. Let's remember that not 
long ago (even till now) many among us have inflated Israel 
so modi that it has been turned into a giant and an 
incredible superman, completely blown out of proportion? 
Why should an Israeli be a better businessman, manager or 
employee than we are? Why should the hummus and falafel 
made in Tel Aviv be any better or tastier than those made 


I dial therefore I am 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

TEL AVTV: Let's get right to 
the point: Israel today is a 
rich country. 

Its per capita income is 
516,000 a year, just below 
that of Britain, well ahead of 
Spain's. Its economy is grow- 
ing at 6.8 per cent a year, in a 
league with Asian “Tigers” 
like Taiwan. Intel just 
announced plans to build a 
51.6 billion factory here to 
make flash memory chips, 
foe biggest, foreign invest- 
ment ever in Israel. There are 
more high-tech companies 
from Israel on foe New York 
Stuck Exchange today, 
almost 70, than from any 
foreign country other than 
Canada. 

But nowhere is Israel’s 
wealth more tangible than in 
the number of people here 
with mobile phones. I feel 
naked here. I feel poor here. 
I seem to be foe only one in 
Israel without a mobile 
phone. Israeli paratroopers 
now march off to foe Leba - 
non front armed with an Uzi 
and a cell phone to call home. 
Israeli soldiers in Lebanon 
order pizzas from towns in 
northern Israel and have 
‘hem delivered at the border. 
An Israeli friend said bis sis- 
ter became worried afteT she 
figured out that her son was 
on a mission deep inside 
Lebanon. How did she 


know? Her son hadn't tele- 
phoned from Lebanon for 
two days, which meant that 
he was beyond the range of 
his cell phone. 

“The cell phone has re- 
placed foe gun as the symbol 
of macho and importance in 
Israeli society,” said the 
Israeli political theorist 
Yaron Ezrahi. “In the past 
soda! status was measured by 
proximity to military power. 
Today soda! status is mea- 
< sured by proximity to econo-' 
mic power.” In the past, he 
adds, soldiers went to war 
with a gun and a Bible. 
Meaning I fight for the na- 
tion. Now they go with a gun 
and a phone, meaning I fight 
for my qualify of life. 

How did Israel get so rich?. 
In 1985, Israel sharply curbed 
its budget defidt, ending its 
hyperinflation. This stabil- 
ised foe economy just as 
600,000. often highly edu- 
cated, Jews came from the 
former Soviet Union. In a 
historic dedsion. foe Israeli 
government dedded that in- 
stead of absorbing these new 
immigrants foe old way — 
with government jobs and 
socialist programmes — they 
would restructure the eco- 
nomy and free up the private 
sector to provide the jobs. 
This coindded with peace 
with the Palestinians, which 
ended Israel’s isolation and 
opened huge new markets for 


Israel's high-tech industries 
in China, India and Japan, 
and the country just took off. 

There is building every- 
where. The centre of the dty 
of Kfar Saba used to be a 
beautiful orchard. Today it’s 
a shopping mall. Israelis are 
digging up orange groves in 
Kiryat Gat to make room for 
the new Intel plant. It is only 
a matter of time before Israel 
becomes an importer of 
oranges, the national fruit. I 
predict that by the year 2000. 

, . Israel will have a major party 
called “Green Now.” 

As Israel has become weal- 
thy, the inclination to fight 
with the Arabs has dimi- 
nished. and this is driving the 
peace process. Israelis just 
have too much to lose from 
more war. Last week nine 
Israelis were killed by 
Lebanese gunmen. One 
reason the Israeli govern- 
ment chose not to retaliate, 
and risk a border war, was 
because it did not want to 
disrupt the flourishing tourist 
season in northern Israel. 
When Israel invaded Leba- 
non in 1982 it was called 
"Operation Peace for 
Galilee.” The recent muted 
response to the fighting in 
Lebanon was dubbed “Op- 
eration Peace for Hotel 
Rooms.” 

The Israeli government is 
worried that as the ring of 
hostility around it falls, and 


Israel assimilates with its 
neighbours and foe world, 
Israel's secular majority will 
lose its Jewish identify. While 
business and Asian studies 
classes at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity are booming, Jewish 
studies enrollment has de- 
clined by 30 per cent in the 
last decade. Israel's Ministry 
of Education just asked foe 
Hartman Institute, a modern 
religious education centre, to 
train Israelis teaching Juda- 
ism' in foe public -schools in 
new . ways of making Jewish 
values more meaningful to 
secular students. If survival in 
a hostile sea isn't going to be 
the bond that ties Israelis, the 
leadership wants to make 
sure Jewish values will be. 

But that’s not so easy. 
McDonald's. Tower Re- 
cords, Blockbuster Video 
and a store called “Yuppies” 
all just opened on one in- 
tersection in Jerusalem. No 
wopder all Israeli religious 
parties voted against the 
peace process — not on 
security grounds but because 
they think it will destroy 
Israel’s Jewish character. 
They do not believe that 
"Peace Now” and “Jewish 
Now” are compatible. That is 
the real question here. 

The war with the Arabs is 
over. The war for Israel’s 
identify has just begun. 

The New York Times. 


Look long and hard 
before leaping into Bosnia 


By Flora Lewis 

PARIS — President Bill 
Qinton and Boris Yeltsin 
have agreed on the principle 
of Russian participation in 
keeping the still unmade 
peace in Bosnia, saying that 
their military advisers would 
work out foe details. But foe 
basic political clash is in the 
so-called details of command 
responsibility, NATO's role 
and the understood purpose 
of intervention. There is not 
even agreement among 
NATO members. 

France, which finally 
seemed to accept a comprom- 
ise a few weeks ago putting 
its forces under NATO com- 
mand but with special liaison 
to the United Nations, now is 
tilting to support Russian 
ideas of parallel autonomies. 

This is a critical moment. 
There could be reasonable 
confidence that foe many in- 
tricate practical problems of 
ending conflict in the Balkans 
could be worked out if there 
were an underlying converg- 
ence of policies. There is not, 
beyond foe simple wish of 
getting the terrible war out of 
foe way or at least under 
wraps through next year’s 
Russian and American pres- 
idential elections. 

There is a temptation to 
seek formulas that would 
paper over the issues for the 
moment and to hope that the 
rapid march of events will 
make them easier to solve on 


foe ground. That is not im- 
possible, but it is dangerous. 
It could lead to making cur- 
rent more or less theoretical 
disputes among the major 
powers points of real conten- 
tion with far-reaching con- 
sequences. 

Therefore it is necessary to 
ask foe big questions about 
intentions ana goals of send- 
ing a large force to Bosnia 
now. before foe quagmire 
effect sets in. 

If they simply oan't be 
answered, it would be better 
to slow down and examine 
the issues than rush to the 
appearance of agreement 
through gimmicks that will 
only add to friction. 

It is not at all dear that foe 
U.S. Congress will support a 
massive number of American 
ground forces under any con- 
ditions that Mr. Clinton 
might negotiate. But it is 
dear that U.S. forces would 
be sent only under NATO — 
that is, U.S. — command. It 
is equally dear that Russia 
will not accept NATO com- 
mand. although everybody 
including Mr. Yeltsin agrees 
that it should not be left out. 

One idea is to divide the 
operation into zones, one 
NATO, one Russian, one 
non NATO (essentially, Isla- 
mic countries) and probably 
one French. That is reminis- 
cent of foe postwar occupa- 
tion of Germany, which har- 
dened into 45 years of parti- 
tion of both Germany and 
Europe. 


In any case, how would 
they work together? The sug- 
gestion is to provide “coor- 
dination." an essentially un- 
military idea in such a re- 
latively limited area, reminis- 
cent of the lade of united 
command of U.S., French 
and Italian forces in Beirut of 
U.S.. French and Italian 
forces in Beirut in 1982. It 
brought disaster even though 
they were NATO allies. 

The U.S. Congress is 
seriously aggravating the 
issues with demands that the 
Americans be scheduled to 
pull out at foe end of a year, 
and that meanwhile they arm 
and train Bosnian forces to 
“level the playing field” 
when, as many people seem 
to expect, the war picks up 
again afterward. 

This had led to widely 
voiced, suspicions that the 
United States is determined 
to back the maintenance of a 
Muslim state in Europe — it 
is also arming and training 
Albanians — as part of a 
grand Middle East strategy. 

That is doubtless nonsense. 
It is much more likely that 
strategy is absent than that it 
is invisible because hidden. 

The principles insist that 
specifics of NATO's role in 
Bosnia have nothing to do 
with the longer-term but 
tense issues of enlarging 
NATO to include Eastern 
Europe. But that is very 
much on the minds of Mos- 
cow and Paris, and another 
reason for them to consider 


the decisions to be taken now 
as a risky slippery slope. 

There needs to be a much 
clearer explanation of what 
the United States is seeking 
to achieve if any possible 
accord is to be based on more 
than the shakiest founda- 
tions. 

The hypocrisy of saying 
America is determined to 
maintain the integrify of the 
Bosnian state with the 
separation plan, and all the 
worse with distinct zones of 
responsibility for interven- 
tion forces, only reinforces 
hostile doubts. 

I think the United States 
must send the promised 
20,000 to 25,000 men, under 
NATO command, or forfeit 
all credibility as a world lead- 
er and force for order. For 
Congress to renege on Presi- 
dent Ginton's commitment 
would cause historic ruptures 
that could rival the results of 
President Woodrow Wilson’s 
rebuff on the League of Na- 
tions. 

-But the patchy, disintegra- 
tive way foe deal is shaping 
up could be as bad. If I were 
a member of Cognress and it 
came up for approval as now 
foreshadowed, I would vote 
“no.” The .time for clarify of 
thought and clarify of pre- 
sentation is now. not when 
hindsight has to admit that 
tncks didn’t work as expected 
and grave mistakes were 
made. 

International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


in Amman, if we put it m our head to make them right? 
Those who cite Egypt as an example to illustrate the 
Speaceshould ask about what Egypt has (or 
has not) done to improve the condition of the average 
Egyptian We should not project and blame our own faults 
aS failings on others. Wc may not be able to tumtbe 
Middle East ard .forth Africa, after MENA, into Sweden 
or Switzerland (much of our land is desert) but we can 
definitely make the region more liveable and life more 
comfortable. 

The Amman MENA summit is successful, as I have just 

said because it presented, debated and assessed many of 

foe facts which we had been looking for. Those who have 
followed closely are better informed now about what's 
going on than they had been a couple of weeks ago. 

But what about those who have not followed ctosely? 

We owe it to them and to ourselves to explain and 
publicise the facts. Our main job in the aftermath of foe 
Amman MENA summit is to convey to these people, 
through the various means at our disposal, a very precise, 
clearand vivid sense of what the picture looks like at foe 
moment and what it will look like m the future. 

To this end, we expect from our press and media 
(especially Jordan Television) to make it a pnonfy to 
explain to foe average citizens (through extensive inter- 
views, reports and analyses) what has been going on, what 
is going on, and what will go on regarding the various 
projects and plans. Jordan Television (which the man in the 
street adores) has done an excellent job covering the 
conference; what ft needs to do now is to spread the 
message more effectively and forcefully. 

Citizens are like students. Some of them (a minonfy) get 
the point foe minute you speak it; but for many, you need 
to speak it once, twice, three and four times. You need to 
explain, chart, drill, etc. . . 

What happened at the Amman MENA summit is great, 
but if we do not explain ft carefully to Jftn and Jimmy, to 
Bill and Billy and to Khamees and Ah, we will (without 
being aware of it) be contributing to even more confusion 
and more misconceptions. 




LETTERS 
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Accolades are well 
deserved 

To the Editor: 

PLEASE ACCEPT my congratulations and those of 
all staff members of Zarqa Municipality on your 
20th anniversary. I hope the Jordan Times will con- j 
tiniie its march in raising the banner of independenr 
and daring journalism, defending Jordan’s causes 
and presenting its message to 'the world. We wish 
you more progress and success. 

Dr. Mustafeh Al Fayyadh, 

Mayor, 

Zarqa. 

I CONGRATULATE you on the Jordan Times’ 20th 
anniversary on behalf of the staff of the Department 
of Press and Publications. 1 wish you further suc- 
cess and progress. 

Mohammad Amin, 

Director, 

Department of Press and 
Publications, 

Amman. 


I would like to place on record my congratulations 
to you and your colleagues in the Jordan Times on 
the 20th anniversary of your newspaper. Ever since 
my arrival in Amman/ 1 have found the Jordan 
Times essential reading in my professional wort as 
ambassador. It is a well produced newspaper with 
its own distinctive character. Your editorial outlook 
is urbane, cultivated and frequently very human. 
The Jordan Times thus performs a vital role in pre- 
senting to the world a worthy image of Jordan. For 
these reasons, you fully deserve the accolades that 
are being showered upon you. Best wishes and good 
luck for the future. 

Ali Sanvar Naqvi, 
Ambassador of Pakistan, 
Amman. 


I WISH the Jordan Times more success and 
progress on its 20th anniversary so that it will con- 
tinue to serve our beloved Jordan under the leader- 
ship of His Majesty King Hussein. 

Qasem Al Dumour, 

Al Hassan Industrial 
City, 

Irbid. 

I congratulate you on your 20th anniversary. I thor- 
oughly enjoy reading the Jordan Times, especially 
its distinguished coverage of local news and inter- 
national spons. The news items that I read in the 
Jordan Times are usually are usually not covered by 
other Jordanian dailies. Keep up the good work and 
I wish you every success. 

George S. Khoury, 
Amman. 

THE EDITOR and staff of the Jprdan Times would 
like to thank the readers for the support and encour- 
agement they offered on die newspaper's 20th 
anniversary. We thank all those who visited our 
offices, wrote letters, telephoned or sent flowers to 
congratulate us on the occasion. We take this 
opportunity to renew our commitment to serious 
and independent journalism and to serving our 
readers in the best way we can. 
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The ups and downs on the MENA sidelines 


Acclaimed as a great success the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic summit came and went, and 
most of those who helped to stage the three-day event are 
either soaking their feet in Dead Sea bath salts or sining 
somewhere contemplating if they could ever do if ugain. 
For all intents and purposes, the Amman- sponsored con- 
ference was " the best show, thematically and even struc- 
turally, and everyone feels that way, " says Arab-Ameri- 
can Institute President James Zogby, who was here for 
the entire event. Altlwugh orchestrated with few real 
dilemmas, the summit did suffer a few drawbacks, but it 
also showed what people can do when they genuinely 
team up. On the drawback side were some reported cir- 
cumstances which were fell perluips only by the media 
who were here to cover the packed schedule of events. 
Jordan Times Reporter Ay man Safadi spoke to col- 
leagues as well as media officials at the press centre set 
up in Al Hussein Sports City to accommodate the needs 
of about 600 journalists. Most of them, he said, were 
disturbed by what they described as the uncooperative 
attitude of certain members of the press office of the 
World Economic Forum (WEF). the titular organisers of 
the summit, in dealing the legitimate needs of the media. 
While the Ministry of Information was responsible for 
the structural and operational aspects of the press cen- 
tre. the responsibility of the distribution of conference 
documents, press releases and project proposals was that 
of the WEF. Because the plenary and thematic sessions 
of the conference, held at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
were closed to all but 1 00 foreign journalists with pass- 
es, and an additional 50 Jordanian journalists who were 
given the same passes by Ministry of Information Secre- 
tary General Nayef Maula, the job of some young Jor- 
danian volunteers, said a Jordanian official, was to doc- 
ument the proceedings and make the texts available to 
the remaining 500 or so journalists. Bur. even with all 
that help, journalists still complained of long delays in 
obtaining press releases and other materials being 
issued on the various MENA activities. Equally perturb- 
ing was an incident in which a group of British journal- 
ists said they were stuck at their hotel Friday arid part of 
Saturday because the press passes that they had applied 
for in advance through the WEF offices in Geneva were 
still not prepared. By the time the dust settled on 
Wednesday an official of one international organisation 
in Anunan said essential documents, whose distribution 
was the responsibility of the WEF.'particularly copies of ■ 
the project proposals, were stilt imavailable. The first 
efforts by the Jordan Times to obtain a comment from a 
WEF representative were futile as she refused to saying 
anything. Attempts Wednesday to contact Gregory Bla tt, 
who was in charge of the WEF press office, also failed as 
he had checked out of his hotel early and was headed for 
the airport. But commenting from the official Jordanian 
side on the performance of the WEF. whose business by 
the way is conference planning. Secretary General 
Maula said, the ministry has the expertise and experi- 
ence to handle the press side of such an event, "we could 
have done the job without the help of anybody . " 


ROAD BLOCKS & BLACK BRIEFCASES: 

Putting his own complaint in writing, Al Ra 7 columnist 
Sultan Hattab published a piece the day after the summit 
concluded, in which he said he hoped that the “ suffer - 
ing ” of the people who were forced to use detours 
through Amman during the summit “ will not be repeat- 
ed.” Hattab thanked God that the summit lasted no 
longer than three days and that ir was a "once-in-a- life- 
time" happening and not a seasonal occurrence. But 
what he harped on was what he described as the 
inequitable treatment of Jordanian journalists. "We 
were hoping as Jordanian journalists to be treated as 
counterparts coming from the Caribbean . Belgium, 
Poland or China. " As journalists who have attended 
more than a few international conferences. Hattab wrote. 
" we became accustomed to equal treatment. ” He com- 
plained that the “ killing detours were consuming our 


time and wrecking our nerves" saying that the press 
badges were useless and did not allow him and his Jor- 
danian colleagues to pass through the road blocks. He 
protested that the “ luxury facilities of conference halls, 
communications and other services *’ were not as easily 
made available to the Jordanian contingent of journal- 
ists, “as was the case for the foreigners. " But perhaps 
what most disturbed Hattab, was that despite, as he said, 
the many attempts by himself and some of his colleagues 
to obtain the much coveted black briefcase containing 
press material, he never did get hold of one. He said 
many of these briefcases made it into the hands of other 
Arab and foreign journalists, and even persons who were 
nor journalists. But his was not a column of total protes- 
tation. Hattab ended saying "We love our country and 
any measure taken by it to succeed, and find that the con- 
ference was a great achievement and source of pride for 
us in terms of preparation and management. He also 
commended the Crown Prince for his “ exemplary " role 
in his interviews, debates, and directives while serving 
as chairman of the 


summit. 


The ‘ message ’ was there all the time 

While some of us were labouring over the hidden meaning . if any, 
behind HRH Crown Prince Hasson 's globalisation message to the Jor- 
dan Times on the occasion of its 20th anniversary, others were savour- 
ing the sweet delights the Crown Prince had sent to our offices. In the 
meantime, somehow another note from Their Highnesses Prince Has- 
son and Princess Sarvath. which had been attached to the box of 
sweets, mysteriously appeared days later, fn it were salutations and 
good wishes for the years to come. The message ( written in Arabic) 
read: “ Wr congratulate you and the members of your staff on the pass- 
ing of 20 years since you started your efforts and labour in making Jor- 
dan s message clear and honest. " The moral of the story is that all that 
pondering and soul-searching could have been avoided had someone 
with sticky fingers just let that little note be. Nonetheless it was an 
exercise of the mind and die good wishes were indeed appreciated — 
so too were the sweets. 
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international forum. 

The paper quoted 

Nidal Mansour, chief editor of Al Hadeth, as saying that 
he was never informed whether or not he would be 
allowed to attend the economic conference. Mr. Man- 
sour. was- said to. say. that for him this wos<a cause. for 
wonder. ‘Al Sabeel also quoted Jihad Jbara. chief editor 
of Sawt Al Mara ( Voice of the Woman), who it said was 
also prohibited from attending the summit. According to 
Al Sabeel Mr. Jbara said, " How can they allow a Jor- 
danian to be a chief editor of a paper and then not allow 
him to enter the summit, while permitting journalists 
from all over the world ” Mr. Jbara, the paper said was 
told by the Ministry of Information that the reason he 
was refused a press pass was "security, ’’ with no further 
explanation. 


THE MOTHER OF ALL GRAMMARIANS? 

You may remember the Ad Dus tour ghost writer Sahban- 
tumed-Halim, better known as Faltkri Kawar, the presi- 
dent of the General Union of Arab Writers. In three 
short paragraphs “Halim" blasted the quality of simul- 
taneous translations at the MENA summit. According to 
the writer. Sibaweih, the father of Arab grammar, “ must 
have been turning in his grave at the inferior pronuncia- 
tion and the complete ignorance of basic Arabic gram- 
mar, ” as demonstrated by the translators, who, by the 
way, were selected by the WEF. 


MIXING BUSINESS & PLEASURE: While 
the press may have had a tough time of it. the MENA par- 
ticipants not only applauded the business edge of the 
summit but the hospitality of their Jordanian colleagues. 
Visiting businesspersons attending the summit were 


treated to a lavish dinner replete with entertairunent 
selected to reflect the "face of Jordan. ” Actually, two 
dinners were hosted simultaneously at the Philadelphia 
and InterContinental hotels. The big hosts were promi- 
nent businessmen Jad Maqdah, chairman of the board of 
CJC. the shirtmakers. and Thabil Taker, former minister 
of energy and chairman of the private sector committee 
entrusted with preparing for MENA. On the programme 
were skit performances by Hisham Younts and Nabil 
Sawalha of the Hisham & Nabil Theatre which “ sur- 
prised and delighted the audiences, ” dances by the Cir- 
•cassian folklore troupe of the New Gil, traditional 
dabkehs performed by 23 dancers and musicians from 
the Royal Jordanian Airlines ( RJ ) Folklore troupe, and a 
fashion show of modem and traditional apparel. The 
shows and art direction were the celebrated talents of 
Bassam Sheikh Jaw ad who probably deserves the largest 
round of applause for staging, at two venues mind you, 
what was described by guests and officials alike as a 
superb evening. Their Royal Highnesses Prince Ahdul- 
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there all the time h£, 

over the ludden meaning, if any. alo " S wi,h ° bo . u ' J°° 
globalisation message to the Jor - °^ r 3 Zbas‘"JX, 

mt Their Highnesses Prince Has- <° MENA 

md been J, ached to the box of f 1 . pnvate seaor 
later In it were salutations and h ^‘™ Sp " S , 0nS r . 
The message ( written in Arabic ) • ■£, T’ 

members of your stiff on the pass- phUn^inhin Until 

■efforts Zktboarbi makinflor- P J^ ph ‘° g™ 
e moral ofthe story is that all then 
have been avoided had someone .. , .. . .. 


STROLLING 

SHMEISAN1- 

SIDE: No sooner was the summit over than shopkeep- 
ers and cafe owners in Shmeisani were surprised by die 
sight of a man strolling by with perhaps more security 
. - than some very important people in Jordan. - The man 
-.-was. none- other them Israeli- Foreign- Minister Shiment- 
Peres, who. accompanied by Israeli Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Shimon Shamir, took a “long walk” through 
Shmeisani. from the Forte Grand Hotel through the 
shopping district and back to the hotel In those 45 min- 
utes, Mr. Peres stopped at several cafis for refreshments, 
cue a shawermah sandwich at a sidewalk stand, and even 
took in a smoke on an argileh at one of Shmeisani s many 
hubbly bubbly establishments. But that last experience 
may have been a bit too 'heady' for the former smoker. 
Mr. Peres was quoted by the Associated Press Wednes- 
day as saying that he had been a heavy smoker. “I 
haven V smoked for eight years, ” he said after nearly 
choking. Several shopowners. closed their shops to run 
out and meet Mr. Peres. The foreign minister stopped to 
chat with many of the folks he met and asked them about 
their jobs, the economy and ■ whether they felt peace 
would make a positive difference in their lives. With 
schoolchildren, Mr. Peres asked about their studies. 
According to Ambassador Shamir. Mr. Peres was very 
warmly received all along his way through the streets of 
Shmeisani Needless to say Mr. Peres experienced some 
typical Jordanian hospitality : and his tab was naturally, 
on-the-house. 


REPORT ON THE RAPPORTEUR: It is rare 
that bringing together high ranking foreign officials, 
more than 1,000 participants. 600 journalists, and other 
personnel, not to mention the human resources required 
by Jordan, for an event such as Amman has never seen, 
would run through without a casualty. The unfortunate 



Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres nearly 
chokes after a puff from an argileh in a cafe in the 
Shmeisani district of Amman. Mr. Shamir said he 
had quit smoking right years ago (photo by Yousef 
. Al ‘Allan) . . •: 

but thankfully not critical mishap occurred on the last 
day of the summit. Anunan Financial Market Director 
Ummayya Touqan, who was the MENA summit's rappor- 
teur, took a fall and injured a ligament in his ankle. We 
hear he is recuperating well at home, and we wish him a 
speedy return to his work at the stock exchange. 


COMMENDATIONS IN ORDER: Last but not 
least, officials saluted the volunteers in the operations 
room at the Amman Financial Market and at the RCC. 
saying that it was truly heartening to see such young 
people pool together with dynamism and potential to get 
a job done. Many attendees to the summit were also 
quite impressed at the politeness ofthe security people, 
in and around the conference venues, saying that they 
should be commended because their helpful attitude dur- 
ing these three days, particularly that of the uniformed 
officers, “made a big difference . ’’ One more mention 
should go to the Raneen Advertising Company whose 
logo was selected among those submitted by several 
countries to be the official MENA ‘95 logo. Raneen 
General Manager Hassan Keilani. 24, son of Advisor to 
His Majesty King Hussein Mohammad Rasoul Keilani, 
recieved a letter of thanks from Yanal Hikmat. the official 
supervisor ofthe summit, who praised Raneen ‘s designs 
as distinguished and reflecting the modernity of the 
Kingdom. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Linda McCartney turns veggie crusade into growing food empire 


By Maggie Jackson 
The Associated press 

NEW YORK — Linda 
McCartney settles her 
jeans -cl ad self into a plush 
sofa in a $600-a-night 
hotel suite, kicks off black 
robber thongs and wiggles 
two bare feet with cherry 
red toenails. 

“Let’s relax,” she says to 
a visitor, her voice a 
throaty blend of English 
and American accents. 
“Lei’s just relax.” 

Linda Eastman McCart- 
ney, the woman who mar- 
ried the cutest Beatle and 
has been .dogged by 
detractors ever since, is 
clearly enjoying herself. 
With a multi milfion-dollar 
cookbook and food empire 
built around her crusade 
for vegetarianism, she’s 
found a new — and gen- 
tler^- place in the spot- 
ligfci 

,^*rjirst cookbook, pub- 
hshed-rin 1989, has sold 
\ 400,00b copies worldwide 
aad publishers fought over 
rights to her second, pub- 
lished this month. Nearly 
1 60 million meatless 


frozen meals bearing her 
name have been sold. 
She’s even attached her 
name to vegetarian dog 
food. Yes, dog food. 

She’s quick to admit the 
McCartney name surely 
helped. But only at first, 
she insists. 

‘In the beginning, the 
McCartney name was it,” 
she said in an interview 
punctuated by the fussings 
of a hairdresser, a daughter 
and a bevy of publicists. 
“But as someone said in 
the food business, they’ll 
try your product once, and 
if it doesn't taste good, 
they don't come back.” 

Still, like a child receiv- 
ing an unexpected treat, 
she also seems genuinely 
surprised by her success 
and the public adulation 
that has come with it 

"It's great,” says 
McCartney. “I’ll go to the 
theatre, to the junk shop 
and I'll always have one or 
two people say to me, 
‘Linda, love your (.meat- 
less) sausages’, ‘Linda, 
love your cookbook*” 

A quarter-century ago. 


when a 27-year-old Amer- 
ican rock-and-roll photog- 
rapher married the 
adorable Beatle Paul, the 
reception was far less 
warm. Some fans were so 
upset by the sacrilege that 
they broke into ihe cou- 
ple’s house and ransacked 
Linda's (Jungs. 

“The first rule is that no 
one should marry a Beatle, 
and at that time he was the 
only remaining bachelor 
Beatle,” says Geoff Baker, 
a spokesman for the 
McCartneys. "She got a lot 
of flak.” 

Later, she drew wither- 
ing criticism for playing 
keyboard in Paul's band 
Wings despite a lack of 
musical experience and — 
so critics said — talent. A 
pirated tape of Wings 
playing Hey Jude in con- ‘ 
cert, in which al] but 
Linda's off-key warbles 
are blocked out, has 
popped up for years. 

"When people had that 
Hey Jude tape, she just sat 
there crying in front of me, 
saying ‘Why are they 
doing this?”’ says Baker, 
who adds that Linda prob- 


ably draws extra fire in 
Britain for being outspo- 
ken and American. 

Even her longtime pho- 
tography work draws bit- 
ing criticism. “She's not a 
bad photographer, she's 
serious and active,” says 
Miles Barth, a curator at 
the International Centre of 
Photography in New York 
City. “But she probably 
wouldn’t have achieved 
the exhibitions and books 
that she has if she wasn’t 
married to Paul McCart- 


McCartney at first looks 
uncomfortable when asked 
about the vitriol that is 
ebbing but still directed 
her way for her causes and 
ventures, her outspoken- 
ness and flower child talk. 
Yet when Baker interjects 
that she’s no longer criti- 
cised and tries to halt the 
interview, she quickly cuts 
him short 

"No, it is true,” says 
McCurtney, whose angular 
face, earthy manner and 
blonde locks make her 
look at least a decade 
younger than her 54 years. 


“Maybe people are a bit 
envious that I married the 
Beatle they all loved. ... 
They didn’t like Jesus, did 
they? Look what they did 
to him. Not that I’m com- 
paring myself ...” she 
laughs. 

Finally, she shrugs, 
"well, we all like to be 
liked. But whai are you 
going to do if people you 
don’t know don’t like 
you?” 

In one venture at least, 
McCartney is attracting far 
more fans than critics. 

Her first cookbook 
“wasn’t an instant hit” 
when published in Britain 
in 1989, says Nigel New- 
ton. managing director of 
Bloomsbury Publishing 
Ltd. But the book, Linda 
McCartney's Home Cook- 
ing, later became a British 
bestseller for months and 
has since come out in the 
United States and six other 
countries. 

A line of ready-made 
foods by United Biscuits 
Group followed, with 
U.K. sales reaching $51 
million last year and 150 
million meals total sold. 


Recently, the company 
opened a $16 million fac- 
tory in England devoted to 
her products, each of 
which is personally 
approved by McCartney. 

When the meals hit the 
United States last year, 
reviews were mixed, at 
best calling them “hearty' 
and filling” and at worst 
“bland on the run.” a play 
on the Wings hit Band On 
The Run. 

Yet 10 million meals — ■ 
from Tex-Mex Tostada to 
Spaghetti Milano — have 
been gobbled in U.S. test 
markets, and the line has 
just debuted in Holland. 
This year, as well, British 
dogs began finding 
McCartney-approved veg- 
etarian fodder in their 
bowls. 

Her fare undoubtedly 
came along at the right 
time. Spurred by health 
concerns, growing num- 
bers of Americans and 
Britons are forsaking 
meat, at least as a daily 
necessity. Vegetarian 
cooking — including 
McCartney's — also has 


been spiced up since the 
days when it revolved 
around brown rice and 
cheese. 

To answer consumer 
demands, McCartney late- 
ly has tried to reduce the 
fat and salt in her products 
and recipes. The British 
maker of her veggie burg- 
ers recently jumped to 
recall stocks after a report 
said they contained twice 
as much fat as listed on the 
package. 

Still, it’s not health con- 
cerns that drive McCart- 
ney, a tireless — some- 
times tiresome — crusader 
against meat-eating for 
one reason: Saving ani- 
mals. 

“To think, we rear an 
animal and we befriend it, 
and we send it off to be 
murdered,” she says. “And 
they scream and they 
watch their children being 
murdered and they watch 
their aunts and uncles 
being murdered and all 
their relatives and then we 
eat that fear.” 

McCartney, who con- 
verted to vegetarianism 
along with Paul more than 


20 years ago after watch- 
ing lambs gambol on their 
Scottish farm, peppers her 
talk with such tirades, call- 
ing meat “dead flesh” and 
leather “animal skin.” 

Just as energetically, she 
tucks in a plea for boy- 
cotting French cheese to 
protest nuclear explosions 
or an exultation on simple 
living. “Sit me in a field. 
Put me out on a horse. ... I 
just love that.” It would 
sound like a put-on. were 
it not so sincere. 

After all, here is a 
woman who has multi- 
millions and every chance 
for an ultra-jet set life, yet 
chose to raise four chil- 
dren in a two-bedroom 
home without a nanny or 
cook. By many accounts, 
she’s surprisingly unpre- 
tentious. 

“I like natural living, if 
I’m only going to live 
once,” she says. “I want to 
feel alive. I don't want to 
be totally afraid, and l 
think having all the trap- 
pings makes you feel dead. 

“By the way, have you 
thought of going veggie?” 
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Fun, Fun, Fun 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 


Last week I saw the light 1 suddenly understood why PCs 
in general and Microsoft in particular have had such 
tremendous success and have created a true revolution in 
the world of computing. 1 mean the real reason, not the 
technical characteristics or features.. What produced die 
spark was the song 1 was listening to — “Fun, Fun, Fun,” 
the Beach Boys famous bit, back in 1964 — while 1 was 
using my PC, adjusting the colours of an Excel chart to 
give it maximum visual impact. 



The fn«n duty of those who design tools, machines, 
software, objects, clothes, etc, is to give diem functional- 
ity. Since nremlrind is well-past the Iron Age, functionali- 
ty is not enough anymore. To attract the clients and beat 
the competition, designers have learned to add a certain 
dose of embellishment to their products. A car, originally 
a machin e made to let you travel from one place to anoth- 
er, has become a second home. With aJD the comforts built 
in modem vehicles, driving a car — barring traffic lights 
— has become a pleasure, not just a necessity. Being in 
control of a fast car, sitting behind a power steering 
wheel, listening to Chopin waltzes on the car’s CD play- 
er is fa n, great fun. 

Most software publishers have successfully implement- 
ed the idea. Sophisticated computer games are but the 
ultimate form of fun computing, albiet with little utility. 
However, Microsoft Windows system has taken the art of 
mixing work with pleasure to unprecedented hights. Take 
Excel spreadsheet programme for example. Type in a few 


people’s names with some data next to them, like their 
age, click the moose on the chart icon, select the area con- 
taining the data on the screen with the moose, drag and 
drop and you have a complete, well presented colour 
chart in less than 10 seconds. If this isn’t fun then what 
is? 

Fun with software was considered as an added value to 
serious work, now it is what makes you feel like working. 
Prom secondary it has become the prime reason. The way 
Windows and related software put the user in control of 
all functions gives him or her a genuine feel of power and 
enjoyment Some people admit that they “get their kicks” 
by using PCs. 

One of the brochures I collected earlier this week at 
METS 95 (Jordan’s computer and technology show) 
rightfully introduces new software as having “More 
Power, More Freedom, More Fun.” If “Fun, Fun, Fun” 
was about surfing in California, computing under 
Windows is like a dream tide on the waves of software. 
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1:20 
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4:00 

5:00 


5:30 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:15 

9:10 

10:00 
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11:50 


Iris - The Happy Professor 
Fireman ?vam 
My Secret Identity 
Mountain Men 
The New Leave It to Beaver 
Gillette World Sport 
White Heat 
Bench Programme 
Coco tie Minute 
Varieties And Game Show 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
News Headlines 
National Georgraphic 
The Album Show 
The New Avengers 
News In English 
Movie — Coogan’s Bluff 
.Starting: Clint Eastwood & Susan Clark 
The Thom Birds 


Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Nurses 

Cinema, Qnernq 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Futures 
Heartbeat 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Counter Strike 
11:10 Cassidy 
12:30 My Two Wives 


7:30 

735 

8:00 

805 

9:10 

930 


Monday, Nov. 6 , 1995 


Friday, Nov. 3, 1995 


2:00 

230 

2:45 

3:00 

4:00 

430 

5.-00 


5:30 


1:00 

1:15 

1:30 

2:00 

230 

330 

4:30 

5:00 


Read A Lee Deed A Lee 
Beethoven 

The Ronn Lucas Show 
White Fang 
Space Rangers 
Tall Tales & Legends 
Bush School 
French Programme 
Cocotte Minute 
Telefilm 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
E=M6 

News Headlines 
African Skies 
Coach 

Natural Wonders Of Europe 
Wolf 

10:00 News In English 
10:25 Buccaneers 

11:30 Movie — The Happy Ending 

Starring: Jean Simmons & John Forsythe 
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7:15 


5:30 

7:00 

7:15 


7:30 

735 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

1230 


Shelley Duvall’s Bed Time Stories 
Play About 
Hey Dad 

Nature World Of Mistuaki 

I Love Lucy 

Tarzan 

French Programme 
Cocotte Minute 
Serie 

Maria Vandamme 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Nimbus 

News Headlines 
McHales’s Navy 
Inventions 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Track 
News In English 
Inspector Morse 
American Chart Show 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 


Tuesday, Nov. 7, 1995 


Saturday, Nov. 4, 1995 


2:00 

2:30 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4t30 

5:00 


5:30 

6:00 


7:00 

7:15 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:25 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 


12:00 


Back To The Future 
Harry Aod The Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 
Only In Hollywood 
I Love Lucy 
Tarzan 

French Programme 
Cocttee Minute 
Documentary 
L’ Histone Du Cirque 
Drama Series 
Operation Open I Et 2 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Fact Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 
First Flights 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Track — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Movie: “Loma Doone” 

Starring: Clive Owen & Jean Bean 
L’histoire Secrete Du Petiole 


2:00 

Captain Planet 

230 

MAN.T.I.S 

3:15 

To Run Tbe Gauntlet 

4:00 

I Love Lucy 

430 

Tarzan 

5:00 

French Programme 


Cocotte Minnie 

530 

Serie 


Fruits Et Legumes 

6:00 

Magazine 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine 


Ushuaiz 

730 

News Headlines 

735 

Yon Bet Your Life 


8.VU The Secrets Of Treasure Islands 
830 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9:10 True Blue 
10:00 News In English 
1030 Movie: “Murderous Affairs" 

Starring: Chris Sarandon & Virginia Madsen 
12:00 MaacyWake 


Wednesday, Nov. 8, 1995 


Sunday, Nov. 5, 1995 


2:00 

2:30 

3:00 

330 

4:00 

430 

5:00 


2:00 

2:30 

2:45 

3:10 

3:30 

3:50 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 


5:30 

6:00 

7:00 


The Flintstooes 
Joshua Jones 
Droopy Master Detective 
Family Playhouse 
Scientific Eye 
PnywaJTs Summer 
1 Love Lucy 
Tarzan 

French Programme 
Cocotte Minute 
Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
Document 
La Multinational 
Le Journal 


530 


Inspector Gadget 
Ghost Writers 
Tomorrow’s World 
Amazing Stories 
I Love Lucy 
Tarzan 

French Programme 
Cocotte Minute 
Jeux 

Pago Pago 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musiqul 
News Headlines 
Anything For A Laugh 
Amazing Races 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Track 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Prism 
10:45 Law And Order 
11:40 The Silk Road 
12:30 Second Thoughts 


7:00 

7:15 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 



Toys for the boys 


By Saner Gbaleb Bagaeen 


Today — a grand test your knowledge quiz! Yes, 
your chance to show just how much you know about 
the place where you live and the people you share it 
with. 

Here we go then! 


1. Do you know of any study that could tell you for sure 
whether poverty, if it can at all be measured, has actually 
gone up or down in the areas where you live? 

2. In what circumstances can you imagine yourself 
needing such a study in the first place? 

3. Would you, for example, need to use it while prepar- 
ing a list of development projects for the millennium cel- 
ebrations in your country? 

4. Do you think that you would have been asked to lend 
a helping hand in your field of specialisation as part of the 
preparations for an economic summit if you were: 

a ) able to communicate with others in four different 
languages. 

b) able to communicate with others in three different 
languages. 

c) able to communicate with others in two languages. 

d) able to speak only one language, your mother tongue. 

5. Well, when do you think that yon would have been 
asked? 

6. Some economists and think-tanks are by now house- 
hold names. These have become famous for saying that 
“nobody promised us the cure to all our ills”. Should these 
people now expect to get a cheer from (be ordinary peo- 
ple who had every right to have bad very high expecta- 
tions? 

7. The idea of writing and putting pen to paper, to point 
out some of the problems and dilemmas in the way we 
design and build things, plan our roads, structure our 
economy, invest in our heritage and culture and in our 
future generations, is, in itself, just an idea. But can you 


think of anything good that would come out of it? 

8. Can you think of anything at all that would come-out 

° 9 ,t ' Could you say that there are enough hotel rooms 
available in your city for all the guests of an economic 

su mmi t? ... 

10. If there aren’t, which of these possible scenarios 

would you think could be the most likely to happen: 
a) vacant apartments would be rented out. pushing 

^HpStments would be bought to that end, pushing 

prices up. ... . . 

c) other arrangements would be made involving using 
the facilities of friendly neighbouring countries. 

11. How many of our university and college students 
would you say have access to the latest titles and most 
recent publications in the fields of pure sciences, the arts 
or the humanities? 

12. How many, of those students, would you say have 
access to the latest technologies, such as computer-bard- 
ware and software, at their places of study? 

13. Is the model of the economic relationship of the 

United States with Latin America an acceptable one for 
the Middle East where one country would be the domi- 
nating power? . 

14. Why do cities such as Salt have as big a traffic prob- 
lem as Amman when there aren’t as many cars there? 

15. Arid why are one-way streets in such a throbbing 

and vibrant city, a matter of public knowledge, irrespec- 
tive of sign-posting? . , 

16. If a commission charged with gathering money tor a 
series of projects celebrating the millennium is set up, 
would you have any specific ideas as to where and how 
fo pt money would be best invested? 


How many of these questions do you think yon got 
right? If you think you got all of them right - well 
done! If not, wen, that is another story. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


FOCUS 


attribute my longevity to the persistent use of garlic. 
Now don’t breathe that to a soul.” 

SON: ‘The secret or the garlic?" 



***** 


The River Nile 


— A great river in Africa. Nearly 4,150 miles long. 

— Considered the world’s longest river. 

— Fed by Blue and white Niles. 

— Rises in Lake Victoria and flows north to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

— Fertile silt-laden flood waters basis of. ancient 
Egyptian economy. 

— Exploited jointly with Egypt and the Sudan. 

— Dams (e.g. the High Dam) have been built across 
the Nile to store up its water. 



OKI 





TEACHER: “Big objects never move easily.” 

PUPIL: “Not always, sir.” 

TEACHER: “How?” 

PUPIL: “Just put a banana peell in a big man’s way 
and see how he rolls so easily!!” 




LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


• How long have they been married? 

Kam mada ala zaw^jihima?- 

Twenty years. 

Ishreena sana. 

■ Have they ever quarrelled? 

Hal sabaqa wa’an lasha- 
jaraa? 

■ Very often. 

Miraran wafficrararn. 

Do you know why? 

Hal ta’rif as’sabab? 

• Her husband takes to gambling.. 

Le’anna zawjaha muqamir. 


1- Define the following: 


a) Oligarchy 

b) Plutocracy 

c) Hagiocracy 

d) Kakistocracy 

e) Statocracy 


2. Name the sounds produced by these 
birds or animals: 


a) ducks 
e) owls 
i) roosters 
m) cows 


b) bigs 
0 turkey 
j) seals 
n) bens 


c) mice 
g) Hogs 
k) horses 
o) frogs 


d) doves 
h) bulls 
l)crows 


JOKES 


***** 


* HE: “They tell me Colonel Lively is a sexagenarian.” 
SHE: “The old fool* and at bis age, too!” 


PUZZLES 




THE MISSING VOWEL 


* SON: “Well, dad, you've managed to live to a ripe Can you make senv nf rh* » . .. 

old age. How did you manage to keep the germs of dis- same vowel twelve times'^ 8 by msertu,g *** 

ease away all these many yars?” 


FATHER: *TU let you in on a little secret, son. I — MBBNGGNNIXNOSSLLCT 


Biggest maker of ‘bionic ears’ to float 


SYDNEY (R) —The 
world's largest manufac- 
turer of “bionic ears". 
Cochlear Ltd. is to be 
floated and its parent hopes 
to raise up to Australian 
dollars 125 million ($94.5 
million). 

Industrial conglomerate 
Pacific Dunlop Ltd said 
that the flotation would 
improve Cochlear’s ability 
to grow. 

Cochlear is being floated 
out of Nucleus Ltd. Pacific 
Dunlop's medical equip- 


ment group which also 
owns Pacemaker and 
Leads Business Telectronic 
Pacing Systems Inc. 


and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approval for the use 
of its implants by adults 
and children. 


Cochlear’s 


Cochlear controls 85 per 
cent of the world market 
for recipients of Cochlear 
implants. The implants are 
designed to improve the 
communication ability of 
the deaf, who derive little 
benefit from hearing aids. 

The company is the only 
Cochlear implant manu- 
facturer to have U.S. Food 


"Cochlear provides an 
opportunity to invest in a 
Jjusiness that is already a 
world leader and has an 
exciting future through the 
develotnent of devices 
which enable an increasing 
number of hearing- 
impaired people to enjoy a 
better quality of life,” said 
Professor David 


Penington, 
chairman. 

Cochlear exports to 43 
countries, mainly Europe, 
the United States, Japan 
and Australia, and has a 
developing presence in 
Eastern Europe, South 
America and China. The 
company’s main competi- 
tors are U.S. firm 
Advanced Bionics Corp 
and Austrian-based com- 
pany Med El. 
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Arts & Fashion 



Sigourney Weaver 

Sigourney Weaver — no 
longer a heroine addict 


By Douglas J. Rowe 
The Associated Press 
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Cochlear : 


NEW YORK — To 
some, she’s still ripley. 

It still amazes Sigour- 
ney Weaver that when 
she meets people, that’s 
the first role of hers so 
many cite. 

There’s no denying 
that the part of a sexy, 
sweaty, 6-foot C 1.8- 
metre) woman wielding 
a flame-thrower to blast 
a slimy evil creature 
into outer space is a 
memorable one. 

Thai’s probably why 
Weaver herself can say 
in a matter-of-fact tone 
rather than a resigned 
one: Tm sure I’m 
already typecast in a lot 
of people’s minds.” 

But even though she 
reprised her first major 
film role, 1979’s Alien, 
with two sequels 
(1986’s Aliens and 
I992’s Alien 3), her 
career can be charac- 
terised as varied, even 
disting uished. 

The 46-year-old 
actress has appeared in 
the Ghostbusters come- 
dies, The Year Of 
and 

film 

adaptation of Death And 
The Maiden. 

She received a best- 
actress Academy Award 
nomination for Aliens, 
then two Oscars nomi- 
nations in one year — 
best actress for Gorillas 
In The Mist and best 
supporting actress for 
Wotidne Girl, both 
1988 releases. 

It’s true, in most of her 
roles, she’s a straight- 
ahead, stalwart 
But in Polanski’s m 
and her latest. Copycat, 
in which she plays a 
c riminal psychologist 
who has a nervous 
breakdown, she appears 
to be giving up her 
addiction to heroine 
roles. 

The film’s Helen 
Hudson, who’s trans- 
formed into a pill-pop- 
per suffering from ago- 
raphobia induced oy 
one of the serial killers 
she’s studying, certainly 
won’t be confused with 
ripley. 

She’s housebound and 
easily petrified. Months 
aftgr the attack that dec- 
mated her, she reluc- 
tantly agrees to help a 
^' "ve (played by 
Hunter) who’s 

:ed to solve the 

1 late^erial killer case. 
•R (His «auern is to repli- 
cate, jn mm, a murder 
hy famous serial killers 
such - as the Boston 


Strangler and Ted 
Bundy) 

While trying to range 
widely with her roles, 
only recently would 
Weaver allow that her 
career is not riddled 
with doubts. There was 
a time when she would 
suggest someone for a 
certain part over herself, 
once saying: “1 think I 
get sent the roles Meryl 
(Streep) is not doing.” 

Even with Copycat, 
she said, a few other 
actresses were lined up 
before her, but they 
opted out for whatever 
reasons. 

“I think at that point I 
didn’t offer any better 
people,” she said, 
chuckling, in a recent 
interview in a 
Manhattan hotel suite. 
“The roles are not that 
plentiful. 

“I always used to do 
that. 1 used to go in and 
• say, 1 '- ‘you know who 
would really be great in 
this part?’ ... 1 would 
always give them some- 
one else. I couldn’t stop 
myself. It was, I think, 
probably the producer 
in me that I could see it 
cast And sometimes 
part of it was just I was 
intimidated.” 

Like when the part of 
Dian Fossey came up in 
Gorillas In The Mist, 
she proposed Diane 
Keaton and Vanessa 
Redgrave. 

“It took me a while to 
take on the big parts,” 
Weaver said. “I’m used 
to playing straightfor- 
ward people. And: when 
the characters are very 
complex, I don’t know 
that 1 felt 1 had enough 
training, in a way, to be 
able to tell their stories. 
But now I’ve learned so 
much over the years that 
now I feel capable of 
showing a lot different 
sides of people.” 

Weaver — who lives 
in New York with her 
husband, theatre direc- 
tor Jim Simpson and 
their young daughter, 
Charlotte — still tends 
to agonise over her 
work. But now that she 
has more experience, 
she said she realises 
“the important thing is 
to play the character. In 
other words, you try to 
leave yourself alone. 
You get out of your own 
way. you know, just let 
your talents and your 
training do it.” 

Now there’s a phrase 
for the 1990s: just do it. 
Yet, that “it hasn’t 
included many come- 
dies or romantic leads. 

• “It’s amazing to me 


that I haven't done more 
comedy. It’s the one 
thing I think I’m really 
good at it,” she said, 
revealing that next year 
she’ll appear in a new 
comedic play by old pal 
Christopher Durang. 

“I think love stories 
are the most fun film 
you can do. I always 
end up playing these 
ultraserious people.” 

She’s turned down a 
lot of comedies because 
she says there aren’t that 
many great comedic 
roles and scripts for 
women, and the right 
directors to handle 
them. 

“There are a lot of 
things that, I think, you 
can get away with in a 
normal film. But a com- 
edy really has to be this 
souffle,” she said. 

She figures that she’s 
only been in a few real- 
ly nice romantic films 
because studio beads 
probably don’t think of 
a tall woman like her for 
a conventional love 
story. “It has to be a sort 
of weird love story,” for 
her to be tabbed, she 
suggested. 

“If I had my choice I 
would do nothing but 
romantic comedies,” 
she said 

So what’s she doing 
next? 

“You know, I never 
have a plan. I never 
have a goal,” said 
Weaver, the daughter of 
Sylvester “Pat” Weaver, 
a long-ago president of 
the NBC Broadcast 
Network, and Elizabeth 
Inglis, an actress who 
appeared in The 39 
Steps. 

“I just think in this 
business it’s much bet- 
ter to sort of keep doing 
your work and see what 
comes up.. ... I don’t 
believe in going after 
roles. First of all, I never 
get them. But also I 
guess I just feel very 
philosophical about 
things that come to 
you." 
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Billie Whitelaw, devoted muse to Beckett 


By Paul Majendie 
Reuter 

LONDON — As muse to 
playwright Samuel Beckett, 
actress Billie Whitelaw felt 
like clay in the hands of a 
great sculptor. 

As leading lady to 
Laurence Olivier, she 
watched a master technician 
who held back from pouring 
his soul into roles. 

The contrast could not be 
more stark and Whitelaw 
bluntly compares them in an 
autobiography spanning SO 
years as one of Britain’s 
leading actresses. 

She rose from child star to 
sex symbol of gritty 
“kitchen sink” dramas. Co- 
stars ranged from Albert 
Finney to Elizabeth Taylor, 
directors from John Ford to 
Alfred Hitchcock. 

But Beckett was always 
her greatest inspiration. She 
cemented her place in the- 
atrical histoiy collaborating 
with lrish-bom Beckett over 
a quarter of a century. 

She was the voice and 
face of the Nobel Prize win- 
ner's complex plays. 

“We would sit opposite 
each other and speak die 
words in unison, he in a 
whisper and me out loud 
while we conducted each 
other, eyeball to eyeball, bis 
face changing expression 
with each phase, just like a 
conductor.” 

“Sometimes I felt as if be 
was a sculptor and I a piece 
of clay.” 

They instinctively under- 
stood each other. The death 
in 1989 of the soft-spoken 
playwright with the pale 
blue eyes had a devastating 
effect on Whitelaw. 

“It was never difficult for 
me to understand what 
"Beckett wrote because it 
always seemed to be about 
me,” she writes in her auto- 
biography, Billie Whitelaw 
... Who He? 

“Who He, I said filing 
away, and what it?” was a 
line from Beckett’s Play, 
their first together in 1963. 

Beckett’s plays have baf- 



Billie Whitelaw 

fled, moved and riveted the- 
atregoers the world over. 
Whitelaw never tried to 
analyse them. Only once did 
she ever ask Beckett a ques- 
tion. 

The answer was typically 
elliptic. 

! Rehearsing for Footfalls;* 
she asked of her character. 


“Am I dead?” Beckett 
replied: “Well, let’s say you 
are not quite there.” 

He was meticulous about 
stage directions. 

Beckett once told her that 
three “pause” dots on one 
page should be cut- to two. - 
; He ' kepL telling ha “tcfo - 
much colour, tool mtitih 


colour,” a coded plea for a 
more naturalistic approach. 

Olivier is often lauded as 
Britain’s greatest actor. 
Whitelaw played 

Desdemona to his Othello in 
the Shakespearian tragedy 
hailed as one of his greatest 
roles. • ' 

She praises a professional 


who inspired hero worship. 
Playing before Leonid 
Brezhnev in Moscow, they 
were given a 25-minute 
ovation by the Kremlin 
leader and his. politburo. 

But she felt there was 
always something missing. 

“He was technically so 
polished that his perfor- 
mance shone like a dia- 
mond. Yet I couldn’t help 
thinkin g that he wasn't per- 
sonally involved,” she says 
of Olivier. 

He was even charming 
when sacking fellow thespi- 
ans at Britain's pioneering 
National Theatre. 

Olivier told Whitelaw: 
“We simply have nothing 
suitable to offer you, noth- 
ing that is worthy of you. I 
think you should now 
extend your career and 
expand your talent. It’s been 
marvellous working with 
you.” 

Whitelaw, a wartime child 
whose father died of cancer, 
has not had an easy life. Her 
son Matthew nearly died of 
meningitis, her husband, 
writer Robert Muller, was 
almost killed by a heart 
attack. 

She admits calmly con- 
templating suicide as five- 
year-old Matthew lay in 
hospital on the verge of 
death. 

“In a quite practical 
unemotional way, I thought 
it would be better if I went 
with him in case he got lost 
if be died.. .He’d be too little 
to manage on his own." 

At 62, Whitelaw is as busy 
as ever, including lecture 
stints across the United 
States explaining to stu- 
dents the enigma of Beckett. 

, Her sense of loss is acute 
& even “Sam's death to me 
was like an amputation.” 

Writing her autobiography 
has clearly been a cathartic 
exercise. She ends by pen- 
ning her own epitaph: 

“When I have had enough 
of my own life, I want to go 
with a jar of valium and a 

ma gnum of champ agne. 1 

don’ t consider it a sin to 
commit suicide* ! 


75 years of filmmaking — in the 


Astoria section of New York City 


By Marlene Aig 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — On the 
biggest stage at Kaufman 
Astoria Studios, designers 
have re-created a Florida 
trailer park, complete with 
palm trees, for the filming 
of Marvin’s Room with 
Robert De Niro and Meryl 
Streep. 

Nearby are fake Mexican 
ruins that were put together 
for The Juror with Demi 
Moore and Alec Baldwin. 
That mammoth set is being 
saved for the moment, in 
case final location filming 
in Mexico doesn’t work out. 

On stage H, Big Bird and 
Ruth Buzzi are taping a seg- 
ment of Sesame Street It’s 
another busy day at the stu- 
dio complex in the New 
York borough of Queens, 
marking its 75th anniver- 
sary this year. 

The saga of the sprawling 
film studio in the quiet 
Astoria neighbourhood is a 
minimelodrama — it started 
with great success, fell into 
oblivion and has .since 
staged a stirring comeback. 

Bill Neff, a college film 
professor who grew up in 
the neighbourhood in the 
1940s, says, “everyone 
called it ‘the big house’ 
back then. It was big.” 

With six stages, a radio 
station, a cable TV station, a 
recording studio and pro- 
duction and suppon facili- 
ties ranging from deluxe 


dressing rooms to a carpen- 
try shop, the complex has to 
be huge. 

Its first stars were huge: 
regulars included Rudolph 
Valentino, W.C. Fields. 
Gloria Swanson and the 
Marx Brothers, who would 
film during the day and hop 
back across the East River 
into Manhattan to do 
Broadway at night. 

The complex was taken 
over by the U.S. army in 
1942 for military films and 
was unused during part of 
the 1970s. But it’s since 
been reborn with stars such 
as Harrison Ford, Diane 
Keaton and Hume Cronyn 
and directors including 
Woody Allen and Sidney 
Lumet working out of its 
mamm oth spaces. 

“It's the closest thing to 
L.A. studios,” says Hal 
Rosenbluth, the president 
and chief operating officer 
of Kaufman Astoria 
Studios, referring to Los 
Angeles. ‘But there’s better 
synergy because of New 
York.” 

Its advertising slogans 
tout it “as slightly east of 
LA.” and emphasise it’s 
New York-ness: “You can’t 
compare shooting in N.Y. to 
Hollywood. We’ve got bet- 
ter bagels.” 

Slogans 'aside, Rosenbluth 
emphasises the deep talent 
well in the city and the fact 
that Astoria “is a nice quiet 
neigbboliirhood” a subway 
ride away from the hustle of 


Manhattan. 

“People like coming 
heire,” he said. “They say 
it’s like going to the coun- 
try." 

The facility blends into its 
working-class industrial 
neighbourhood like the 
Corner Deli. Frances 
Poplawski, who has lived 
nearby for 44 years, says the 
studio's presence causes lit- 
tle stir. 

The Cosby Show used to 
draw spectators when the 
television show taped there 
from 1987 to 1992, she 
recalls, but for the most 
part, “if it weren’t for the 
fact I knew it was there, you 
wouldn’t know.” 

The complex was first 
constructed in 1920 by 
famous players lasky corp., 
run by Adolph Zukor and 
Jesse Lasky. it took the 
name of the distributor. 
Paramount, in 1927. 

Feature films were pro- 
duced throughout the 1920s 
and 1930s, including silent 
versions of The Great 
Gatsby and Monsieur 
Beaucaire; the first Marx 
brothers film, The 
Cocoanuts and their classic, 
Animal Crackers; The 
Emperor Jones, starring 
Paul Robeson; and Bob 
Hope’s debut film. The Big 
Broadcast Of 1938. 

When the army took over 
the facility in 1942 it 
renamed it the Signal Corps 
Photographic Centre. 
Training and propaganda 


films were produced during 
World War II and the cold 
war years. 

After the army gave up the 
facility in 1970, the city 
acquired ownership and the 
complex was briefly used 
by a local community col- 
lege. 

A non-profit foundation 
took over in 1976 and, in 
1977, the big stage, stage 
“E,” which at 26,000 square 
feet is one of the largest out- 
side of Hollywood, was 
used to film The Wiz. 

Real estate developer 
George S. Kaufman was 
given the go-ahead by the 
city to renovate, expand and 
revive the landmark in 1980 
and KAS was formally cre- 
ated. 

Kaufman expanded the 
space to 15 acres (6 
hectares), developed the 
multimedia facility and cre- 
ated the American museum 
of the moving image within 
the complex to preserve 
movie history. 

The walls of the studio are 
lined with posters from 
movies made there since it 
reopened: Carlito’s Way, 
Scent Of A Woman, Age Of 
Innocence, Scenes From A 
Mall, Presumed Innocent, 
Arthur, The Verdict and a 
host of Woody Allen films. 

Rosenbluth likes the irony 
of director Nora Ephron re- 
creating Venice, California, 
on the big stage for her 
movie Mixed Nuts rather 
than filming it in California. 


“That was different,” he 
said. 

High costs kept many pro- 
ducers from filming in the 
city for years. KAS has 
attracted work by providing 
so much in one place, man- 
aging to work deals with 
industry unions and selling 
the resurgence of New York 
itself. 

Then latter is “the polish 
on the apple,” says 
Rosenbluth. 

His cluttered office in no 
way suggests the image of a 
Hollywood mogul: It’s 

small, looks onto some old 
row houses and is filled 
with pictures of his family. 

He has made the studio 
profitable by diversifica- 
tion, adding a new lighting 
division and a new set con- 
struction shop for produc- 
tions requiring sets for loca- 
tion shoots. 

People who work there 
like the location. 

“My guys don’t like hav- 
ing to go into the dty all the 
time,” says Frank Schultz, 
president of local 52 of stu- 
dio mechanics, which repre- 
sents handlers, grips and 
others. “It's close to the sub- 
way and the area’s nice.” 

Says Rosenbluth, “we try 
to take the high road here. 
It’s a first-class facility 
where people work. We’re 
not trying to turn it into 
something it isn’t And we 
hope to be here another 75 
years” 


Identity crisis for African filmmakers 


By Bryan Pearson 
Agence France Presse 

JOHANNESBURG — Film 
producers and directors 
across Africa are facing an 
identity crisis as tastes 
changing towards 

Hollywood-style action 
movies threaten the conti- 
nent’s long tradition of “lib- 
eration” film-making. 

At a recent seminar here, 


some of Africa’s most 
respected film-makers were 
told by their younger col- 
leagues to stop bemoaning 
the fact that 99 per cent of 
movies shown on the conti- 
nent originate from 
Hollywood and to start 
making movies that 
Africans will pay to see. 

Tunisian producer Ahmad 
Attia opened the seminar by 
complaining that govern- 


ment subsidies in his coun- 
try had been cut back from 
20 per cent to 10 per cent of 
production costs. 

Only funding by the 
French and Italian govern- 
ments and the European 
Union keep the industry 
afloat, he said. 

Egyptian director Yousri 
Nasrallah blamed Egyptian 
nationalisation of (he indus- 
try for the fact that only 15 


to 20 movies a year are 
being made there compared 
to the 200 produced annual- 
ly in the 1950s and 1960s. 

"We have a crisis,” be 
said. 

For one of Africa’s most 
famous filmmakers, Djibril 
Diop Mambety of Senegal, 
the answer to the crisis is 
dubbing. 

"Dubbing — into English, 
French and Portuguese — is 


very crucial for distribu- 
tion,” Mambety said. 

He forecast that dubbing 
will help overcome the lack 
of marketability of U.S. 
films, a problem die indus- 
try has endured since 1963, 
when Senegal’s Ousmane 
Sembene made “Borom 
S arret,” the first film pro- 
duced for a paying audience 
by an African in Africa. 
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Fighting AIDS among drug addicts 


By Sylvie Chabas 


Ten measures aimed at reducing the risks of 
contamination by AIDS and by hepatitis in 
drug addicts were presented this summer by 
the Minister of Social Affairs and Health, 
Simone Weil, and the Minister of State for 
Health. Philippe Douste-Blazy. These mea- 
sures show a clear acceleration in the policy of 
risk reduction. Indeed, in this area, France 
was rather behind countries such as Britain, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany and 
Switzerland. 


PARIS — The number of 
drug addicts in France is 
estimated at 150,000, 40 per 
cent of whom are contami- 
nated by the AIDS vims 
(compared to less than 10 
per cent in Britain, in 
Switzerland or in the 
Netherlands) and 70 per 
cent by Hepatitis C. 


Faced with these alarming 
statistics, the French gov- 
ernment is, today, attempt- 
ing to fall in line with what 
is being proposed to reduce 
the risks in countries in 
which HIV positivity 
among drug addicts has 
never exceeded 10 per cent 
This policy can be resumed 
as follows: If it is not possi- 
ble to prevent drug addicts 
from taking drugs, at least, 
let us stop them from dying 
of AIDS. 


Hence the ten measures 


announced should be imple- 
mented They include pre- 
vention kits, called St&ibos, 
being distributed by 
chemist’s shops for 5 francs 
(SI) and containing two 
sterile syringes, alcohol 
pads and a condom; and the 
opening of 9 “shops” in 
Paris and in several towns in 
the provinces, which are 
supposed to be friendly cen- 
tres with showers and wash- 
ing machines where drug- 
addicts who are real drop- 
outs can find considerable 
help or simply be given a 
welcome which might 
encourage them to seek 
treatment But the most 
spectacular, and most con- 
troversial measure is the 
financing of 1,000 extra 
places for treatment by 
methadone, which is a syn- 
thetic opiate and the oldest 
of the substitute products 
used 


Methadone — a make- 
shift remedy or a miracle 
solution? 

By the end of 1994, there 
should be places for 1,645 
methadone patients 

throughout France. Al- 
though this figure appears 
derisory compared with 
Switzerland ana its 10,000 
methadone patients, it still 
causes a polemic among 
French specialists of drug- 
addiction. Anti-methadone 
doctors denounce this sub- 
stitution product as being a 
“fashion” likely to bring 
about the death of tradition- 
al institutions and to conceal 
the fact that there is a crucial 
lack of beds for treatment 
and post-treatment care 
(only 600 beds for the 
whole of France). 

“It is an emergency”, Mrs. 
Weil declares. “If we do 
nothing, we will be held 
responsible for the deaths of 
drug-addicts”. It is true that 
in the fight against drugs, 
the arrival of AIDS has 
swept away many clear-cut 
ideas. Many people who 
previously thought that 
responsibility could, in no 
way, be taken for a patient 
who took “legal” drugs, 
today consider that, with the 
threat of AIDS, it is better to 
take some syrup rather than 
have an injection. 

In fact, methadone is 


taken every 24 boors. The 
drug-addict has an appoint- 
ment every day at the same 
time at the centre where be 
is registered and he is 
received by a medical and 
soda! team especially 
trained to help drug-addicts. 
French terms for treatment 
provide for the original dose 
being from 20 to 40 mgs. 
This dose is adjusted (by 
reducing or increasing it) till 
the level of comfort for the 
patient has been found. This 
is left np to the clinician. In 
all cases, 100 mgs must not 
be exceeded a day. 

One might think that the 
principle of this treatment, 
as with all forms of substitu- 
tion treatment, is peroidous 
since it replaces one depen- 
dence by another. This is 
indeed true. However, the 
most important thing is that 
the drug-addict no longer 
has to be a slave and spend 
his life desperately and 
obsessively trying to obtain 
bis heroin. He settles down 
for a while to give himself 
and the therapists and social 
workers time to implement 
a reintegration plan. Proof 
of its effectiveness can be 
found in the United States in 
the numerous evaluations 
marie of methadone pro- 
gramme. One of the results, 
for instance, is that there is 
an average reduction of 79.3 
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To reduce the risk or contracting the AIDS virus, the prevention kit called Steribos (above) is being distributed in 
France (AFP photo) 




per cent in acts of delin- 
quency by drug-addicts 
undergoing treatment 


In France, are the nearly 
1 ,600 methadone places 
sufficient to stem the risk of 


infection, delinquency and 
death by overdose? Accor- 
ding to Philippe Douste- 
Blazy, 5.000 methadone 
places would be needed in 
France whereas today only 
500 patients have access to 


this product Will France 
one day be able to follow 
the example of the canton of 
Geneva which, for 3 to 
4,000 registered addicts, has 
nearly 1.000 places for 
methadone treatment Or 


will France go so far as to. 
distribute doses of heroine 
legally as is practised in cer- 
tain centres in Great Britain 
or in Switzerland? It is an 
open debate — L’ Actualite 
En France. 
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Fat people fib about what I Parental attention prevents 
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they eat, study says 


teen drinking and smokin: 


tea? handed e* 


By Randi ff utter Epstein 
The Associated Press 


LONDON * — Being fat 
seems to make some people 
forgetful, at least when they 
describe what they eat 
Responding to diet sur- 
veys, the obese often under- 
estimate the fats they con- 
sume, the researchers 
found. 


tion.” 

The findings provide sci- 
entific evidence for what 
many people have long 
assumed: People get fat by 
eating too much, rather than 
by being biologically pre- 
disposed to gaining weight 
quickly on a normal diet 


methods," said Dr. Kelly 
Brownell, director of the 
Yale Centre for Eating and 
Weight Disorders at Yale 
University. 

“These data speak to the 
very origins of obesity 
itself," said Dr. Brownell. 


“We don’t know if it’s 
lying or a subconscious 
omission," said Dr. Bent 
Heitmann. “We just know 
obese people and weight- 
conscious people tend to 
give biased reports and they 
tend to be in the fat por- 


Dr. Heitmann said she is 
not debunking the impact of 
genes on weight gain. She 
suspects obesity is caused 
by a genetic predisposition 
plus overeating. 

The findings were pub- 
lished in the British Medical 
Journal. 

“This is an important find- 
ing ... and it uses elegant 


He said the study lends 
credence -to environment 
over genetic theories of 
obesity, which have gained 
popularity lately. It also 
raises questions about pre- 
vious findings on diet and 
disease, which are often 
based on food surveys. 

“If the results of self- 


reports are inaccurate, we 
should be less secure with 


those findings," said Dr. 
Brownell. 

The study included 323 
Danish men and women — 
slender and plump — 
between the ages of 35 and 
65. They completed one- 
month food diaries and gave 
urine samples. 

Scientists measured uri- 
nary nitrogen, a sign of pro- 
tein consumption. By sub- 
tracting total protein from 
total energy intake — which 
was calculated from body 
weight, height and exercise 
— investigators were able 
to estimate a person’s fat 
intake. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
WTiat helps deter young 
teens from alcohol and 
smoking? A recent exten- 
sive study published in 
Pediatrics found that teens 
who had a positive relation- 
ship with parents who also 
knew their teens* where- 
abouts were much less like- 
ly to drink and smoke. 

Although the results were 
not surprising, the study 
was significant in its scope 
and its multi-ethnic nature. 
It further isolated the most 
important parenting charac- 
teristics from a range of 
possibilities. 

Researchers followed one 
group of students four years 
from the 5th through the 8th 
grade and another group of 
students three years from 
the 7th through the 9th 
grade at 24 schools in the 
Los Angeles area The stu- 
dents were surveyed annu- 
ally to assess their recent 
smoking and drinking 
behaviour and to evaluate 
personal and family charac- 
teristics. By repealing the 
survey over several years. 


the researchers could identi- 
fy casual connections lead- 
ing to teen smoking and 
drinking. 

At the beginning of the 
study, 8 per cent of the 5th 
graders and 28 per cent of 
the 7th graders had tried 
cigarettes while about 10 
per cent of the 5th graders 
and 13 per. cent of the 7th 
graders drank alcohol dur- 
ing the previous month. By 
the time the 7th grade study 
group reached the 9th grade. 
37 per cent were drinking 
on at least a monthly basis. 
Among the initial 5th grade 
group, by the 8th grade 43 
per cent had used alcohol in 
the previous month. 

Almost all of the positive 
parental factors protected 
adolescents from substance 
use to varying degrees. 
These included parental 
monitoring frequently and 
quality of communication, 
time spent with the child, 
having a positive relation- 
ship with the child, the con- 
sistency of opinion between 
parents, and the child living 
with both parents. 


Monitoring and maintaining 
a positive parent-child rela- 
tionship were the most 
important parental charac- 
teristics for preventing the 
use of alcohol and tobacco. 

“A positive parent-child 
relationship,” according to 
the researchers, “is charac- 
terised by parents providing 
positive feedback through- 
praise, encouragement, and 
physical affection." They 
further noted that positive 
relations appear to result 
from “parents spending 
time with their children as 
well as having frequent 
communication, asking for 
child's opinions, spending 
rime talking, and sharing 
secrets and other concerns.” 
The positive relationship 
was linked with students 
having fewer friends who 
use tobacco and alcohol. 
Furthermore, monitoring, 
which was described as 
parents knowing where 
children are outside of 
school and setting curfews, 
“directly inhibits disruptive 
behaviour." 

Tne most consistent risk 


fa-.Tors for the children for 
smoking and drinking were 
disruptive behaviour and 
friends' use of tobacco and 
alcohol. Disruptive behav- 
iour doubled the likelihood 
of a child becoming a new 
smoker and increased the 
risk of drinking alcohol four 
times. Other -risk factocs; 
analysed such -as parents’ - hid 
tobacco and alcohol use , 
were also linked to a child’s 
substance use, but to a 
weaker degree. 

The researchers conclud- 
ed that “given the Influence 
parents have over their chil- 
dren during their formative . 
years, more effort must be 
directed toward helping parr. . 
ents with child-rearing 
issues.” They further noted- 
that “this effort should not 
only help parents adopt 
promising child manage- 
ment techniques... but must 
create a broad social context 
that enables parents to have 
the time and means to 
develop positive family 
relationships’* — U.S. ■ 

National Institute of Health- 
care Research. 
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Spinal fluid may help diagnose Alzheimers 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Testing levels of a protein 
called tau in spinal fluid 
may help doctors diagnose 
Alzheimer's disease, 
researchers said. 

However because ihe test 
would involve a painful and 
cumbersome spinal tap, it is 
more useful at this point for 
research than for wide- 
spread use among the elder- 

ty 

Although there is now lit- 
tle that can be done for an 
Alzheimer’s patient, accu- 
rate diagnosis can help rule 
out other, more treatable 
causes of dementia. Also, os 
scientists develop potential 
new treatments for 
Alzheimer’s. testing 

becomes more important 

“The ability to identify 
early Alzheimer's disease is 
critical to testing potential 
treatments for delaying the 
onsc^or for monitoring the 
severity of the symptoms of 


the disease," said Dr. John 
Trojanowski, a scientist at 
the Lfniversity of 
Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine. 

The research was funded 
in part by the National 
Institute on Ageing (NfA) 
and is published in 
October’s edition of the 
Annals of Neurology. 

Although scientists arc 
still unsure of exact cause of 
Alzheimer's, some 

researchers believe tau is 
the main ingredient in the 
tangles found in the brains 
of Alzheimer’s patienLs. and 
tau itself may prove to be a 
new target for drug dcvclop- 
menL 

The Penn study found that 
tau levels seemed to rise at 
early stages of the disease. 
Also tau may be a very con- 
sistent sign of the disease 
because tiie levels of the 
protein were not vety differ- 
ent in people who got 


Alzheimer's before age 65 
and those who developed it 
later. Most of the recent 
genetic breakthroughs have 
focused on early onset. 

In the past. Alzheimer's 
could only be diagnosed 
with an autopsy but~now a 
combination of mental abil- 
ity tests and neurological 
scanning can give an accu- 
rate diagnosis in SO to 90 


per cent of cases, without a 
tau spinal tap. 

“Alzheimer families need 
to know that there is no 
commercially available test 
for tau. and there is no drag 
or other treatment available 
to fix abnormal tau levels." 
said Edward Truscbke, 
president of the Chicago- 
based Alzheimer’s 

Association. 




ANSWERS 




BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


In 


a- Government by a few. 
b- Government by the wealthy, 
c- Government by priests or ecclesiastics 
d- Government by the worst citizens, 
e- Government by a military c'?.ss. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


Experience has faugh f me that the only cruelties 
people condemn aps those with which they do not 
happen to be familiar — EUen Glasgow. American 
author (1874-1945). 


The fear of life is the favourite disease of the 20th 
century — William Lyon Phelps, American educator 
and journalist (1865-1943). 


There is no king who has not had a slave among his 
ancestors, and no slave who has not had a king 
among his — Helen Kdler, American author and 
lecturer ( 1880 - 1968 ). 


(2) 

a- quack 
b- squeal 
c- squeak 
d-coo 
e- hoot 
f- gobble 
g- grunt 

h* bellow 


i- crow 
j- bark 

k-neigh 
1- caw 
m- moo/low 
n- cluck 
0-croak 


****** 


PUZZLES 
The Missing Vowel 

Imbibing gin in Illinois is illicit. 
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®ng: Jordan will serve as model 


IS 


(CgatDncd from page 1) 

«e went to Madrid. We have 
jccoycred our land, we have 
fccowrcd our rights in terms 
of water resources, and every 
jjji^e area of agreement or 
(gKnsRon within the context 
of the Jord anian -Isracli peace 
treaty has been covered satis- 
factorily,.. people arc mix- 
ing, meeting, working 
together ~This conference is a 
result oflhat in terms of the 
private sector and its parti- 
cipation- A few days ago, in 
mepiMy of the passage of one 
year shoe the signing cere- 
mony . Jordanian and Israeli 
pilots flew in joint formations 
over Israel mid Jordan, and 
this time it wasn't for the wail 
of sirens that sent people 
scurrying for cover, not look- 
ing up with hope. It was a 
saints to peace, that is a real 
peace, a peace between peo- 
pte. 

Q; Thb new warmth between 
Jordan and the U.S., be- 
tween Jordan and the West, 
H is that bringing any specific 
j dividends, do you think? 

A : Well, I believe that Jordan 
has always been there in the 
f past. There came a period of 

dktrihut^- ® nc ' ** y™ recall, 

oistributed m when there were certain mis- 
understandings, but as far as 
we were concerned our con- 
>° s t> ^ as io cem was always for the area, 
ses of heroine and ** h a v « always been 
practised in ter. (fftmd of this friendship and 
a Great Britain relationships that now have 






resumed warmth, and prob- 
ably is as warm as it was in 
the past. 

Qs Do you believe that there 
can be concrete moves from 
this conference to create a 
foundation on which a lasting 
peace can be built? 

A: I believe that this certainly 
is the case, and speaking of 
peace and enthusiasm for it, 
whether it is a King's peace 
or a peoples peace, I think 
the amount of effort put into 
this conference by all Jorda- 
nians, by the private sector, 
by Jordanians everywhere, is 
an example of what peace 
means to them and what 
hopes they have for the fu- 
ture. I think that the results 
of the conference will come 
out very soon in terms of 
agreements, specifically 
reached during this period of 
time, and also in paving the 
way for much more in the 
future. 

Q; I am just going to quote 
you for a minute. You de- 
scribed the race for peace, for 
the peace process as still a 
race between those who be- 
lieve in life and stability and 
the prisoners of the past with 
all its horrors. What is the 
danger of that past still hold- 
ing the peace process hos- 
tage? 

A: This is what we are betting 
against. I think we have the 
upper hand because we have 
the majority of people with 
us, and in any event making it 


Setters squat in empty houses 


(Continued from page 1) 

j the one million Palestinians 
ir of the West Bank. 

* 1 I ILA The militant groups Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad oppose 
negotiations with Israel by 
m which parts of the West Bank 

■ m*i are being handed over to 

I Iff PLO-Icd self-rule. Israel 

■L.A.J&63L keeps the settlements pend- 
C_J ing further negotiation. 

Settlers meanwhile prop- 
ihe children is osed disrupting Christmas 
1. drinking wre celebrations in Bethlehem, 
behaviour anc where tradition says Jesus 
of tobacco anc was bom, if Mr. Arafat par- 
ha pates m them. 

i the likelihood Aharon . E * Mnb ’ * ,6adin S 
l me liken noo. se£tIcr ^ spoiMj. 

becoming a net man. also called on settlers to 
1 increased ih interfere with the participa- 
ting alcohol fa tion by East Jerusalem Arabs 
SP ’risk facie in Palestinian elections and 
ich^ -as -parer: hold other protests against 
id' alcohol l the expansion of Palestinian 
aked to a child'* -jitonomy in the West Bank, 
iise, but 10 - “5? trowing Arafat to en- 

ter Bethlehem and elections 
in East Jerusalem, (the gov- 
ircb 5P - C * onr4 cm meat) is creating changes 
en tbe mfluM ^ ; era ^ mr m?. d<S 
s over tbe it ch* lo y ti, e AP. 

' their formatift Mr. Domb said his propos- 
; effort must h al had not yet been approved 
yard helping by the settlers’ council, but 
t child-reanK radio reports said they 
ev further nett already had the support of 
chcnld o? 5011,6 ^riier leaders. 

Right-wing Israelis con- 
p^ents J^tend that by allowing East 
child Jerusalem Palestinians to 

iques... but tn help choose the leaders of the 
tad social coate? Palestinian autonomy, Israel 
s parents to tons would undermine its claim to 
and means ' the city, 
positive fan"’! Mr- Domb said an Arafat 
^ l'.S visit in Bethlehem, only 

of Hea)^ k * lometrcs s° uth of Jcru_ 
iSritute salem, also weakened Israel’s 

rc “- claim to the city. 

— ■" Mr. Arafat plans to arrive 

'•Mol’S™ Bethlehem for Christmas 
MUtl ^ mass, an event which attracts 
thousands of pilgrims from 
around the world each year. 
P Without 

tap. JRifldnd seeks 

to/’ tbS? 'is * tom, w 12 ) 

ally available \ XCHmc dear a few 

d there is n0 ., i^eks ago that Iraq had been 
eatment a v3X, ‘ -ying to the United Nations 
pnnal tau ,ev ^'«th regard to its program- 
ward Truscn^nes of weapons of mass des- 
of the Chicaf^ ruction he said. 

Alzhein^ 15 New information which 
Baghdad has released, in- 
>p - — -—^'fading the admission that it 

/as developing biological 
weapons for military use “on 
truly horrific scale,” he 

aid. 

r)GE Mr. Rifkind said Iraq had 

u contemptuously ignored" 

f.N. demands for a complete 
counting of its weapons, 
hich was a condition for 
fting sanctions. “So I be- 
cve tbe situation is still very 
™is," he said. 

;U CS Responding to questions, 

h 1 . Rjfldnd called Egypt "a 
iraeistone of the region" 
l*»»ch has been using its au* 
lority and influence “in a 
positive and stateman- 
p fashion." 

| During his visit to Beirut, 

' said, he plans to reopen 
e British Council which he 
lied an important indicator 
the city’s return to normal- 

Asked about Islamic fun- 
‘^entalists gaining a 
in Britain, Mr. Rif- 
**«L have no diffi- 
‘“y^fttpeople of the Isla- 
,c ^ih.^ho may hold fun- 
^htah^views with regard 
#®*|y litigious matters." 

I But he said Britain would 
I'e veiy strong action if 
I y°ne. encourages terrorism 
i 502 ks to., destabilise gov- 
ir \memt- 


If Israeli troops withdraw on lehem. 
schedule, it will be run by In East Jerusai 
Palestinians for the first time gested settlers c 
this year. paign rallies an 

Mr. Domb said settlers block cars of Pa 
should disrupt the celebra- ters and U.N. ol 
dons with a large protest at remove campai 
Manger Square, tbe centre of The voting is tent 
Christinas eve activity in tbe duled for Januai 

Killing destroyed peace bid 

(Continued from page 1) nian woman dress 


a peace between people is the 
answer, removing the fears 
they have of each other or 
have had over a long period 
of time, seeing the human 
face of die other side in each 
case has created so far a very 
healthy atmosphere which we 
hope will continue. The dan- 
ger is there. There will be 
those who try to torpedo this. 
But my effort, in particular, 
to make it a warm peace, to 
get people to get together, is 
really the way and the 
answer, I believe. It shall 
never be peace between gov- 
ernments or a King’s peace or 
anything similar, it should be 
a peace between people, and 
this is where we are moving 
and what we have achieved. 
A: Many believe there can be 
peace without prosperity. 
How long do you think it will 
be before you see some son 
of concrete peace dividend: 
Will people see that there 
lives have improved in order 
to strengthen this peace? 

A: We need time. Obviously, 
with agreements readied to- 
day some implementation 
will begin immediately. Some 
areas will require feasibility 
studies and so on. But the 
cooperation, not only within 
the context of Jordan, but 
also between Jordan and its 
neighbours .and in this case 
even Israel in particular... 
will bring about some results 
soon, and we are optimistic, 
hopeful and determined.” 

town. He also proposed hold- 
ing vigil prayers in Beth- 
lehem. 

In East Jerusalem, he sug- 
gested settlers disrupt cam- 
paign rallies and speeches, 
Mock cars of Palestinian vo- 
ters and U.N. observers and 
remove campaign posters. 
The voting is tentatively sche- 
duled for January. 


Arafat:International community has a moral 
and political responsibility to help Palestinians 


FOLLOWING is the text of an interview that Daphne 
Barak, a journalist with Fox Television . had with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation ( PLO ) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
last month when he was in New York attending the United 
Nations 50th anniversary ce/cbrarions. 

QUESTION: Mr. Arafat, you friends, although they are 


nian militants. 

Iran’s ambassador to Syria, 
Mohammad Hassan Akhtari, 
Mr. Sballah and Hizbollah 
chief Hassan Nasrallah were 
among the tens of thousands 
of mourners. 

“Martyrs are the favourites 
of God. Arafat is the enemy 
of God,” chanted a group of 
youth. “Arafat, your turn 
■will come," warned a Palesti- 


nian woman dressed in black. 

Life in Lebanon's largest 
Palestinian refugee was para- 
lysed by a strike called by 
Islamic Jihad to protest the 
assassination of its leader. 

Schools, shops and 
businesses were shut in the 
sprawling 'Ain Al Hilweh 
shantytown after Islamic 
Jihad members, wearing 
black shirts and masks, 
toured ihe camp on motorcy- 
cles and on foot to urge resi- 
dents to heed the strike call. 


France 


(Continued from page 1) 


business getting involved in 
political issues. 

Mr. Pellet said a court find- 
ing that nuclear arms were 
not legal would not only dam- 
age the declared nuclear 
powers but also hit many 
non-nuclear nations whose 
security relied, under the so- 
called nuclear umbrella, on a 
policy of nuclear deterrence. 


• “They see these (nuclear 
weapons) not as weapons to 
make war bat as weapons to 
ensure peace,” he said. 

On the first day of hearings 
on Monday, Australia, one of 
the fiercest opponents of 
French nuclear tests, also 
urged the court to offer no 
opinion, but said that. If it 
did, it should declare a ban 
on all nuclear arms. 

The coart's decision is ex- 
pected early next year. 


are in uniform, and I was 
wondering why? Is the re- 
volution still on? Are you 
more comfortable with it? 
ANSWER: No, I am not only 
the president of the Palesti- 
nian National Authority. I 
am still the commander-in- 
chief of the Palestinian army. 

Q: So, when are you going 
to feel you don't need to wear 
the uniform? 

A: Until I am not the 
comman der-i n -chief. 

Q: Many people know you 
but actually don’t know you. 
For example, the last time I 
interviewed you. in Paris, it 
was 3 or 4 o'clock in the 
morning. I know that you are 
awake until 4, 5, 6 o'clock in 
the morning. And most of 
your people function at these 
hours, too. Why do you have 
this lifestyle? 

A: It became a part of my 
life since early. I am a hard 
worker from the beginning of 
my life. As an example. I’ll 
tell you something. When I 
was in Kuwait, working as a 
civilian engineer, I had three 
companies — not one, three 
companies. Can you imagine 
it? 

Q: Working 24 hours a 
day... 

A: Yes. So it is a part of my 
life. 

Q: So actually you became 
used to working so hard. 

A: Yes. I don’t know any 
other way to live my life. 

Q: Did you try to adjust to 
another lifestyle, or do you 
just like it? 

A: No. I like it. Why not? 
Without work, it means no- 
thing. 

Q: How many hours do 
you work a day? 

A: Between 16 and 18 
hours. 

Q:And how many hours do 
you sleep? 

A: Between 5 and 6. 

Q: And that's enough for 
you? 

A: More than enough. 
Sometimes I find it hard to 
sleep at all. 

Q: You are a new father. 
What’s the most exciting ex- 
perience about it, day to day? 
Changing the baby? 

A: Actually, I adopted, be- 
fore that 28 children. They 
are those who have lost their 
fathers and their mothers, 
and we don't know their 
names. So I have given them 
my name. And some of them 
have been graduated from 
universities; some have been 
married. So I had already a 
big family. 

Q: Still, it’s a difference, 
right? 

• A: Yes. Something 
touching perhaps. 

Q: You have a daughter. I 
know some of my best 


American and Westernised, 
they are very disappointed to 
have daughters and not sons. 
Are you disappointed? 

A: No! 

Q: Do you want other chil- 
dren? 

A: If there is an opportun- 
ity, why not? 

Q: Tell me something ab- 
out the baby — is she beauti- 
ful? What does she know to 
say? 

A: She’s beautiful... Yes. I 
think she is... 

Q: Does she resemble you? 

A: Yes. I prefer to have her 
look like her mother, as a 
girl. Not me... (laughs) 

Q: This trip to New York is 
very different from your last 
trip. You are very welcome. 

A: The first time, 21 years 
ago, when 1 came to address 
the United Nations... 

Q: Under the different cir- 
cumstances... 

A: Yes. You remember 1 
mentioned that I came car- 
rying the olive branch of 
peace... and not to let the 
olive branch fall from my 
hand. 

Q: But this time you are 
really welcome. How do you 
feel; do you feel you have 
really achieved something? I 
mean. Fidel Castro is not 
invited to all kinds of events 
— and you are to most of 
them? 

A: It is something diffe- 
rent. Still, Cuba is having 
problems with the siege. 

Q: You met with a lot of 
Jewish organisations while 
you were here. Did they 
warm up to you? Did you feel 
they were confrontational? 

A: I think it has been fruit- 
ful. Foryourinformation, it is 
not the first time I have met 
many of them. I have met a 
lot of them, under different 
circumstances, in many 
places, everywhere. I have 
many friends among Jews, 
and many friends now in the 
Israeli peace movement. 

Q-.r know many people ask 
you who is going to succeed 
you. And I know it is not the 
right question, because you 
say that you believe in demo- 
cracy. But how long are you 
going to go on with this sche- 
dule — when do you want to 
retire? 

A: Reitre?! What does 
this mean, retire? I can’t im- 
agine that I would retire. If I 
retire from my position, I 
would have another position. 

Q: How do you relax? Do 
you make any time to relax? 

A: My relaxation is the 
work. 

Q: You really love to 
work? 

A: I can’t imagine that 
there’s life without work. 
Work is life. This is what I am 


good at. 

Q: When history is going to 
judge us — we’re all going to 
be judged — how do you 
want to be described? As the 
Moses of the Palestinians 
who built them a home, or 
what? 

A: I would like to be like 
Moses, but he is a prophet 
and I am not (laughs). I am 
an ordinary man. Prophets, 
you know, we Muslims be- 
lieve that to be a real Muslim 
you have to be a real Jew. to 
be a real Christian. This is 
our religion. But I did bring 
my people home... 

Q: Whenever you talk to 
Jews or to the Western 
world, we find your speeches 
very peaceful. But suddenly 
someone is bringing forth 
some tape that you are talk- 
ing to Arabs about jihad. 

A: I have heard this during 
this visit many times. You 
have to understand our ter- 
minology. There is special — 
special — Islamic terminolo- 
gy. I was addressing a speech 
to these fanatic groups. The 
first time I was in Johannes- 
burg, and some* Muslims 
were carrying banners against 
the peace process. And I told 
them: “Are you Muslims? 
You are not Muslims. Real 
Muslims have to believe that 
tbe grand jihad is how to face 
life as a human — this is the 
grand jihad if you are a real 
Muslim." And to build this 
society and to build states. 
But I was shocked when they 
misunderstood my using of 
this expression and terminol- 
ogy- 

Q: Do you feel there is any 
possible real dialogue — I 
mean, I can talk to you and 
you can talk to me — do you 
feel there is any real dialogue 
between you and these fana- 
tics? Can you really convince 
them? Can you really drag 
them with you? 

A: I am doing my best. I 
can’t say that I can make 
miracles. But I am doing my 
best. 

Q: It’s quite tiring to face 
so many problems in so many 
areas — Hamas on one hand, 
Israel on the other. Are you 
tired? 

A: No. It is difficult, and I 
am passing through very diffi- 
cult circumstances, and a 
very difficult life. But I am a 
strong believer — this is part 
of my destiny. And no one 
can escape from bis destiny. 

Q: Your destiny is very 
interesting, because you have 
escaped assassination 
attempts numerous times? 

A; I am a strong believer. I 
believe in God, and this is 
part of my destiny. 

Q: Are you scared some 
times? 

A: No! never. 

Q: You look so secure... 
Probably you are the most 
secure person here. 

A: It has become a norm of 
life for me. Everywhere, I am 


U.N. at 50 dominated by the powerful, 
crippled by bureaucracy and going broke 


OGB. 


By Gwyne Dyer 

BEING THE Secretary- 
General of tbe United 
Nations is not the world’s 
greatest job. Dag 
H amine rskj old died of it, 
Kurt Waldheim was bound- 
ed out of it, and Javier Perez 
de Cuellar couldn’t even 
win tbe presidency of Peru 
afterwards. 

Dying for the U.N. is an 
even worse idea, especially 
if you come from the Third 
World. ISO soldiers died in 
action in various U.N. 
peacekeeping missions in 
1993, and the families of 
those who came from devel- 
oped countries each got 
$85,300 in compensation. 
But the lives of soldiers 
from poorer countries like 
India and Fiji were only 
worth SI 9 .500 each. 

There, in a nutshell, is 
why scorn is the main pub- 
lic reaction as scores of 
world leaders gather in New 
York today to celebrate the 
50ih anniversary of the 
United Nations. To function 
effectively, the U.N. must 
take account of the world's 
inequalities and imperfec- 
tions. But by reflecting 
them so faithfully, it alien- 
ates the idealists who are its 
natural constituency. 

It is dominated by the rich 
and powerful (many of 
whom don't pay their 
taxes). It is crippled by 
bureaucracy. And it is going 
broke. 


“The high order of the 
cash shortage is unprece- 
dented,” said Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali two 
weeks ago. In recent 
months Boutros Ghali bas 
been making doubtfully 
legal raids on the peace- 
keeping budget to pay the 
salaries of U.N. staff, and 
then bridging the gap in that 
budget by stalling on pay- 
ments owed to countries 
with troops on U.N. peace- 
keeping operations. 

So most media coverage 
of tbe party on the East 
River will focus on the 
U.N/S cash-flow crisis, the 
peacekeeping debacles in 
Somalia, Rwanda and 
Bosnia, and the intense hos- 
tility towards the U.N. in 
the U.S. Congress. 
Journalists (closet idealists 
all) will draw ironic con- 
trasts between the naive 
high hopes of 1945 and the 
soiry realities of today. But 
all this misses the point 

The 51 countries that 
founded the U.N. at tbe end 
of the World War II lived in 
an exhausted, shattered 
world: 45 million people 
had died, and the first 
nuclear weapons were 
already being dropped on 
cities. Hope was a desper- 
ately needed commodity, so 
tbe diplomats and politi- 
cians had to use soaring 
rhetoric — but they them- 
selves were not naive. 

They had seen most of 
their friends killed in the 


trenches of the World War I. 
They had watched the 
League of Nations, invented 
to stop that tragedy from 
recurring, fall to pieces in 
the 30s. And they were just 
emerging from the most ter- 
rible war of history. They 
had few illusions, but they 
knew they had to try once 
more to change the interna- 
tional system. 

Miraculously, they suc- 
ceeded. The simple princi- 
ple that no change of bor- 
ders by the use of force will 
be accepted by tbe interna- 
tional community, no matter 
what the justification, has 
stood for half a century. 

Fifty years on, there has 
been no World War HI, no 
hundreds of millions of 
dead. Indeed, there have 
been no wars at all between 
industrialised countries for 
half a century. As a result 
the whole post-1945 era, 
despite huge population 
growth, decolonisation, and 
130 new countries, accounts 
for less than a third of the 
20th century’s war dead. 

In terms of what it was 
originally meant to do — 
prevent world wars, and 
make smaller acts of inter- 
national aggression more 
trouble than they were 
worth — the United Nations 
has been a brilliant success. 
Only twice bas there been 
international mobilisation 
to roll back open cross-bor- 
der aggression, in Korea in 
1950 and in Kuwait in 


1990. But other border 
changes achieved by force 
are never recognised. 

Twenty years after tbe 
Indonesia army rolled in 
and annexed East Timor, the 
U.N. still does not recognise 
its annexation. Nobody ever 
recognised the borders of 
’Greater Israel’, carved out 
in the 1967 war, and Israel 
is withdrawing by stages 
back to the internationally 
recognised 1948 frontier. 

However, the U.N. was 
never designed to deal with 
internal wars, which are 
now far more prevalent, and 
it has recently suffered sev- 
eral spectacular failures in 
that domain: Somalia, 

Rwanda, Bosnia. Anti -U.N. 
feeling has grown so acute 
in the United States that 
Congress • tMilaierally 
slashed U.S. contributions 
to the U.N. peacekeeping 
budget earlier this year.* 

This, combined with tbe 
existing $3.2 backlog of 
unpaid U.N. dues (for 
which the U.S. also 
accounts for a third), has 
turned a cash-flow problem 
into a crisis. But the crisis is 
transitojy. 

The huge surge in peace- 
keeping operations of the 
early 90s will soon be past. 
The end of the cold war 
suddenly made it possible to 
wind up may long-running 
internal wars in the Third 
World, and the result was a 
burst of big U.N. operations 
to oversee truces, disarma- 


ment agreements, and free 
elections. 

Many of them were very 
successful: Namibia, El 

Salvador. Mozambique, 
Nicaragua, and Cambodia, 
for example. But operations 
of this sort are now rapidly 
winding down, ad the dra- 
matic failures in Somalia 
and Rwanda have left little 
will to take on new ones. 
Bosnia is being sub-con- 
tracted to NATO, and by the 
end of 1996 the U.N. will 
have only one-quarter of its 
present total of peacekeep- 
ing troops in the field. End 
of budget crisis. 

The U.N. is unlovable, but 
its role in preventing major 
war and discouraging open 
aggression remains vital. 
And over tbe years it has. 
evolved a new role that may 
be equally important. 

Until this century, gather- 
ings where ail the countries 
of the world were present , 
were veiy rare events. The j 
permanent political market- 
place that has sprung up by 
the East River is the neces- 
sary counierpan to a global 
economy and to the cultural 
phenomenon known as the 
‘global village’. If it didn't 
already exist, governments 
would be scrambling to 
invent it. 


The writer is a London- 
based journalist He con- 
tributed the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 
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PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat addresses the U.N. 
special session to mark its 50th anniversary (AFP 
photo) 


facing the same thing. 

Q: What about privacy? 

A: Very small space in my 
life for this. I am not even 
sure I know how to enjoy it. 

Q: When you were a small 
child, what did you want to 
be? 

A: I lived a very difficult 
boyhood. Not to forget, since 
I began to understand ail 
around me. when I was living 
my boyhood in Jerusalem, 
with my uncles, we were fac- 
ing the British occupation, 
and directly after that the 
tragedy of the Palestinian 
people. So there was no time 
to have something special. 
Who had time for dreams. 

Q: To dream? 

A: My belief is to have the 
chance for our people, for 
our children. To be peaceful, 
and remember peace... 

Q: Which leads me to the 
last question: A Palestinian 
state. When are we going to 
have it? 

A: Very soon. According 
to the agreement, we have 
signed the first stage in 1993. 
And now we have signed a 
second agreement. In be- 
tween there was the Cairo 
agreement. And the third 
stage, the final stage, will 
start fn May 1996. That is the 
promised date. 

Q: And on this day that 
you jiave a Palestinian state, 
what are you personally, Yas- 
ser Arafat, going to do? 

A: If they will accept me 
and elect me, I will continue 
my work. 

Q; Waking up in the morn- 
ing, suddenly you have a 
state, what is the first thing 
you are going to do? 

A: I am 'sure that I will 
have happiness. This is my 
main target — for our people 
to live freely in their free 
land. 

Q: But that’s what you 
fought your whole life for. 
So, let’s say, on this and this 
date, you wake up in the 
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morning — you made it. you 
have a state. What are you 
going to do — sing, dance, go 
and eat, go to sleep, go to 
pray? 

A: Go to see the children 
of Palestine — how they will 
behave in their new inde- 
pendence and freedom. 

Q: Do you want to add 
something? 

A; Yes... There is a moral 
and political responsibility 
for the international com- 
munity. And now the time 
for this international com- 
munity to help the Palesti- 
nians to start again building 
their new structures and their 
new life... 

Q: With money? 

A: Not only money. But 
political support, social sup- 
port, financial support, moral 
support — all kinds of sup- 
port. 

Q: What did happen at the 
^concert in Lincoln Centre the 
■other night? I understand, 
that unlike other world-wide 
leaders, you were asked to 
leave... (showing him the 
New York Post front page: 
"Rudy Boots Arafat"? 

A: What does this mean, 
Rudy Boots Arafat? I don’j 
understand TtU. 

They came to see me in the 
concert. They sent me a man. 
saying he is the deputy of the 
mayor, and he said I have to 
leave. I told him I am not 
invited by you — Go to Hell, 
go away. Yes, I went in. It 
was an invitation by the Un- 
ited Nations. And I stayed till 
5 to 10, because 1 had an 
appointment here. Who is he 
(Rudolph Guilikni, mayor of 
New York ... D.B.)? Go to 
hell, go to hell ” 

Q: Prime minister of Tur- 
key promised to help your 
people: Did she so far? 

A: So far we have not 
received all the help we need. 
But I am hoping, I am hop- 
ing. 
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Tourism seen as first fruit 
of Amman Summit 


By George Hishmeh 
USIA Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The first fruit of 
the Amman Economic Sum- 
mit — a regional tourism 
association — has been laun- 
ched here with the hope of 
transforming the region into 
"the next global super des- 
tination,'* according to a fact 
sheer announcing the Middle 
East/Mediterranean Travel 
and Tourism Association 
(MEMTTA). 

Key parties in the Middle 
East peace process, as well as 
Morocco, Tunisia, Cyprus 
and Turkey, signed on Oct. 
30 a 14-artide charter at the 
Amman co nfer ence estab- 
lishing MEMTTA. The core 
signatories were the Palesti- 
nian Authority, Iordan, 
Egypt, and Israel. 

This new institution is one 
of three called for by the first 
Middle East/North Africa 
Economic Summit in Casab- 
lanca last November. The 
others are the Regional Busi- 
ness Council and the Middle 
East Development Bank. 

Its charter was developed 
under the auspices of the 
Regional Economic Develop- 
ment Working Group 
(REDWG) of the multilater- 
al Middle East peace process. 

Estimates are that this re- 
gion's gross output in travel 
and tourism will reach 
S78,800 million this year and 
is expected to increase at 
over four times the world 
average rate in the next 10-15 
years to more than $332,000 


million, according to a just- 
released brochure published 
by MEMTTA with the sup- 
port of the American Express 
company. 

According to the brochure, 
the tourism industry, which 
some see as “the biggest be- 
neficiary of peace," is also 
expected to generate an esti- 
mated $19,000 million of in- 
vestments in infrastructure, 
plant and capital equipment, 
representing 8.7 per cent of 
total capital investment in the 
region. This means "enor- 
mous opportunities" for in- 
vestments in hotels, trans- 
port, entertainment and the 
restaurant business. 

State Department senior 
attomey/adviser David A bra- 
in owitz, who represented the 
United States at the meetings 
held here, said the United 
States would be providing 
technical assistance to help 
create the organisation and 
its U.S. chapter. The orga- 
nisation wQl have both re- 
gional and extra-regional di- 
visions. 

MEMTTA is a new kind of 
public-private partnership in 
that it unites governments 
and the private sector in a 
common effort to facilitate 
visits across borders for busi- 
ness and pleasure. The gov- 
ernments constitute MEMT- 
TA's policy making body 
while the private sector man- 
ages the organisation's activi- 
ties. 

A key principle of MEMT- 
TA, according to the charter, 
is the recognition of the im- 


portance of achieving a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East and 
of supporting die peace pro- 
cess. Another is the recogni- 
tion that travel and tourism 
will play an important role in 
deepening cooperation and 
mutual understanding in the 
region. 


Its objective is to facilitate 
regional cooperation among 
the signatories in order to 
promote and market the re- 
gion as a tourism destination. 

The organisation, which 
will be financed through 
membership subscriptions 
and annual dues, will pri- 
marily seek to harmonise 
laws, regulations and stan- 
dards affecting tourism. It 
will also provide education 
and training; establish a data 
bank on travel trends; and 
carry out destination market- 
ing activities, primarily to en- 
courage transactions through 
computerised reservation sys- 
tems. 


apartments. 

According to published fi- 
gures from the Jordanian 
Ministry of Tourism, arrivals 
during the first six months of 
this year have increased by 40 
per cent over the same period 
last year. North American 
tourists recorded the biggest 
increase, from 27,338 to 
49.719, an 81 per cent jump. 
European tourists here in- 
creased by 57 per cent. 


Membership in MEMTTA 
is now open to all countries in 
the Middle East, Eastern 
Mediterranean, North Africa 
and the Gulf states. Tourism 
ministries of the founding na- 
tions can be contacted for 
those interested in mem- 
bership. 


Earnings from tourism in 
Jordan amounted to 10 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product in 1994 and are ex- 
pected to increase with the 
influx of visitors interested in 
making other stops in the 
region. The number of hotel 
rooms will reportedly reach 
10,000 by the end of 1996, an 
increase from 6,900 at pre- 
sent. 

Petra, the Nabatean city 
carved out of rose red sand- 
stone, will have six new hotels, 
more than doubting its room 
from the present 840. In amman, 
eight three-star hotels are 


No place is the potential of 
tourism more evident than in 
Jordan, and especially in 
Amman, where travellers are 
struck by the growing num- 
ber of hotels and furnished 


under construction and four 
five-star hotels — a Hyatt, 
Holiday Inn, a Sheraton and 
Hilton — are under construc- 
tion. This will greatly increase 
the city's 100 five-star hotel 
rooms. 

Other tourism projects 
abound in Aqaba, the Dead 
Sea area and the joint Israeli- 
Jordanian development of 
the "lowest park on earth" 
along the southern shores of 
the Dead Sea. 


Cloud over Canada’s econo] 
lifts after Quebec vote 
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Baghdad punters try to beat 
the odds at stock exchange 


BAGHDAD (R) — Like 
punters at a race track, hun- 
dreds of Iraqis spend Satur- 
day and Tuesday morning 
down at the stock exchange, 
studying form and passing 
written orders to their brok- 
ers by bolding them against 
the glass partition. 

The scene is a surprise, 
given the stagnation of the 
economy and the widespread 
belief among ordinary Iraqis 
that the stock exchange is 
deserted. , 


de- 


The volume of trade may 
be peanuts by international 
standards, at about 100 mil- 
lion dinars ($40,000) a ses- 
sion, but for Iraqis impover- 
ished by sanctions it is one of 
the few legal outlets for spe- 
culative investment. 


Prices have fallen behind 
hyperinflation, now running.' 
at almost 400 per cent a year, 
but the return is certainly 
better than at the banks, 
which offers 20 per cent on 
deposits. 

Brokers say shareholders 
willing to wait could also reap 
a small fortune when the 
United Nations calls off sanc- 
tions and business activity re- 
covers to pre-war levels. 


“Prices are very cheap. 
Take the Basra Sheraton, for 
example, its shares now have 
a market price of about 840 
million dinars ($340,000) but 
the hotel is worth many mil- 
lions of dollars," said one 
broker, who declined to be 
named. 


are the shares most in 
mand on the market. 

All 76 companies listed on 
the exchange have regularly 
reported profits, despite 
chr onic problems finding raw 
materials and spare parts for 
machinery. 

“We have a rale that once 
a company makes a loss, it 
loses its listing. That hasn't 
happened to a single com- 
pany since the exchange 
opened in 1992,” said Sabih 
A1 Dulaimi, general manager 
of the exchange and former 
head of a state bank. 

“There's a lot of liquidity 
around so that's why there's 
such demand for shares, as 
you can see," he added, nod- 
ding towards the crowds 

pressing at the window of the 

trading ring. 

Taha Ahmad of the ex- 
change's research depart- 
ment said what interested in- 
vestors most was not the cash 
dividends, which are insigni- 
ficant. but the distribution of 
profits through free share 
issues to increase capital and 
keep up with inflation. 

The free-market value of 
the Iraqi dinar against the 
dollar also weighs on the 
market. When the dollar rate 
goes up, the demand for 
shares goes down, Mr. 
Ahmad said. 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s 
economy got an immediate 
boost from the defeat of 
separatists in Quebec's re- 
ferendum’ as a cloud of uncer- 
tainty lifted and interest rates 
began to fell, economists said 
Tuesday. 

“From here on Canada 
starts" to get some of ~ the 
ayofC said 


term interest rates tumbled. 

Economists said the vote 
against separation meant 
lower interest rates, which 
could spur economic growth. 

“I am still optimistic that 
short-term interest rates can 
go below those in the United 
States, which I think eives a 


along. Interest rates have 
come down," said Royal 
Bank of Canada economist 
John Johnston. 

“We think that Canadian 
growth will accelerate to 
around three per cent later 
this year, and hold there in 
1996, with low inflation,’' he 


some _ 
payoff," said Scotiamdeod 
Inc. chief economist Michael 


giv 

much needed shot- in the arm — -said-. 


economy come back. We 
have seen the exports come 
back. We think we will have 
very strong export growth 
over the next 12 months. We 
will have good capital spend- 
ing growth," said Scotiamc- 
leod economist Michael Man- 
fred. 


“In some cases, you can 
buy these companies at a tiny 
fraction of the value of their 
real a ss ets/* said another. 

“People who had dollars 
are buying these shares for 
next to nothing and one day 
they’ll make a packet," he 
added. 

Some industrial companies 
may even have benefitted 
from the sanctions, which 
have eliminated the competi- 
tion from imports, and these 


The investors, many of 
them middle-class Iraqis who 
have seen inflation rapidly 
erode the value of their life 
savings, said they had mixed 
feelings about the market. _ 
On Tuesday morning this 
week, Ali Ahmad was trying 
to liquidate his holdings, 1 
worth about 250,000 dinars 
($100), m the belief that he 
could make more money 
elsewhere. 

“Share prices just don’t 
keep up with inflation so I’m 


going into the foodstuffs 
trade,” he told Reuters. 

But Zoheir Ali Kadhem, 
with a portfolio worth five 
million dinars ($2,000), said 
shares be bought at 0.25 di- 
nars in 1993 were now worth 
18 dinars so he planned to 
keep playing the _ market. 
Over the same period, food 
prices haven risen about 20 
times over. 

“If the political situation 
settled down, prices would go 
up. I just hope the future will 
be good,” he said. 

Noel Gewargis Antoun 
said be came every session, 
shuffling a portfolio with 
shares in about 18 com- 
panies. ‘Today I’m buying 
shares in the Iraqi Seed Pro- 
duction Company. They’re 
very low and Til sell them 
when they go up,” he said. 
„ The exchange does not 
produce an index but a ran- 
dom selection of shares 
sfiowed that prices had risen 
between four and eight fold 
since the end of 1993. Data 
on free share issues for these 
companies were not readily 
available. 

The investors dismissed in- 
vesting in real estate because 
at least in the capital there 
are bureaucratic restraints. 

The government, anxious 
to reduce the population 
pressure on the capital, has 
banned property sales to peo- 
ple not regfoered in Baghdad 
in the 1957 census. 

For the moment, only Ira- 
qis can buy the shares but 
Mr. Dulaimi said that could 
change when the United Na- 
tions lift sanctions. 

“For that, we depend on 
the policy of the state ... and 
as President Saddam Hussein 
said in his speech last week, 
the state is committed to 
promoting the private sec- 
tor." 


Manford. 

Canadians have held a 
tight clamp on their wallets in 
recent months, partly be- 
cause of fear that the inde- 
pendence referendum would 
disrupt the national eco- 
nomy. 

Although Canadian unity 
forces won Monday’s vote 
only by a tiny 50.6 per cent 
majority, it was enough to. 
rally anxious financial mar- 
kets. 

The Canadian dollar rose 
sharply and both and long 


to the domestic economy," 
said Citibank economist 
Andrew Spence. 

Canada's key three-month 
interest rate was still trading 
on Tuesday at 1.5 percentage 
points above the equivalent 
U.S. rate. 

Moreover, growth that had 
stumbled badly at the begin- 
ning of the year has started to 
recover. Economists say the 
trend will continue and be 
given a boost by the lower 
rates. 

"Growth is picking up. The 
U.S. economy has snapped 
back and that will pull os 


In the second quarter of 
1995, the gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) fcH by 1.0 per 
cent and there were fears that 
the economy could slip into 
recession. This followed a 
boom year in 1994 when the 

Canadian economy grew fas- 
ter than any other Group of 
Seven industrial country at 
4.6 per cent. 

Canada's economy is high- 
ly dependent on exports to 
the United States and better 
growth there will help expor- 
ters. 

“We are seeing the U.b. 


THE Daily Crossword by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Ado 

5 She wrote “The 
Bell Jar 
10 AH — 

14 Malevolent 
Moor 

15 Gene Tierney 
role 

16 Algerian porl 

17 Slight 

18 Early tur trader 

19 Libertine 

20 Start of a quip 

23 Charged atom 

24 Heavy reading? 

25 Slightly angry 
29 Advertising 

signs 

32 Highly excited 

33 Second First 
Lady's 
nickname? 

36 Old French coin 
38 More of the quip 

42 “Exodus’ name 

43 Biblical spy 

44 Penpoinls 

45 Up and about 
47 Endangered 

receptacle? 

50 Tense 

52 Rowing need 

53 End of the quip 

61 Formerly, once 

62 Put on 

63 Put away for 
later 

64 Funny Jay 

65 Seamstress 

66 Pare 

67 Kind of shark 

68 Double curves 

69 Alone 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Boxer'S 
weapon 

2 French 
composer 

3 Chills and 
fever 

4 Oalmeal dish, in 
England 

5 Flat areas 

6 Girf 


7 Writer: abbr. 


8 Speckled or 
rainbow 

9 Concordant 

10 Brunei's land 

n Sleed 

12 City on the 
Caspian 

1 3 Dill, old style 

21 “Vive le — r 

22 Muslim 
prince 

25 — Han 

26 Athenian 
assembly area 

27 A Day 

28 Passageway 

30 More modern 

31 Divinq device 

34 Ta-la 

35 CEO's deg.? 

37 — -daisy 

39 Amino and 
acetic 

40 Charity 

41 Gives over for 
care 

46 German 
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48 Suzanne of TV 

49 General Arnold 
51 Cassie of TV 

53 Holler 

54 Sandwich 
cockie 


55 Annapolis insi. 

56 Bird sounds 

57 Molding 

58 Poi source 

59 Satanic 

60 San It. 



1 wrote to my parents to borrow 
money... but I can’t mail it until^ 
your parents loan us a stamp." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
fay Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble tbdso four Jumbles, 
one lotter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE 
PEFEN5IVE LINE- 
MEN CO NSIPEREP 
THE QUARTERBACK. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form tho surprrse answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above canoon 
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Yosterday's 


Jumbles; 

Answer; 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SOAPY MUSIC BASKET GENTLE 
Tho beauty aiucont needed this when she 
mis sod tho evam — A MAKE UP TEST 


Peanuts 


DID YOU KNOW TUERE'5 A 
STOREFRONT CHURCH ABOUT 
FOUR BLOCKS FROM HERE? 




I BOUGHT TWO FOUNDS OF 
FAITH .HOPE AND CHARITY.. 

T 



Andy Gap 
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MADAM, ARE 
you RUN DOWR? 
HAVE YOU NO 
APPETITE? 
THSNUSEOUR 
FAMOUS 
WEIGHT 
PRODUCER/. 
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DO I LOOK 

like x Heed 
EXTRA 
WEIGHT 
9 







FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 2, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can handle that practical 
very well at this time, so get right 
at it, and it wiD soon be behind 
you for another time. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t permit a determined per- 
son to dissuade you from a 
course of action which you be- 
lieve in. Show that you have 
gumption- 

GE3VHNL- (May 21 to June 21) 
Forget worries and be oat in the 
busy world of activity and make 
the contacts which yon Hite and 
get good results for you to be 
successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get busy on property 
affairs and repairs today, espe- 
cially since this is not a good day 
for pleasure or there could be 
problems. 

LECh (July 22 to August 21) 
Home conditions are not to your 
liking, so get out and be with' 


K rsons you Uke. and be happy , 
it" 


n’t be forceful about gaining 
your aims. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22). Use tact where com- B 
m n motions are concerned and 
confer with others courteously, 
then you get good results for you 
to be successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 


ber 22) Postpone handling finan- 
cial and other 


practical affairs 

which could give you many prob- 
lems at this time. Be with good 
friends. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Youfed stale- 
mated in several interests today, 
so place your energies in diffe- 
rent channels. Be tactful about 
sugg estions for a good friend. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Forget that 
secret concern and get into acti- 
vities which are profitable and 
pleasant to handle for you to be 
very successful and content. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Avoid that friend 
who feels put upon and save 
yourself some complications. 
Handle business affairs 
today and you will be : 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Avoid the public 
today since others would try to 
downgrade you in some way, 
keep dose to a partner who 
understands you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don't jump into new in- 
terests which you know little 
about today, or you could get 
seriously burned. Stay within 
your budget. . 

■Birfhstone of November Tdpoz 
— Tiger's Eye 
n*> 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Plan that trip to uncover whatev- 
er it is which puzzles you. Listen 
carefuly and follow the best of 
these and you wiD get ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
Your hunches are good where 
finances are concerned today so 
follow them. Reach your goals 
with ease so that you can meet 
your desires. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Pursue that individual that morn- 
ing who can assist you to com- 
mercialise on your talents. In the 
evening tonight, confide in your 
famiiy. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get right at career acti- 
vities early this morning and you 
can accomplish a great deal to- 
day. Come to a Better under- 
standing with fellow associates. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Make the appointments with 
congenial friends for the amuse- 
ments you want to enjoy later 
today. Make real progress with 
your talent. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22} Get the okay at home ties 
before you make certain im- 
provements at home today which 
yon have in mind for you to 
enjoy yourself with loved ones. 
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LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22} Although you like to 
weigh and balance everything 
before proceeding with a new 
project, it is better to cany 
through quickly today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Plan just how to 
profit the most and put such a 
plan today, however intricate, to 
work quickly. Listen carefully to 
whai you hear. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You can hit the 
mark today in whatever is most 
unponunt to you and can be very 
articulate in discussions with in- 
dividuals in charge. 


(December 22 to 


, \«wmucr 

January 20) Either be with an 
advisor or by yourself and plan 
the future very carefully at this 
time. Later, tonight be with the 
one you love for a pleasurable 

evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 in 
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February 19) This b a good day 
to be your gregarious seif and see 


as many good friends and ac- 
quaintances as you can for a 
good time at this time. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This b a good day to see 
influential persons and gain their 

rapport for new projects at this 

tunc. Obey every rule and reg- 
ulation which applies to you. 


Birthstonc of November; Topaz 
— Tiger’s Eye 
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^2* i Jordanian investors give territories a boost 
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' By Lamia Lahood 

A GROUP of Palestinian 
and Arab investors in Ramal- 
lah elected a board of direc- 
tors for the Islamic bank in 
Gaza and the territories this 
week. 

Elected chairman of the 
board was the group’s leader, 
Taufik Fakhouri, a Palesti- 
nian businessman from Jor- 
dan. 

He is the chairman of the 
Bank of Jordan, a commer- 
cial bank which was one of 
!tbe first foreign banks to 
open brandies in the territor- 
ies and the autonomy after 
the Gaza-Jericho first accord. 

The Islamic bank will 
observe, like similar banks in 
Arab states, the Islamic reli- 
gious ruling which forbids the 
charging of interest or the 
paying the interest on bank 
deposits. 

Mr. Fakhouri said many 
religious Palestinians now de- 


posit their money in commer- 
cial banks without taking the 
usual interest payable. 

They also do not accept 
loans, since they would have 
to pay interest to the bank. 

There is therefore a need 
for Islamic banking so that 
observant Muslims have a 
service which works the reli- 
gious way, he said. 

“Besides," Mr. Fakhouri 
added, “it's good business." 

In Amman, the Jordan 
Islamic Bank has become the 
second largest bank in the 
country with $1.5 billion in 
deposits, said Yahya Kada- 
mani, vice chairman of the 
new Islamic Bank and of the 
Bank of Jordan. 

Mr. Kadamani said Mr. 
Fakhouri had been given 
Yasser Arafat’s go-ahead to 
set up the bank several 
months ago, when Mr. Ara- 
fat and King Hussein met 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
businessmen in Amman. 


‘‘So far, the Palestinian 
Islamic Bank has some 2,000 
shareholders — mainly 
Palestinian businessmen from 
Jordan, but also some locals, 
along with Jordanian and 
Gulf investors. 

The bank’s starting capital 
is $22 million, Mr. Kadamani 
said. The first branch will 
open in Gaza in Jan. I, with 
others following in Jenin, 
Nablus, Ramallah and Heb- 
ron. 

Mr. Fakhouri and his 
group of investors are also 
investing in an industrial park 
along the green line in Jenin. 
They have put up $50 million 
and Mr. Fakhouri has bought 
500 dunums (2,000 acres) in 
Jenin. 

He promoted the project at 
the Amman economic con- 
ference and lobbied for inter- 
national donors to start joint 
ventures with Palestinian in- 
vestors. 

Mr. Fakhouri said he had 
received the OK from Israel 


and the Palestinian Authority 
for the industrial park, and 
the World Bank will offer low 
interest loans to interested 
parties. 

Mr. Fakhouri has several 
factories in Jordan, and 
hopes to open several in the 
Jenin industrial park. 

They would produce alu- 
minium, cigarettes, tiles, 
kitchen cabinets and sweets. 

The Israeli Civil Adminis- 
tration in the Jenin are 
agreed to invest NTS 30 mil- 
lion to finance the installation 
of electricity, telephone lines 
and sewage, Mr. Fakhouri 
said. 

Mr. Kadamani said Jenin is 
a good site for an industrial 
park since it is a short drive 
from both Haifa port, which 
is a doorway to the European 
market, and from the King 
Hussein bridge, from which 
the Arab states are accessi- 
ble. 

Palestinian businessmen 


from Jordan are the biggest 
investors in the Palestinian 
private sector and have been 
the first to profit from the 
Israel-Jordan peace treaty 
and the autonomy agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Kadamani said they 
have the blessing of King 
Hussein and Mr. Arafat to go 
ahead and the capital to do 
so. 

The autonomous areas are 
virgin opportunities with low 
risk. Few local businessmen 
have the capital, so their 
compatriots from Jordan are 
moving into the private sec- 
tor, although some are look- 
ing for joint ventures with 
locals. 

“We promise we will invest 
and build a modem Palesti- 
nian state with a modem 
free-market economy," Mr. 
Kadamani said. “In a few 

S :ars Gaza and the West 
ank will look entirely diffe- 
rent.” — Jerusalem Post. 


Arabian Steel Pipes likely to get ISO 9002 certificate 


By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In their prepa- 
rations to enter a competitive 
iniematkv-al market, Jorda- 
nian export-oriented com- 
panies are racing to meet 
quality standards put by the 


International Organisation 
for Standardisation (ISO). In 
that regard, the Arabian 
Steel Pipes Manufacturing 
Company (ASPM) was re- 
commended by the British 


Widening income gap 
sparks alarm in China 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
sharply widening income gap 
between China's urban rich 
and poor is sparking alarm iu 
official circles, with many 
blaming exploitation of 
loopholes in the semi- 
reformed economy for the 
trend. 

An article in the latest edi- 
tion of the influential Out- 
look Weekly magazine 
quoted experts and officiate 
as criticising many of the 
country’s “newly rich" for 
obtaining their wealth 
through unfair or even illegal 
means. 

China, despite maintaining 
a communist government, 
has during 15 years of reform 
been transformed from a cen-' 
pally planned state jnto^an 
economy that resembles capi- 
talism — poorly regulated in 
certain key areas — more 
closely than socialism. 

Reforms have often abo- 


lished old structures without 
immediately setting up new' 
ones to take their place, leav- 
ing abundant opportunities 
for an entrepreneurial minor- 
ity to "get rich quick," while 
robbing many in the less for- 
tunate majority of a social 
welfare' net. 

Outlook cited State Statis- 
tical Bureau figures as show- 
ing that at least' five million 
families, or two per cent of 
the national total, had annual 
incomes exceeding 50,000 
yuan (S6,000), while the 
yearly income of at least one 
million households exceeds 
one million yuan. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, at least five per 
cent : of;* dty, dwellers_were 
living below the urban pover- 
ty line of 160 yuan a month in 
1994, it said, adding that the 
gap between rich and poor 
was widening. 
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firm ISO Quality Assurance 
Register (QAR) to be 
awarded an ISO 9002 certifi- 
cate. 

According to Abdullah 
Abu Ghosh, the financial 
manager of ASPM, the com- 
pany initiated its programme 
to win the quality standard 
certificate nine months ago, 
and upon the ISOOAR re- 
commendation, ASPM is ex- 
pected to be awarded the ISO 
9002 certificate in late 
November this year. 

ISO 9002 is one of the ISO 
9000 series standards that in- 
clude 9001, 9002, 9003. and 
9004, which cover fun- 
damental elements or re- 
quirements of quality man- 
agement systems, each of 
them applicable to a specific 
situation of a supplier orga- 
nisation, according to the 
complexity of the organisa- 
tion, or the requirements of 
the purchaser, according to 
the introductory standard 


ISO 9000 of the Geneva- 
based International Trade 
Centre (ITC) of the United 
Nations. 

ASPM is expected to win 
the ISO 9002 quality certifi- 
cate which deals with quality 
assurance in production, in- 
stallation and servicing. 

According to the introduc- 
tory standard ISO 9000 of the 
ITC, “ISO 9002 standards 
are applicable in situations 
when the supplier or contrac- 
tor is not responsible for de- 
sign, but when confidence in 
product conformity can be 
attained by adequate demon- 
stration of a supplier’s capa- 
bilities in production, in- 
stallation and servicing." 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san Tuesday urged ail Jorda- 
nian companies to adopt ISO 
9000 standards in order “to 
be accredited international 
.qualitative recognition in our- 
export-oriented efforts" in an 
ever competitive internation- 


al market. 

Jordan is now on the verge 
of being accepted in the 
World Trade Organisation, 
and has introduced many 
laws and by-laws to meet the 
international body's stan- 
dards, according to Trade 
and Industry Minister Ali 
Abul Ragheb. 

The ITC reported that over 
62 countries worldwide have 
adopted the ISO 9000 stan- 
dards as national standards 
by tnid-1994, and that 70,517 
certificates were issued in 76 
countries and territories. 

According to ITC, 36 com- 
panies in the UAE. 30 in 
Saudi Arabia, 9 in Egypt, 2 in 
Oman, 1 in Qatar, 106 in 
Turkey, 90 in Greece, 5 in 
Cyprus, and 253 in Israel 
were awarded at least one 
certificate of the ISO 9000 
series since the Geneva- 
based International Standar- 
disation Organisation put the 
standards of quality in 1979. 



Palestinian company to import 
100,000 tonnes of Jordanian cement 

** A PALESTINIAN private shareholding 
company affiliated to the Palestinian National 


Authority has received a preliminary a] 

ment with the Jordan Cement Factories (_ 

pany to import 100,000 tonnes of cement. The 
Palestinian company will be importing addi- 
tional amounts upon the consumption of the 
present order (A1 Aswaq). 


IFC to finance two projects 

** THE INTERNATIONAL Finance Cor- 
poration (IFC) has agreed to finance two 
main projects undertaken by the Zara Tour- 
ism Investments Company. The first is a $25 
million project at the Dead Sea and the 
second is the Hyatt-Amman Hotel and the 
adjacent commercial centre at an approxi- 
mate cost of $75 million. IFC experts are due 
in Amman later this month to put a financing 
mechanism for the projects (A1 Aswaq). 
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1.630 

1.700 

1100 

6940 

5.400 

5.400 

23390 

15904 

■ 6BO 

.680 

7000 

9*70 

1.420 

1.430 

2500 

2550 

1.060 

1.060 

10940 

20294 

1.010 

1.050 

600 

637 

1.060 

1.060 

3900 

5112 

1.310 

1.310 


2195 

2.000 

1.9B0 


210C 





3.170 

3.140 


JIM 

1 .960 

1.960 


7130 

1.570 



194B0 

1.490 

1.460 


61400 




200761 INDEX MUMHERI 124.74 
(SAME i -0-0S4 


GRAND TOTAL 


304097 


6B1269 DDES DUMBER) 156.77 
£flANCE I -41.092 





£§> DAJANI 

4fS* JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

'In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas » 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tab. 810605, 810609. 810520 




rtMG 

ityjin 


Ptofesaio&Hl Qualii 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour fihn at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMmO phmtm 


r*mm •nf«r«e- 

20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Pbooe: 
Swc&eta tel: 823891 


pJ A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 


iW? 0 


t.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
'HOSPTTALITY 
’GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 

A C 4 JR I 4-uaVI 

y-Jlc <#SjL8 

863944 - 81 6690 


A&eenA, 

cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 

Sweifiyeh 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

jThe Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmospherefin Amman 
Doir Ghbar - American . 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna | 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - 900 parti 


1 


menwAN huuk» 

HUNSSK RESTAQRANT 




TmMtm iwiy Is 

Stmt AMnt> m SV*X 
Um UfiaMi ConmmM Cm M 

T#L- N1174 

^ftacclartad A fcvag ttcttd 



~ yci f i n m t ma d tt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
w Sushi 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 


K 


tANAHEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR JR JEN'T 


Deluxe Villas 
&4ppaftmerUs| 
in Amman 


Addnm ufimm 

s 


Tcsl. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


For Res. 812997 - 314118 
Mecca St. D.touri Center 






• European StMkB A CNcton 
■ MUdtaEaaWfn Grill ■ 
-Pbza&Snacto 
-Hambuigw* 

-Mazza. Saladi 
-AigNa 


fl A N A N I A 

Jechnica! 

**BTAl WORK* 

Suppliers of high 
quality welding 
machines, 
electrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 
Hmm a spmcfaf and 
Mfy equipped 
■ om eP on for 
taaMenmnaL 
Fax Ho. 750208-787830 
TbI No. 750208-757830 

i lfc.074-44510 
hmm - Imho 

rSWHBjIIUKU 


For Rent 


_ Deluxe Furnished 

c cl 

trand Unfurnished ir 

u i— 

o o 

^-Villas apartments u- 

|and office Space J 

oTo Suitall Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



605843*600157 
RADIO A TV STATION RD. 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 2333S 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 
TeL 693399 


N Lun icf V :ikivii\u iV Son-. 

francesco 

smalto 

Paris 

Men-’b WecA 


out 5 Feraud - Amrma 
Commercial Center GF. 
Urn - Uthaina -Tel; 864721 



ASSARAYA 

Rent a car 


Head Office 

TaL 06 - 68 47 71 Fax. 68 49 73 
Aqaba Office 

TeL 03 -31 62 65 Fax. 3162 65 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 - 21526 

P.O.Box 350 Amman 11831 Jordan 
ShrrisanL King Abdullah Gardens 


HiNARi 

U.D>§^| 

'■d29.500 


12 CUPS COFFEE MAKER 
with Permanent Filter! 




!^£ed ^eftamd 

junior 

MaxMara 

SPORTMAK 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 
TeL 647800 


\ffuie LsbtofMm Codtiagj 



2 lCenlmt < 3 lmChel 
uca Uoncini 
Jjmdt&Wbmer 
yhki! Jflmman 
TzL654201 - 654500 
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Chang and Becker survive a fright 


PARIS (AFP) — Three- 
times champion Boris Becker 
and fourth-seeded Michael 
Chang were both given a 
fright at the Paris Indoor 
Open on Tuesday. But 
Wayne Ferreira at last beat a 
four-year losing jinx. 

Both Becker and Chang 
dropped the first sets of their 
opening matches in the $2.25 
million tournament while a 
nervous Ferreira edged past 
Richey Reneberg of the Un- 
ited States — his first-ever 
success in the tournament af- 
ter foiling at the first hurdle 
for the past four yean. 

. Becker, who only decided 
10 play in this tournament 
after a strenuous work-out to 
test his injured back at the 
weekend, survived a series of 
crises against Russian Alex- 
ander Volkov. 

* The 1986, 1989, 1992 
champion, still bidding to 
qualify for the season-ending 
ATP Championship finals in 
Frankfurt, dropped the first 
set and then squandered a 
service break while leading 
4-2 in the third before finally 
chalking up a 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 win 
in one and three-quarter 
.hours. 

"It's always tough playing 
in the first round of any 
tournament," he said after 
his tenth career victory in as 
many matches against the 
Russian left-hander. 

"But I am pleased with the 
way I played." he went on, 
adding with a grin: "And I 
am hoping for great things 
here this week. After all — I 
have won this tournament 
three times and my victories 
come every third year... and 
my last victory was in 1992." 

Becker now faces big- 
serving 14th seed Todd Mar- 
tin of the United States for a 
place in the quarter-finals. 
Martin earlier proved for too 
powerful for plucky Dutch 
qualifier Henrik Jan Davids 
and be cruised home to a 
comfortable 6-3, 6-4 win. 

Chang, who unlike Becker 
is already assured of his place 
at the ATP finals? was given a 
tougher-than-expected work- 
out by Zimbabwe's Byron 
Black. 

The 23-year-old Chinese- 
American, twice a semi- 
finalist. came under early 
pressure and dropped the 
first set against determined 
Byron ,. Black of Zimbabwe. 
But Chang's much-improved 
service, .once considered the 
weakest part of his game. 



Michael Chang 

came to his rescue. He hit 14 
aces, many on crucial points, 
in a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 victory. 

"It’s nice to be able to 
throw in some big serves — 
but you can't take’ anything 
away from Byron," said 
Chang after his win. “He won 
that first set." 


PARIS OPEN 


Ref er ri ng to the 
tremendous support he al- 
ways receives from the 
Chinese community in the 
French capital, Chang said: 
"It's tremendous. I always 
like playing in Paris. It brings 
back happy memories of 
when I won the French title 
at Roland Garros." 

Chang, winner of four 
events this season was dearly 
unsettled by Black's early 
speed and accuracy. 

The 26-year-old Zimbab- 
wean, although better known 
as a doubles player, has been 
enjoying a remarkable singles 


season this year rising to 35th 
in the rankings and reaching 
the quarter-finals at the Un- 
ited States Open. 

Chang, the 1989 French 
Open champion, now plays 
either thirteenth-seed Andrei 
Medvedev of the Ukraine or 
last weekend's Essen finalist 
MaliVai Washington of the 
United States. 

Washington went the dis- 
tance on one of the adjoining 
courts before scoring a 4-6. 
64, 6-2 in his first-round 
showdown with Todd Wood- 
bridge of Australia. 

Ninth-seeded Ferreira 
finally overcame his losing 
streak — although at times he 
looked as though he was ab- 
out to fall at the first hurdle 
for the fifth time in a row. 


The 24-year-old Ferreira, 
winner at both Ostrava and 
Lyon earlier this month, 
dropped the second set de- 
spite holding a match point at 
6-2. 54. 

But when he had overcome 
the initial frustration of 
seeing Reneberg get back on 


level terms at one set all. he 
settled down and finished 
strongly for a 6-2. 5-7. 64 
win. 

For a player who spends 
most of his spare time in the 
French capital where he has 
bought an appartment, the 
victory was particularly sweet 
and Ferreira remained confi- 
dent that now that he has 
beaten the jinx — he will win 
again. 

In the next round he faces 
either eighth-seeded Spa- 
niard Sergi Bruguera or Hen- 
ri Leconte of France. 

Left-handed veteran Guy 
Forget triumphed in the all- 
French confrontation with 
promising newcomer Jerome 
Golmard — winning in three 
sets although he was helped 
when his opponent sustained 
a groin injury midway 
through the match. 

Another Frenchman. Ced- 
ric Pioline. a former United 
States Open finalist who has' 
never won a tournament, 
outplayed Sweden's Magnus 
Gustaffson. Gustaffson, who 
was playing under a pro- 


tected ranking after a long 
lay-off because of a serious 
shoulder injury, took a 2-0 
lead but then faded. 

Jan Siemerink. the 16th 
seeded Dutch player, won a 
dramatic outside court con- 
frontation with American 
David Wheaton 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 
(74) to reach the third round 
while his compatriot Jacco 
Eltingh snatched a thrilling 
first-round 64, 3-6, ,7-6 < (7- 
2) victory over Bren Steven 
of New Zealand. 


The victory put Eltingh 
into a second-round match 
against sixth-seed Jim 
Courier on Wednesday. 

Frenchman Arnaud 
Boetsch. who has climbed in 
the top-20 rankings after his 
victory in Toulouse and semi- 
final berth in Essen, earned a 
crack at top-seed Pete Sam- 
pras when he defeated Jonas 
Bkorkman of Sweden 6-2, 
7-6 1 (7-3); 

Meanwhile, another home 
player, Guillaume Raoux. 
beat Uzbekistan qualifier 
Oleg Ogorodov 64, 6-3. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ITANNAHHnSCH 

©.. Ti*Br»W**S»<WtfclnC 


dubs and led another spade. This 
time East captured the king with 
the ace and returned a diamond. 
There was only one entry to dummy 
with which to set up and run 


spades, and two were necessary. 

sly eight 


WHO’S AT FAULT? 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*KQ3532 
OK6 
058 
*884 


10 


1 NT 
S NT 


3« 


Pass 


Opening Wad: Seven of O 

The bidding and playcf this hy»d 


WEST 
*86 
08542 
0 78 

.*48758 


SOUTH 
*74 
OA873 
0 AQ 104 
*AK2 


EAST 
* A J 10 
OQJIO 
O K J 8 82 
*Q 10 


were far from perfect- Follow wltat 


The bidding: 
EAST SOUTH 


WEST NORTu 


happened and then decide who 

erred and where. 

South’s no-trump orercsil sboweo 
the equivalent of s no-trump open- 
ing bid. North forced to game with 
three spades and paaeed wbenparv 
tier's three-no- tramp re bid dewed 

tt W^l^a?SSiond T and East’s 

king lost to the noe. A spade to the 

queen was allowed to bold. Declarer 
re lamed to band with the king of 


Declarer could make only eigl 
tricks. 

First. let’s congratulate East on 
£ne defense. Had East won the first 
spade, declarer would have had no 
trouble fulfilling the contract. Try it 
if you don't believe ua. 

The first error was North’s in the 
bidding. With a good six-card 
major. North should have wanted to 
play four spades and nothing etas, 
so the correct action would have 
been to jump to lour spades. 

Neal, declarer made a subtle 
error which allowed East to play a 
starring role. Since South could 
afford to give up the lead twice 
more. South should have ducked a 
spade at trick two, forcing East to 
. win that trick. Next a spade is led 
to the queen, and the scut can be 
established while there is still a 
heart entry m dummy. 


Swedes could end 
Parma’s European run 


BONN (R) — Parma's re- 
markable run of success in 
Europe in the last few sea- 
sons is in serious danger of. 
coming to an end at the hands 
of unglamorous Swedes 
Halmstad in the Cup Winners 
Cup second legs on Thurs- 
day. 

The Italians, who won the 
trophy in 1993, were runners 
up in 1994 and triumphed in 
the UEFA Cup last season, 
need to overturn a 3-0 defeat 
from the first leg in Gothen- 
burg. 


Parma, who arc level on 
points with AC Milan at the 
top of the Italian division, 
will risk all with a three-man 
attack of Bulgarian Hristo 
Stoichkov, Gianfranco Zola 
and Alessandro Melli. 

After victories over some 
of Europe's most glamorous 
clubs in recent seasons, such 
as Juvcntus, Atletico Madrid. 
Ajax Amsterdam and Benfi* 
ca. there would be a certain 
amount of irony in Parma 
going out to the little-known 
Swedes. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Egyptian community club hosts chess tourney 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The Egyptian Community club is 
currently hosting the 2nd Pharoah's Chess Touroanwntm 
cooperation with the Royal Chess Federat,on (RCF) On 
the opening day, Talbieh Club beat Af Wihdat s team 3-2 
while the RCF team beat the hosts 2.5/1. 5. 


Row over sacked coach continues 


ACCRA (AFP) — Ivorian coach Boubakar Ouatara has 
refused to return as coach of Ghana’s Ashanti Kotoko and 
has accused the team's management of f orgi ng a letter to 
the International Football Federation (FIFA). Ouatara, 
whose three-year contract was terminated in May, told 
Sports World he had not written the letter which Ashanti 
claimed he had sent saying he had reached an agreement 
with the club. FIFA had threatened Ashanti with demotion 
unless they paid the $6,300 Quatara claimed he was owed. 
FIFA were, in any case, suspicious of the letter because it 
was written in English whereas all previous correspondence 
from the coach had been in French, Quatara told the 
paper. Although the debt had now been settled, Quatara 
said he would not go back until a proper management was 
installed. The team is currently being coached by former 
captain Kwasi Appiah. 


‘Torre may be hired as Yankee manager’ 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Joe Torre may be the only candidate 
to become manager of the New York Yankees and could be 
hired within days, the New York Times reported Tuesday. 
The newspaper, citing an unidentified team executive, said 
Torre needs only to meet with newly appointed general 
manager Bob Watson. "Watson might have a candidate or 
two he wants ro talk to. but I don't know who they could 
be," the executive said. "Torre is the guy. It should happen 
in a day or two." Watson is still attending the details of his 
departure last week as general manager of the Houston 
Astros. Other names mentioned in connection with the 
managing job are Yankees third base coach Willie Ran- 
dolph. St. Louis hitting instructor Chris Chambliss and 
former Detroit manager Sparky Anderson. 


Arsenal admit Ince rejection 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal admitted on Tuesday that 
Inter Milan had rejected their advances for England 
midfielder Paul Ince. A formal statement was issued from 
Highbury by managing director Ken Friar following reports ' 
that the Gunners were on the brink of completing a 6.5 
million pound deal with the Italian club. “Arsenal can 
confirm that we have been in discussions with Inter Milan 
regarding Paul Ince but have been advised by Iru_.' that 
they are not prepared to transfer the player at this time," 
the statement said. 


Tour of China ends 3rd stage 


BEIJING (AP) — Belgium's Jo Planckaert outsprinted 
Latvian Arvis Piziks and American Fred Rodriguez to win 
the third stage of the inaugural Tour of China cycling race. 
Planckaert completed Tuesday's 70-kilometre (43.4-mile) 
race, is Shanghai, in one hour. 32 minutes. 35 seconds. 
American Steve Hegg remained the overall race leader, 
three seconds ahead of Italy's Daniele Nardello. Tuesday's 
race was contested on a 3.5-kilometre (2.17-mile) circuit 
through the crowded streets of China's largest city. 


Planckaert notched his 13th professional victory by passing^ 


jPfr’Jcs-iii',* strong headwind with 50 metres (165- feet 
remaining. '■ * 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A highly experienced cook, familiar with Western, 
European cuisine, official seated dinner parties is 
wanted to be recruited as part-time cook and chef 
in a foreign residence. 

Please send applications together with the CV, 
photograph and references to the following 
address: 

c/o Mr. Ziyad 
P.O.Box 538 
Amman-1 1 821 -Jordan 
All applications will be handled in confidential manner. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location : Shmeisani. The apartment consists of 
2 bedrooms, one bathroom, one guest toilet, 
sitting room, dining room with a balcony, Irving 
room, kitchen with a balcony* breakfast area and a 
laundry room with central healing. 

If interested call the owner 661040. 




REQUIRED 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


FOR SAUDI ARABIA 


IN SALES AND MARKETING FOR SAUDI ARABIA 


ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL 

ENGINEERS 

40 000 TO 60 000 USD YEARLY PACKAGE 


MIDEAST DATA SYSTEMS/M. M.AL A RUMAIH EST. 


A Leading computer and communication company with 


40.000 TO 50.000 US $ YEARLY PACKAGE 
MIDEAST DATA SYSTEMS / M.M. AL RUMAIH EST. 

operations in Europe, North America and the Middle East, 



needs for its branches in Saudi Arabia: 


A Leading computer and communication company with 

SALES AND MARKETING ENGINEERS FOR 


operations in Europe, North America and the Middle East, 
needs for its branches in Saudi Arabia: 

THE SITE AND COMMUNICATION DIVISIONS 



- Candidates should have a minimum of 3 years professional 


PROJECTS AND UPS ENGINEERS 
FOR THE SITE DIVISION 

selling experience in activities related to Data 


communications, Computer rooms, UPS, precision AC's. 


- Projects engineers should have a minimum of 6 years 

generators, raised floors etc... . 


professional experience in Electro Mechanical activities . 

- They should be fluent in English and holder of a degree in 


- UPS engineers should have minimum of 5 years 

Electrical or in Mechanical or in Communication 


professional experience preferably in UPS ‘s or in the 

engineering. 


Electronic and Electrical field. 

CY s are to be typed and sent with the mention “SM 1 “to: 


CV s are to be typed and sent with the mention ‘TE 2" to: 

The General Manager 


The General Manager 

JORDAN DATA SYSTEMS 


JORDAN DATA SYSTEMS 

P.O. BOX 927060 AMMAN 11110, JORDAN 


P.O. BOX 927060 AMMAN 11110, JORDAN 

<& 


cS> 


On the Dead Sea 
Shores 


To handle your real 
estate offers in 
Sweimeh. Zara. 


Rama. Karama 
The Dead Sea 


Real Estate office 
manager: 

AfifAl Qaisiah, 

licensed surveyor. 


Rama- Dead Sea 
cross-roads, 
beside A! Manqai 
Tel. 841457 


Ardiles 

sacked 

again 


MEXICO CITY (R) _ 
Argentine coach Osvaldo 
Ardiles was sacked by Mex- 
ican first division side Guada- 
lajara on Tuesday, exactly a 
year to the day after being 
sacked by English Premie? 
League club Tottenham. 

Ardiles, who was dismissed 
by Tottenham on October 31 
last year, will be replaced by 
former Dutch World Cup 
coach Leo Beenhakker, a 
spokesman for the Guadala- 
jara club said on Tuesday. 

“Both we and Ardiles were 
aware that our aim was to 
have an attacking team that 
was .exciting to watch and 
won points," said dub pre$. 
dent Salvador Martinez, re- 
ferring to the team’s &. 
"appointing results. 

"As this was not happen, 
'ing, we had a chat and de- 
cided it was best that he 
leave." 

Ardiles admitted that 1* 
was to blame for the results 
but also criticised the players 
He was in charge for only iq 
matches. 

“There were certain atti- 
tudes in this team which - 1 
really couldn't understand 
and which seemed unprofes- 
-sional, such as wanting to 
start training at ten in ife 
morning or faking injuries 
because they didn't want to 
play," he said. 

Guadalajara, who tradi- 
tionally use only Mexican 
players in a competition 
where up to five foreignea 
can be fielded by a team, are 
bottom of their five lean 
group with just two wins h 
ten matches. They had los 
their last two games. 

Beenhakker. who coached 
the Netherlands in the 19911 
world cup . will return 
Mexican soccer less than out! 
..year after being sacked to 
America in mysterious cir- 
cumstances 

America had dazzled iansfl 
with a campaign in wfaidB 
they scored 78 goals who! 
Bennhakker, who has akfl 
coached Dutch club Ajz^ 
Spanish Giants Real 
.and the Saudi Arabi 
national team during h 
travels, who told to love. 

_ America subsequently to! 
tered and were knocked o#? 
in the semi-finals but evesf 
tual runners-up Cruz AzuL 

The Dutchman's most id 
cent coaching job was wit* 
Turkish first division sid# 
Istanbulspor. 


Toyota 
summoned 
by FIA 




PARIS (AP) — The Toyota 
team has been summoned ufl 
. meet Friday with FIA offil 
cials to explain the illegal 
turbochargers found on twefl 
of their cars in last week': 
Catalunya Rally. 

The two cars, driven 
defending world champifflf 
Didier Auriol and Jub 
Kankkunen, were disqod 
ified when turbochargers dtJ 
not conform to International 
Automobile Federation stan 
dards. a FIA spokesman saij 
Tuesday. 

"After examining the de 
tailed reports, the FIA foawJ 
the reasons for the cars' 
elusion serious enough ’% 
summon the team to ghr 
more information," he said] 

He did not specify wfe*| 
sanctions, if any, would b 
brought against the two drb 
ers. 

1 ‘‘They are being snffl 
moned so they can-explaif 
themselves," the spokesmzfl 
said. "Any sanctions will *1 
pend on how serious tbf 
charges are and their *1 
fence.” 

Neither Auriol nor Kanl 
kunen are in contention ftf 
this year’s World RaiW 
Championship, to be ded*T 
between Spain’s Carlos Safe] 
and Britain's Colin McRae n 
the British Rally Chaff! 
pionship Nov. 19-22. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 

A first floor fuHy-furrrished flat, (furniture of very hid 
quality) with an area of 220 sq.m.. It consists of three 
bedrooms, living, dining, reception, three bathrooms 
small room for storage, spacious kitchen and a porch Ah 
services are independent. Telephone available 
Location: Um Uthaina, Medina Sheet. 

Please call 660260 Amman 


Flat for Rent 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
3 bedrooms, one master, 2 bathrooms, 1 shaped 
dining and sitting, Alno fitted kitchen. Telephone, 
fitted carpets & curtains. Located in Swayfteh. 
JontatfTei. 69450, 9 am - 6 pm, or 818708 
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MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
The 23-miUion-dollar (S17 
million U.S.) development of 
Flinders Park was on target 
for completion before next 
January’s Australian Tennis 
Open, tournament director 
Paul McNamee said Wednes- 
day. 

Russian 

discus 

thrower 

gets 

4-year ban 

MONTE CARLO (AP) ■— 
Grand Prix discus champion 
- Dmitry Shevchenko of Rus- 
sia has been banned for four 
years after testing positive for 
: steroids, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
said Tuesday. 

, Shevchenko tested positive 
for me tan die none metabolite 
at the Grand Prix meet in 
Cologne, Germany, on Aug. 
18. The analysis of the “B" 
sample confirmed- the pre- 
sence of the banned subst- 
ance in the athlete’s •urine, 
the IAAF said. 

.Shevchenko,' 27, finished 
eighth at the World Cham- 
pionships In Goteborg, 
Sweden, in August. 

In Cologne, the Russian 
defeated world champion 
L&rs Riedel with a throw of 
68.04 metres (223 feet-3 in- 
ches). He also beat Riedel in 
September’s Grand Prix final 
in Monaco with a throw of 
67.94 metres (222 feet-11 in- 
ches). 

The IAAF said Shev- 
chenko has been stripped of 
his title and Riedel will be 
recognised as the 1995 Grand 
Prix champion. 


The development includes 
two new show courts, a day 
court, eight Rebound Ace 
bardcourts, a garden square 
and a function centre- 
“We’re going for double 
the action at the 1996 Austra- 
lian Open,” said McNamee. 
“We have double die com- 


puter (rankings) points for 
players and almost double 
the venue size with the new 
development. 

McNamee said he bad' 
already received entries from 
French Open champion Tho- 
mas Muster, Goran Iva- 


nisevic, Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
and Wayne Fendra for the 
January 15-28 Grand Slam. 

McNamee said be expects 
all the sport’s top players to 
be here for the Australian 
Open, with Andre Agassi 
and Mary Pierce defending 
their 1995 tides. 


Lazio, Liverpool suffer shock exits 


PARIS (AFPj — Liverpool and Lazio, scor- 
ers of 10 unanswered goals at the weekend, 
were cut down to size in suffering shock 
UEFA Cup second round exists on Tuesday 
to Brondby of Denmark and French side 
Lyon. 

Lyon were joined in the third round by 
countrymen Bordeaux. They achieved what * 
Manchester United had failed to do in the 
previous round, beating Russians Rotor Vol- 
gograd. 

However, Nottingham Forest extended En- 
glish sides’ 17-year-old winning streak against 
French opponents in the three European 
cups, beating Auxerre 1-0 on aggregate. 

Liverpool were undone by a late goal from 
the Danish side, an invaluable away counter, 
that required the highflying Premiership club 
to score twice. Norwegian defender Dan 
Eggen rose to head home from a comer in the 
78th minute. 

Coach Roy Evans said: “Obviously we are 
bitterly disappointed but we weren't at our 
sharpest and we paid for it.” 

Lyon, only in the middle of the French First 
Division this season, shocked Lazio beating 
them 4-1 on aggregate. 2-0 on the night. 

Ecstatic coach Guy Stephan, who replaced 
former French international. Jean Tigana in 
the summer, said: “We were magnificent. We 
worked really hard and really effectively, we 
deserved this result. I am so happy for the 
players. ’’ 

The Rome side, 4-0 winners over Juventus 
on Sunday, conceded a 21st minute goal and 
missed a penalty within a minute of that to 
compound their misery. 

Lyon playmaker Ludovic Giuly played a 
superb ball over the Lazio defence and 
21-year-o!d striker Florian Maurice ran onto it 
to strike the ball past Fernando Orsi. 

Lazio were offered an immediate chance to 
redress the balance. Lyon midfielder Christ- 
oohe Devaux conceded a penalty, which 


Italian international striker Giuseppe Signori 
sidefooted wide, with the keeper Pascal 
Olmeta sent the wrong way. 

Striker Eric Assadourian made it 2-0 in the 
57th minute, although fardcai Lazio defend- 
ing contributed to it. 

The outstanding Giuly made a darting run 
into the box, evaded Di Marteo's wild lunge 
and threaded the ball across the goalline. The 
ball evaded Orsi but defender Alessandro 
-Nesta should have cleared, only to hack wildly 
at the ball, and Assadourian slid in at the far 
post to put it away to seal an extraordinary 
victory. 

Bordeaux’s hero against the stylish Russian 
ride Rotor Volgograd was Antoine Bancarel, 
acting as the lone striker. 1 the 83rd minute he 
seized on a long ball from midfielder Daniel 
Dutuel, beat three defenders, clipping the ball 
into the net from the edge of the area. 

-ft was just reward for the team who 
qualified through the much maligned Inteno- 
to Cup summer tournament. 

Swiss ride Lugano, who beat Inter Milan in 
the first round, campaign was ended with a 
3-1 loss on aggregate to Czech side Slavia 
Prague. 

Portuguese giants Benfica almost went the 
same way as Liverpool and Lazio. With three 
minutes to go they trailed Dutch ride Roda JC 
Kerkrade 2-1 on aggregate. However, in an 
astonishing finale, their Moroccan interna- 
tional striker Hassan scored twice to break 
Dutch hearts. Benfica winning 3-2 on aggre- 
gate. 

British representation was reduced to just 
Forest as both Leeds United and Scotland’s 
Raith Rovers were eliminated. The sad fact is 
that since English clubs returned to European 
competition only Norwich, Liverpool and 
now Forest have reached the third round. 

Forest failed to score against Auxerre, but 
thanks to Steve Stone's lone goal in the first 
leg in France it was enough. 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground floor, 
consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 large salons, 
with a dining room, 2 sitting rooms, new and fully equipped 
kitchen, garage, separate entrance, large outdoor 
veranda, with small garden, located at Um Uthaina. 
Tempting rent.Call Tel: 865970 


JOB VACANCY 

A local and international NGO are looking for. 

1 Dynamic Assistant Credit Program Manager. 

1 Accountant 
1 Secretary/Data Input 

Requirements for the above mentioned posts 
are: 

Dynamic, hard working & team players, good 
English ianguage, computer knowledge; 
Windows & Excel, 1-2 years experience required, 
Business/Economics & Accounting/Banking 
graduates preferred to work in a Credit 
Community-Based Program. Female candidates 
are particularly encouraged to apply. 

Amman- fax to 612902, deadline - Nov. 6, 1995. 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL JORDAN 

VACANCY ••?•••• 


Seles withdraws 
with ailing knee 


OAKLAND (R) — Monica 
Seles, who was scheduled to 
return to the WTA . Tour at 
the Bank of the West Classic 
this week, withdrew from the 
Oakland Tournament on 
Tuesday when a knee injury 
flared up. 

Seles has been plagued by 
tendinitis in her left knee, 
since her return to profes- 
sional tennis this summer and 
the problem became more 
serious while she was practis- 
ing on the indoor carpet for 
this week’s tournament. 

“I came here early to prac- , 
tise, hoping that a few days 
practice would get my knee 
used to this surface,’’ Seles 
told reporters in a telephone 
news conference on Tuesday. 

“Unfortunately, it made 
the problem worse,” added 
Seles, who was expected to 


play her first match since 
losing the U.S. Open final to 
Steffi Graf last month on 
either Wednesday or Thurs- 
day. 

Seles, ranked co-number 
one with Graf since returning 
to tennis after nearly two ana 
a half years away because of 
her infamous stabbing in 
Hamburg in 1993, is next 
scheduled to play at the 
season-ending WTA Cham- 
pionship in New York. 

Meanwhile, the withdrawal 
of top seed Seles has opened 
the door for American Zina 
Garrison- J ackson and sixth 
seed Irina Spiriea of Roma- 
nia, who each won first- 
round matches. 

Crafty veteran Garrison 
served and volleyed her way 
to a 6-3 3-6 6-3 victory over 
Venezuela’s Maria Vento. 


Applications are invited for a new post 

within the Library & Information Services J 2 1 J J J 5 

to be responsible for providing advice on ■ 

education opportunities in Britain, and for promoting 
British education in Jordan. 

The Successful candidate will have: 

• a good command of English and Arabic 

• a ( minimum ) graduate qualification 

• experience of public relations and dealing with 
customers 

• experience of word processing, data base and 
spreadsheets. 

Some knowledge of the British, education system is 
desirable, but training will be provided. 

i Applicants for previously advertised posts in the Library, 
and in Development Services need not apply. 

Applications with full CV to: 

Manager Information Services 
The British Council 
P. O. Box 634 
Amman 11118 
or fax H to: 656413 

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS 
IS THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER 1995 


On the occasion of the Jerusalem Day 

The National Music Cmservaloiy/Noor AJ Hussein FoundfltiQj^-' 

The Jerusalem Day Committee 
present 

National Music Conservatory . 

Mohammad Otfaman SIdlq, conductor VJj 

The Choir of A1 AfaUa School for Girls 
tralned by Sarnia Gbannoem 

TO) e Sferusialem 

Snaday, 5 November 1995- &00 p-nu yj 

TbcRoyal Cultural Centre- __ 

Main Theatre '■£ 

The program includes the Jerusalem 5u»fe 4y$£l^%]HB2599999l 
ihe late Jem sal em_Pom poser Salvatore AiwfcL 
and Fainiz and Rah aba nj Brothers' master 
“Zahrai AJ Madjfm" (Arr. Agnes Bashir) 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Mike 
Tyson and his handlers con- 
cealed a broken thumb he 
suffered three weeks ago, 
hoping he could still fight 
Buster Mathis Jr. on Satur- 
day, but the former 
heavyweight champion re- 
fractured the bone, forcing 
postponement of the bout. 

Tyson, looking for his 
second victory of his com- 
eback following three years 
in prison, said after the fight 
was officially postponed on 
Tuesday night that he 
“wasn’t acting professional- 
ly” in trying to go through 
with the fight. 

I thought I could sneak it 
through. It's not my job to 
think as a doctor. 

“My objective is to basical- 
ly -fight, but the pain became 
too intense and it continued 
hurting during sparring ses- 
sions,” said Tyson, who rein- 
jured the thumb on Monday. 

“I believe it happened in 
Ohio right before I came here 
and then again yesterday,” 
Tyson said. 

Tyson, 28, sparred publicly 
on Monday and in private on 
Tuesday afternoon, 
apparently with a broken 
right thumb. 

On Monday, the former 
heavyweight champion shook 
his hand as if it was bothering 
him in a two-round sparring 
session and said afterward 
'that it was a little sore. He 
appeared to not throw as 
many rights as he might have, 
but he did land several hard 
right hands. 

Dr. Gary Marrone, a Las 
Vegas orthopedic surgeon, 
said Tyson came to him two 
weeks ago and said he had 
injured the thumb a week 
earlier while sparring. 

“We weren’t sure whether 
three weeks was sufficient 
enough for Mike to fight,” 
Manone said. “But Mike 
wanted under any circumst- 
ances to be able to fight, to 
not have to cancel this. So we 
gave it three weeks.” 

' But X-rays taken late 
Tuesday afternoon showed 
that “the fracture that 
already started to reheal had 
basically rebroken. At this 
point there was no way we 
could medically release Mike 
to fight,” said Marrone, de- 
scribing the - fracture as being” 
between the main joint and 
the tip of the thumb. 

“We feel that it will prob- 
ably be at least another four 
to six weeks before we would 
allow him to fight again,” 
Marrone said. 

Another Tyson doctor, 
Gerald Higgins, said it did 
not appear that Tyson, who 
was to receive SI0 million to 
fight Mathis, would require 
surgery to correct the injury. 

Michael Marley, a spokes- 
man for promoter Don King, 
said the fight will be re- 
scheduled. 

Tyson’s manager, John. 
Home, said: “Buster 'Mathis 
is under contract to fight 
Mike Tyson. There was no 




Ticket price JD 5 
Tickets available al: 

'Alataiii Abela Supenttre, id 68848 1 
-Bahidic, id. 6A1322 
■Ownjpwn* Spool Wear, id. 861063 
-Redd* Pot Music, id. 692696 
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Boxer Mike "kson answers questions at a news 
conference C t. 31 at the MGM Grand in Las 
Vegas. Tysofs Nov. 4 fight against Buster 


Mathis was cancelled due to a broken thumb 


on Tyson’s right hand (Renters photo) 


way there >11 be anybody 
but Buster lathis, and we 
hope to fighds soon as possi 
ble." 

But Joey hriello, Mathis’ 
trainer , sail earlier that he 
doubted thdfight would be 
re-schedu|d and that 
Mathis, whdwas to receive 
$800,000 foi the fight was 
“kind of in pock” when he 
first heard tc fight was off.’ 


Tyson, referring tp the 
heavyweight bout between 
former champions Riddick 
Bowe and Evander Holy- 
field.-alsoon Saturday night. 

“It (would have been) a 
grand evening that night with 
the two fights going on,” 


Tyson said 
Three had been much con 
troversy over scheduling the 
two fights on the same night. 
Originallyr'they botjfjfere to 
have been on pay-per-view 
cable television, but Tyson- 
Mathis was moved to free 
television. 


Mathis, 2. said he still 
hoped he w< Id fight Tyson. 

“It’s a pity serious set- 
back as far i the continua- 
tion of ccstant fights.” 
Tyson said, t's not going io 
kill me. 1'nnot hurting for 
any money r anything. 

"I was rilly in anticipa- 
tion for thi fight to go on 
knowing th other fight was 
across th< street,” said 


FOR RENT 

A new multipurpose apartment in a remarkable location 
west of Amman ( Shmeisani), where you can have easy 
access to transportation, hospital, Safeway stores, 
school, main sport city, and Royal Cultural Centre. 

It is 180 sq.m, with three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
central heating, lift, and with a private telephone line. 
Furnishing is optional according to agreement 
Please contact Eng. Hassan Halabi, Tel: 671946, 
from 8:00 - 10 am and 1:00- 5:00 p.m. 





O cJIie O ccas i° n Of cf&c Successfuf 
Concfusion Of o5& c 

jnman Summit Conference 1995 ”, 

’ The Management Of <$> 

Regency Palace Hotel & The Grand Palace Hotel 
Wish To Express Their Congratulations To 
” Q^icharcf ^tias " qJFic 0cneraf £Hpnager 

Apd 0o cJFie iXfmagcrs S ta JJ Of 

- ” 0fo6af <Evcnt Management ” 
Organizers Of The Conference, On Their Superb 
fforts In Coordination And Organization Of 
Hie Conference Which Contributed 
Io its Huge Success, 


■Muck Box. tcL 815745 
-Romero, tcL 644227 
-Royal Culmnd Cnare, icL 66)036 
•National Music Cnuavuary, td. £87620 
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CINEMA TEL* 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gaiy Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA ■ TEL; 699238 

PLAZA 

Nabila Obeid & Yousef Sha'ban 
...ln 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 

. (Arabic) • • 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Weekend At Bernies 
Part II 

Shows : 1230.330, 530. 630. 830. 1030 


CINEMA 


TEL; 677420 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

On Deadly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

- (Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


0 UN THEATRE 

L: 618274 -618275 


IUSA HIJA2IN 
“ Sumaa" 


i Citizen 


Daily at 8:30 p.m. 
■vjltten & directed by 
Maammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham*s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation cali 625155 
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REMEMBRANCE; Brother Alan and Alex Tongol light a candle m a bamboo stick above the tomb of their 
mother in the submerged San Matias cemetery in Santo Tomas, le Philippines, as Filipinos observe the All 
Saints Day. It took the brothers about half an hour to search in fcfe water to locate the tomb. Cemeteries near 
Mount Pinatubo disappeared under mudflows and flood waters uieashed by torrential rains (AFP photo) 


4 killed in Lebanon flare-up; 5 Israelis injured 


MARJAYOUN (Agencies) 
— Three pro-Israeli militia- 
men and a Hizboilah fighter 
were killed in heavy fighting 
in Israel’s self-declared secur- 
ity zone in South Lebanon on 
Wednesday, officials said. 

Five Israeli troops and two 
militiamen were also wound- 
ed in attacks by the Hizboilah 


group, on the day Islamic 
Jihad leader Fathi Shaqaki 
was buried in Damascus after 


his assassination by suspected 
Israeli agents (see page one). 

Hizboilah said the attacks 
were dedicated to the “mar- 
tyr" Shaqaki. 

The group, which was 
closely allied to Shaqaki, 
attacked two positions held 
by the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia around dawn, 
killing two militiamen and 
wounding .three others, the 
SLA said. One of them later 


died of his injuries. 

A Hizboilah fighter was 
killed and three others were 
wounded in the fighting at 
one of the posts, Bisri. near 
Jezzine in the east of the 
1.000-square-kilometre zone, 
hospital officials in Sidon 
said. 

Hizboilah wounded four 
Israeli soldiers in a bomb 
attack on a patrol two hours 
later at Braachit on the edge 
of the security zone, the SLA 
added. 

An Israeli military spokes- 
man said two of the soldiers 
were in serious condition and 
the other two only lightly- 
hurt. They had been evacu- 
ated to hospital in Israel. 

The Israelis struck back by 
dispatching four fighter- 
bombers which fired eight 
missiles at Hizboilah posi- 
tions in Louaizeh in the Iqlim 


at Toufahneights southeast 
of Sidon. olice said. There 
were no :asualties. they 
added. 

Israeli rtillerv gunners 
fired almo: 200 shells at Hiz- 
boltah strogholds. including 
four village, police said. The 
guerrillas retaliated with 
dozens ol mortar rounds, 
wounding fifth Israeli sol- 
dier. accoiing to the SLA. 

In Beiru Hizboilah said in 
a statements fighters raided 
Bisri post nd planted a Hiz- 
bollah flag he re. The attack 
inflicted rveral casualties 
among the SLA, Hizboilah 
added. 

Later, le SLA sources 
said guerrias rained down 
shells cm n SLA post at 
Braachit ad fired mortar 
bombs at ijoint Israeli-SLA 
outpost atRihane and two 
•other nearh positions for the 


Israel wants Syria, which 
has 35.000 troops in Leba- 
non, to rein in the guerrillas. 
Damascus says the guerrillas 
have every right to resist 


foreign occupation. 

Some 1.000 Israeli troops 


and 3,500 allied SLA militia 
hold the zone. 


NATO candidates seek 
Washington’s approval 


Syrii rejects Rabin’s 
‘tenor ism’ accusation 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — The 
two-horse race for NATO's 
top post entered the home 
straight Wednesday when the 
leading candidates both flew 
to Washington for what could 
prove decisive talks with U.S. 
officials. 

Former Netherlands Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers, who 
seems to be the leading 
candidate to become the next 
NATO chief although he has 
yet to officially declare, left 
for the U.S., a Dutch foreign 
ministry spokesman said. 

Danish Prime Minister 
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen said 
Wednesday that Denmark 
was continuing to back Uffe 
Etlemann-Jensen's candidacy 
for the post, vacated by Willy 
Claes last month over corrup- 
tion allegations. 

But he added to journal- 
ists: “Denmark will not raise 
an obstacle if another candi- 
date.... got a consensus with- 
in the alliance." 

Mr. Ellemann-Jensen, a 
former Danish foreign minis- 
ter, was leaving for Washing- 
ton on Wednesday after- 
noon, according to the Ritzau 
news agency in Copenhagen. 

The trip — during which he 
is to have meetings Thursday 
with U.S. officials including 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher — fuelled belief 


that Mr. Ellemann-Jensen 
was still being considered as a 
possible NATO secretary- 
general, despite France's 
objections. 

“The procedure ft that 
someone who wants to be a 
candidate must present him- 
self to the United States gov- 
ernment.” Dutch foreign 
ministry spokesman Frank de 
Brain said. 


While the NATO 
secretary-general is chosen 
by European members, their 
U.S. partner in the Atlantic 
alliance has final approval. 

The post of secretary- 
general, the alliance's top 
civilian job, traditionally goes 
to a European while the top 
military commanders are 
American. 


On Tuesday, North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation fore- 
ign ministers, appeared to 
have settled on Mr. Lubbers 
as their choice to replace Mr. 
Claes, after Germany joined 
Britain and France in sup- 
porting him. 

However. Mr.Ellemann- 
Jensen received invitations to 
the U.S. and Canada the 
same day, forcing him to 
hurriedly cancel a press con- 
ference called to announce 
that he was withdrawing his 
candidacy. 


DAMASOS (R) — Syria 
on Wednsday rejected 
Israeli Priie Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabits accusation that 
it was a “cotre of terrorism" 
and said bmascus did not 
harm anyce. 

“Rabin's false accusation 
to Syria is ot only aimed at 
deforming yria’s image and 
diverting attention from 
Israel's a nuance, but also at 
directing nw threats against 
Syria." thi official daily Al 
Baath said 

“But Isrsl is making the 
wrong calcation this time." 
the paper dded. 

Mr. Rabi told an Israeli 
parliament^ committee on 
Tuesday tH Syria was “a 
centre of urorism" and that 
Damascus mid not dictate 
the peace rocess. 

An offid. who briefed re- 
porters on the closed-door 
meeting qu»ed Mr. Rabin as 
saying, he a»ptcd his milit- 
ary’s iniellifnce assessments 
that the thrtt of war had not 
passed. 

"What Rbin is trying to 
forget is wl known to the 
world that ;rael was estab- 
lished by Trorism and is 
based on errorism." Al 
.Baath said. 

“Israel. « its newspapers 
admitted ytterday, consid- 
ers tenons and assassina- 
tions as to] priority for its 


Talibans pound Kabul with heavy artillery 


KABUL (AP) — Rebel gun- 
men from the Taliban militia 


pounded the Afghan capital 
with artillery fire Wednes- 
day, killing four people and 
wounding at least eight 
others, government officials 
said. 

The attack came amid a 
new threat against the capital 
Kabul by a second guerrilla 
faction based in northern 
Afghanistan. 

Rebel leader Rashid Dos- 
tum said his forces would 
converge on the capital in a 
•coordinated attack in two 
weeks if a viable peace for- 
mula was not put into place. 

The capital is already 
under siege by Talibans posi- 
tioned along the southern 
outskirts of the city. 

The Talibans on Wednes- 
day morning launched at 
least seven 152 artillery 
rounds into central Kabul's 
Pol -e-Mohammad Khan dis- 
trict close to the Defence 
Ministry building and pres- 
idential palace, the govern- 
ment said. 

“We have treated ten pa- 
tients from the attack," said 
Jurnhuriat hospital's Dr. Sid- 
diq, who like many Afghans 
uses only one name. "Two of 


them died." 

One of the seriously- 
wounded victims was five- 
year-old boy. Dr. Siddiq said. 

Another two people were 
killed instantly in the artillery 
attack, a government spokes- 
man said. 

Inside the hospital, wor- 
ried relatives milled around 
the emergency department's 
entrance awaiting word on 
the condition of the victims. 
A trail of blood dotted the 
floor from the waiting area 
into the emergency ward. 

Most of the rounds landed 
in a park area in central 
Kabul, although the damages 
and injuries were caused 
when one round landed on a 
building. 

A checkpoint guard who 
was on duty at the'time of the 
attack said the barrage was 
launched by the Talibans, 
who have been rrying to top- 
ple the government of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Taliban commanders, who 
hope to establish stria Isla- 
mic rule throughout Afgha- 
nistan. have vowed to attack 
military targets in Kabul as 
part of their latest push on 
the capital. 

Last month, an onslaught 



Burbanudei Rabbani 


of Talibansnarched to with- 
in five kiloetres of Kabul's 
southern oskirts. 

Their acance has since 
stalled, w’h government 
troops holtftg the rebels to 
their posiii'is in the Rishkor 
hills aroun>thc city's south- 
ern limits. 

Althoug General Dos- 


tum’s forces are not allied 
with the Talibans, the dual 
attack could be fatal to the 
government. 

Analysts have said Kabul 
could not hold off simul- 
taneous attacks from both the 
north and south, but the gov- 
ernment insists it will hold 
firm. 

“We have experience of 
coordinated opposition 
attacks," said government 
spokesman Amrullah. “It 
will be hard, but it will not 
destroy the government." 

The government controls 
less than a quarter of Afgha- 
nistan and is sou (rounded by 
hostile factions on all sides. 

More than 25,000 people 
have been killed in Kabul, 
which has faced the brant of 
Afghanistan's bitter three- 
year civil war. 

Formerly allied guerrilla 
forces toppled the communist 
regime in Kabul in 1992, but 
then turned their guns on one 
another in a battle for ulti- 
mate control over the coun- 
try. 

The latest fighting comes 
despite repeated efforts by 
the United Nations to broker 
a ceasefire and lasting peace- 
ful solution to the conflict. 


Palestinian aid held up 


in U.S. Senate wrangle 


WASHINGTON (R; — Au- 
thority for President Bill 
Clinton to provide aid to the 
Palestinians expired at mid- 
night on Tuesday, victim of a 
dispute between his adminis- 
tration and right-wing Re- 
publican Senator Jesse 
Helms. 

Because of an objection by 
Mr. Helms, the Senate failed 
to aa on a bill extending a 
waiver of U.S. restrictions 
against the Palestine Libera- 


Israeli-allied militia. 

The guerrillas also set off 
two roadside bombs near an 
SLA armoured patrol at Beit 
Yahoun. on the edge of die 
western flank of the Israeli- 
held border zone but no one 
was hurt. 


Libya 


Hizboilah guerrillas, step- 
ping up their attacks as 
Israel's peace talks with 
Lebanon and Syria languish, 
killed nine Israeli soldiers in 
two attacks last month, rais- 
ing the year's total to 22 — 
one more than in all of 1994. 


promises 
to settle 


league 


dues 


activities," the paper said. 

The Islamic Jihad move- 
ment in Palestine, which has 
an office in Damascus, ac- 
cused the Israeli Mossad in- 
telligence service of assassi- 
nating its leader Fathi Sha- 
qaqi in Malta last week and 
vowed to take revenge. 

"Syria which is defending 
its rights and the rights of its 
(Arab) Nation for security 
and freedom does not harm 
anybody and does not 
threaten lives of people as 
Israel does against Lebanon 
and as the Mossad does...." 
Al Baath said. 

Another daily, Tishrin, 
said: “Syria is haven for all 
national forces and there is a 
big difference between legiti- 
mate resistance against 
occupation and terrorism." 

It said Mr. Rabin was 
trying to "mix realities sq that 
a terrorist becomes a hero 
and a national straggler, who 
confronts occupation and de- 
fends his lands, becomes a 
terrorist." 

Israel. Tishrin added, “has 
espoused the path of terror- 
ism. killings and massacres 
since its establishment." 

Mr. Rabin said Syria's re- 
fusal to evict Palestinian 
groups, such as Islamic Jihad 
and Hamas, was a key obsta- 
cle to peace negotiations be- 
tween the two adversaries. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Libya has 
promised to pay off around 
$2 million in dues owed to the 
Arab League within “a few 
days" in a bid to ease the 
pan-Arab body's budget cri- 
sis, a league official said 
Wednesday. 

The official, who asked not 
to be named, said Libya had 
presented “an official memo 
to the league saying that it 
will pay the remainder of its 
dues for the 1995 budget 
within a few days." 

The official said the re- 
maining dues amounted to 
around $2 million, since Tri- 
poli had already paid part of 
its $3.32 million annual con- 
tribution. 


League sources had said 


Monday that Libya had given 
a refusal to the league's 


general secretariat when it 


requested the pending dues. 
Libya is the second largest 


Libya is the second largest 
debtor to the league, owing 
$20.5 million from the 1995 
and past budgets. Iraq tops 
the list of debtors, with 
cumulative debts of $29.8 
million. 


League members have 
failed to pay some $10.6 mil- 
lion out of 1995’s $27.6 mil- 
lion budget, throwing the 
league into a financial crunch 
that has left it unable to pay 
its employees for the rest of 
the year. 


On top of this year's 
budget squeeze, the 22- 
member organisation is 
already $107 million in 
arrears from members' fai- 
lure to pay up past dues. 

The annual budget is fi-. 
nanccd by auotas ranging 
from one to l4 per cent of the 
budget fixed for each mem- 
ber according to its gross 
domestic product. 


Mohammad Al Saved, the 
secretary general's financial 


advisor, said Wednesday the 
crisis had already forced the 
league to close offices in 
Ottawa, Tokyo, Brasilia, 
Buenos Aires, Dakar and 
Nairobi, and that the Athens 
office would be dosed at the 
end of this year. 

The crisis also forced the 
league in 1994 to borrow $4.7 
million from its employees 
pension fund. 


“This crisis is not a sur- 
prise. It has built up over a 
number of years," Mr. Sayed 
told the press. 

He recommended that 
member countries agree to 
take up the dues owed by five 
countries, which he did not 
name, “unable to pay their 
contributions due to special 
circumstances." 

The dues from the five 
countries, amounting 14.5 
per cent of the budget, would 
be “divided up among other 
countries provided they are 
convinced there are good 
reasons for their inability to 
pay." Mr. Sayed said. 

He also called on nine 
countries which have dis- 
puted parts of their dure to 
"bring their reservations up" 
with the league at a special 
commission created by the 
secretary-general Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. 


process in this country," Mr. 
Kerry said. 

Mr. Helms' action to block 
the so-called Middle East 
Peace Facilitation Aa (MEP- 
FA) followed his refusal to 
approve the nominations of 
18 U.S. ambassadors because 
of the dispute over the State 
Department bill. 


tion Organisation (PLO) put 
in place before the PLO be- 
came an official player in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Helms, chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, blocked action 
on the renewal because of 
lack of progress in negotia- 
tions on his bill reorganising 
the State Department. 

The Democratic nego- 
tiator, Sen. John Kerry of 
Massachusetts, deplored 
holding a vital Middle East 
peace hostage to an internal 
dispute. 

He said Democrats- were 
prepared to negotiate again 
Wednesday but not while the 
two issues were linked. 

“Our ally. Israel doesn't 
deserve to have the peace 
process made hostage to 
bureaucratic decision-making 


The bill as drafted would 
fold three separate agencies 
into the State Department. It 
also includes a permanent ex- 
tension of the MEPFA. 

Republican leader Bob 
Dole said U.S. Middle East 
negotiator Dennis Ross, had 
called from Israel to express 
concern about delay in enaa- 
ing the MEPFA. 


Congress has already ex- 
tended the MEPFA three 
times this year, pending 
enactment of permanent leg- 
islation. 

The Senate's failure to do 
so again followed Congress's 
action a week ago to require 
the U.S. embassy in Israel to 
be moved to Jerusalem from 
Tel Aviv by May 1999. a vote 
that sparked Arab criticism. 

Mr. Dole said Mr. Helms 
was within his rights to block 
Senate action and blamed 
administration “intransi- 
gence" on the State Depart- 


Rifkind seeks to revive 


Syria-Israel peace talks 


LONDON (AP) — Express- 
ing Britain's "unreserved 
support" for the Middle East 
peace process. Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
has said he was heading for 
the Middle East next week to 
discuss how to move negotia- 
tions forward. 

“Clearly there is a momen- 
tum in the peace process," he 
said. “I think it's in every- 
one's interest that that 
momentum is not lost.” 

Mr. Rifkind's six-country 
trip follows this week's failed 
attempt by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to 
revive stalled negotiations 
between Israel and Syria, the 
major stumbling block to an 
overall peace settlement. 


‘From past form, progress 
is likely to be slow. But there 
is I think evidence that both 
Syria and Israel do wish to 
move towards a resolution of 
their differences," Mr. Rif- 
kind told a news conference 
late Tuesday. 

“One of the issues which I 
will be wishing to explore is 
the extent to which there is- 
scope for progress in the 
short-term, he said. 

Mr. Rifkind said he ex- 
pects to meet with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad. Mr. 
Christopher met Mr. Assad 
on Monday, but failed to 
persuade him to resume talks 
with Israel. 

The negotiations centre on 
Syria’s demand for a com- 
plete Israel's withdrawal 


from the Golan Heights. 

During his week-long trip, 
Mr. Rifkind will visit Jordan 
(Nov. 5-6). Saudi Arabia 
(Nov. 6-7), Lebanon (Nov. 
7), Syria (Nov. 7-8). Israel 
and the occupied territories 
(Nov. 8-10) and Egypt (Nov. 
10 - 11 ). 

“The main purpose is to 
indicate ... our unreserved 
support to this peace process 
and to those who are taking it 
through," Mr. Rifkind said, 
noting this view was endorsed 
across Europe. 

Mr. Rifkind said that dur- 
ing his visit to Palestinian- 
controlled areas, he hopes to 
meet Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). He 
said he will also visit the 
Orient House, the PLO’s 
headquarters in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel strongly objects to 
foreign dignitaries visiting the 
Orient House, saying it im- 
plies recognition of Palesti- 
nian claims to the city. 

Mr. Rifkind said Britain 
docs not support the U.S. 
Congress, which voted last 
week to move the U.S. 
embassy to Jerusalem. 

“The international com- 
munity has to be very sensi- 
tive to the faa that this is an 
unresolved issue." he said. 

During the trip. Mr. Rif- 
kind said he also expects to 
discuss Iraq. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Egypt releases son of 
Brotherhood founder 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian police have released on 
bail prominent Muslim 
Brotherhood member 
Ahmad Seif Al Islam Al Ban- 
na after charging him with 
illegal assembly and distribut- 
ing anti-gavemment leaflets, 
he said on Wednesday. 

Mr. Banna. so"n of 
Brotherhood founder Hassan 
Al Banna and a leading mem- 
ber of the Egyptian Bar 
Association, said he and six 
other Brotherhood men were 
released early on Wednesday 
after five hours of question- 
ing. 

“Wc were released on bail 
after being charged with illeg- 
al assembly, obstructing 
transport, distributing leaf- 
las that incited haired of the 
government and shouting 
Brotherhood slogans," Mr. 
Banna said. 

The men were arrested 
during an election rally in the 
Cairo neighbourhood of 
Darb Al Abmar when? Mr. 


Banna is standing as a candi- 
date for a coalition of Islamic 


parties which is allied to the 
Labour Party. 

“It was just a legal eleaion 
rally. This is a political case 
that will die. It has been 
fabricated by the ruling par- 
ty's candidate in the area." 
Mr. Banna said. 

Eighty-two members of the 
outlawed Brotherhood are 
already being tried in a Cairo 
military court on charges that 
include forming an illegal 
group, inciting people to re- 
volt against the government, 
distributing anti-government 
leaflets, and giving money to 
fugitive Muslim militants and 
families. 

Egyptian police have 
arrested more than 150 mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood this 


year on the grounds that the 
organisation had links with 
armed groups trying to over- 
throw the government. 

Brotherhood officials have 
denied the charges and said 
the government crackdown 
was aimed at preventing 
members from running in the 
elections. 

Lawyers representing 49 
members of the Brotherhood 
being tried in an Egyptian 
military court on "anti- 
government charges have 
withdrawn saying their clients 
were facing political not cri- 
minal charges. 

Court sources said six new 
lawyers appointed by the 
military court to represent 
the men wanted to withdraw 
on Wednesday in solidarity 
with the original defence 
team but were ordered to 
remain on the case by the 
judge. 

The case has been ad- 
journed until Saturday. 

Seif A F Islam accused the 
authorities of harassing the 
Muslim Brotherhood to 
wreck its chances in the Nov, 
29 parliamentary elections. 

“The government wants to 
impose rcstriaions on the 150 
candidates of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and to terrorise 
the electorate not to vote for 
them, he charged on a press 
release. 

His organisation said 
security forces bad been 
holding another election 
candidate. Mustafa Abdul 
Baqut, without charge since 
Oct. 27. 

Seif Al Islam was the most 
senior Brotherhood leader to 
be arrested since police began 
the crackdown on the group. 

Hassan Banna, who found- 
ed the Brotherhood in 1928, 
was assassinated in 1949. 



ment reoi^anisation bill. 

Mr. Helms blamed Mr. 
Kerry for the impasse, saying 
that “he keeps moving the 
goalposts" in negotiations. 

In Cairo, Egypt's highest 
Islamic authority, the grand 
mufti, said Wednesday that 
the U.S. Congress vote to 
move its embassy to Jeru- 
salem proved Washington's 
“bias" towards the Jewish 
state. 

Sheikh Mohammad Sayed 
Tantawi told state radio that 
last week’s vote was “a bad 
one" in light of agreements 
between Israel and the PLO 
to discuss the final status of 
Jerusalem in May 1996. 

"The rush to move the 
American embassy shows the 
blatant bias for Israel," the 
mufti said. “This bias consti- 
tutes a reversal from commit- 
ments which have been 
made.” 

Sheikh Tantawi called on 
Islamic countries to "work to 
save Jerusalem and restore 
justice" to maintain "the in- 
tegrity of the holy places." 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has promised to use a delay 
mechanism in the Senate vote 
to block the measure inde- 
finitely, to protea the Middle 
East peace process. 


Queen Elizabeth 
pleased with first 
scheduled flight 


fi 

VP. 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
Queen Elizabeth's first- 
ever commercial flight was 
a success, a Buckingham 
Palace spokesman said 
Wednesday. The British 
monarch arrived in 
Auckland from London 
Wednesday morning after a 
26-hour flight with 400 
holidaymakers and com- 
mercial travellers. “The-, 
flight went very well 
indeed. The queen was 
superbly looked after,” a 
spokesman travelling with 
the royal party told a news 
conference. The queen's 
flight saved New Zealand 
taxpayers an estimated 
New Zealand dollars 
960,000 ($630,000) at a 
time when the royal family 
has come under fire for 
overspending. The first- 
class cabin on the Air New 
Zealand flight was 

screened off by a specif 
security door and the cabin 
converted with seats 

removed to accommodate a' 
dining room table and a 
special working area. The 
queen, in New Zealand to 
open a Commonwealth 
summit, bad the entire first 
class section to herself and 
was screened off from the 
other passengers in the spe- 
cially modified area. 
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New York waiter 
gets royal slap 


jawing- 
rfolmnl Held-*- 
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_ NEW YORK (AP) — A 
"waiter got a royal slap in 
the head — from an irate 
Prince Rainier who didn't 
like the man's jokes 3bout 
Monaco’s monarchy. But 
what did the prince expect 
at a restaurant named 
Pomp, Duck and Circum- 
stance? The prince hit wait- 
er Tim Ward at a gala hon- 
ouring bis late wife. 
Princess Grace, the Daily , 
News said. Ward, who per- 
forms as a loudmouth 
clown at the circus-like 
restaurant, offered his 
wisecracks to a crowd that . 
included Prince Rainier's 
children. Prince Albert and 
Princess Caroline. “Hey 
look at the little piggy 
prince, eating with his fin-' 
gers" Ward shouted as he • 
passed the royal family, the 
newspaper quoted witness- 
es as saying. ■ He also 
quipped, “you're Prince 
Albert now. but if there 
were elections, would you 
be plumber Albert?" Prince 
Rainier appeared to 
become annoyed with the 
jester after a projectile 
landed near his dinner part- 
ner. socialite Lynn Wtyatt, 
the news said. In keeping 
with the restaurant's wacky 
atmosphere, the royals 
came up with some antics 
of their own. The prince 
and Ms. Wyatt engaged in a 
food fight with Prince 
Albert, using spoons, 
restaurant spokeswoman , 
Simone Martel told the 
news. And Prince Rainier 1 
threw a strawberry at Ward, 
who turned around as the 
prince motioned to him. , 
.And then. His Royal | 
Highness took a good shot 
at Ward’s bead with his 
open hand, said one wit- 
ness. The shocked waiter 
reponediy left the tent- 
restaurant. skipping a 
planned photo session with 
the royal family. 
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Baryshnikov 
renounces 
classical dance 


• J*!*v W 


LISBON (AFP) • — Dance ^£-T.) 
legend Mikhail Rarysh- 7 

nikov said Wednesday he v^|u? ned a j,T 
would never return to das- £ tjSfcper, Ju 
steal dance, but that he L 

would one day go hack to Vft on? ” Ptibfo 
his native Russia, which he v* ' n B th» 
left in 1974. Aged 47 and 
now aware of his physical 
limitations, Baryshnikov, mJ? ,e ade r 
said he had given up classi- ^ V 4 *** last 
cal dance because ft , 
required dailv irai- Hu, 
ning.Bcsidcs, he added: hjfr^aua . 
“Modern dance now 


now 

appeals 10 me more." S,. 
Baryshnikov, who is perm's 


Duiy5nniKOV, who is pcr/Vj ^ Q-vy 
forming for the first time in js jj Y , (AFi 
Portugal, Pledged to return I V™ 
to Russia I.YAfcJj* 





